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The Messenger 

From the Pastors Desk… The future is uncertain!  This is 

true of The United Methodist Church.  Centreville United Methodist 

Church is expecting to have a vote by our members next month in April 

regarding disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church.   It is a vote as 

to whether we will continue to be a United Methodist Church or not.  

While there are several issues at hand, the one connected with 

disaffiliation is related to human sexuality in regards to ordination and our 

Biblical understanding of marriage.  (As a side note, this is not an issue of 

whether we allow LGBTQIA people to be a part of our church body and 

even join the church. All people are of sacred worth and are created in the 

image of God).   

How do we deal with the uncertainties of this life?  A few years ago our 

family went to Walt Disney World to celebrate my birthday.  The day we 

visited Animal Kingdom we attended their new evening show.  We found 

seats in the theatre and watched as the pre-show was beginning.  This 

show utilized projection on sprays of water in the trees surrounding the 

area.  There are colorful boats and lighted animals and plants.  It was 

breath taking and beautiful to witness.  

 In the background was the “Tree of Life.”  It is the centerpiece and focus 

of the park.  As the sunlight was growing dim, the tree of life was lit with 

various colors.  As I looked up, I saw something that was even more 

amazing.  The tree has many branches and leaves, but there was a small 

bare area that held branches that displayed a cross.   

As the show started and progressed, they highlighted the beauty of 

nature.  Amid this beautiful show all I could do was stare at that cross and 

was overcome with the presence of God.  Tears escaped my eyes, and I 

began to quote, “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 

God, and the Word was God.  He was with God in the beginning.  Through 

him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been 

made.” (John 1:1-3)   
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Upcoming Outreach Opportunities For Our Congregation:   

March 12  12:15 PM Souper Sunday (Soup Tasting Fundraiser for ASP) 

March 27,28,30 6:35 PM Shelter Dinner Delivery 

April 10  7:00 PM Next Outreach Meeting 

April 27-29  6:35 PM Shelter Dinner Delivery (if meals are still needed) 

Join the ASP Mission Team for Souper Sunday on March 12th 

• Sample soups, bring your favorite soup, vote which is the best! 

• Voluntary donations collected to benefit 2023 Summer Mission Trip to Appalachia Service Project (ASP)  

• If you are interested in providing a soup or bread for this event, please sign up in the Narthex 

• Call Bradley Forsyth for more information at 443-262-2846 

Speaker from the Congo Partnership in Mission February 12th 

Hopefully you were able to see Doris Obershaim, our speaker from the Congo Partnership at both services on Sunday 

February 12th. She updated us on all the amazing mission work that our church helps support in the Congo, from 

medical clinics, food clinics, to skill training. Please remember to submit yearly donations of $5/member to support 

this cause. You can just write “Congo” in your memo section.  

Shelter Dinners Needed for March 

We are still providing meals for the shelter. Shout out to my repeat volunteers! It does not have to fancy; in fact, 

plain home cooking is great! They will be dropped off at 6:35 PM in throw away dishes. Signups are done through a 

link on our CUMC website under ‘Serve’ tab via SignUp Genius or in the Narthex or use this link: Shelter. If you need 

help registering, call Larisa and she will gladly do it for you. We need March 27-30, and April 27-29.  

Food Pantry Update and Needs: Volunteers and Food 

The food pantry special wishes are: Chunky Soup or chili or beef stew,  cereal, toilet paper, and shampoo. Thank you 

for your continued support! We are still looking for a few more volunteers to assist shoppers at the food pantry. We 

are flexible with our shifts and look for once a month commitment.  

Do You Have a Nespresso or Keurig Rivo?  

I have coffee pods for the Nespresso Original machine and the Keurig Rivo. If you have one, let me know and I can 

give you the pods,…free coffee! Contact Larisa at 240-994-5042. 
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Outreach:  
 

Reaching out into our Community to make a difference  
By Larisa Thomas c240-994-5042, larisa97thomas@gmail.com 
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From the Pastors Desk… (continued from page 1) 

When we are in uncertain times it is easy to fix our eyes on 

the issues or problems.  CUMC’s disaffiliation discernment 

process and vote is important, but don’t take your eyes off 

the creator of the universe.  We need to keep our eyes fixed 

on Jesus.  Isn’t this what Lent is all about?  Taking time to 

look within and turning our hearts back to our Lord and 

Savior.  God is with us and we just need to look to the cross 

and the one who was, is, and is to come, Jesus Christ! 

 

~Pastor Karen 

 

3 

 

The Methodist Men announce the Ed Parry 

Scholarship (EPS) Program for 2023.  The EPS 

Program assists active CUMC high school 

graduates pursuing post-high school educations.  

The application and information packets are 

available in the church office March 7 – March 21. 

 

 

Methodist Men’s 

Spring 

CHICKEN BBQ 

April 26, 2023 
 

Ed Parry 

 

The Trustees invite you to help 

with Clean Up Day at CUMC 

on Saturday, March 25, 2023 

at 8AM. 

 

Hope to see you there with your 

favorite shovel, rake, and 

wheelbarrow!!! 

 

 

Drug Awareness 
Community 

Open Panel @ 
CUMC 

Sponsored by QAC Drug 
Coalition 

 

 
April 16th @ 12 PM 
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Father-Daughter 
Dance 

March 25, 2023 
6:30 – 8:00 PM 
Tickets $5 per 

family 

 

“Hallelujah, Hallelujah” …It’s 
(almost) that time of 
year again.  Although we don’t 
traditionally sing “hallelujah” 
during the Lenten season, I do 
invite you to join the chancel choir 
for hallelujahs on Easter Sunday, 
April 9th, at 11 a.m.  
 
This year we will continue the 
tradition of singing Handel’s 
“Hallelujah Chorus” at the end of 
the service. Plenty of music 
scores will be available; just walk 
up and join the choir at that time. 
Or, attend a Thursday 6 p.m. 
rehearsal on 3/23 or 3/30 if you’d 
like some extra practice.  
 
Want to sing a little more? Join us 
for Lenten/Holy week services. 
Rehearsals are open for “seasonal 
singers” in March and early April, 
and to new members anytime.  
 
Please reach out with questions, 
and may God bless you in this 
season of reflection and renewal.  
 

MUSIC NOTES 

by Erin Grier,  

Music Director 
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Centreville Youth Ministries 

(CYM) 

 

 
 

 
 Bumper cars on ice!  A fun 

time had by all! 

 

ASP  

 

Making subs for the Superbowl 

SUB Sale!    

 

 

 

AROUND THE CHURCH 

Have you been looking for an opportunity to 
serve?  If so, then…. 

The Altar Ministry is looking for YOU!!  This 
group of volunteers care for the altar, paraments 
(cloths that adorn the altar, pulpit and lectern), 
and communion vessels.  Tasks include replacing 
candles weekly and setting up the communion 
table the first Sunday of the month. Help is 
needed for the months of March, June, August, 
and October.   
 

This is not a hard job at all but a very important 
one!  Volunteers commit to one month at a time, 
typically 4 Sundays. If you are interested, please 
call Beth Covington at 410-490-2118. 

 

Candy donations can be dropped off in the K-1 classroom. 
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ADMINISTRATIVE 

CHAIRPERSONS 

ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL 

JERRY THOMAS 

 

STAFF PARISH RELATIONS 

RHONDA KNOTTS 

 

TRUSTEES 

HENRY COVINGTON, JR. 

RICHARD PHILLIPS, JR. 

 

FINANCE 

HEATHER TINELLI 

 

LAY LEADER 

WILL COVINGTON 

 

CLERGY & OFFICE 

 

SENIOR PASTOR 

REV. KAREN HANDY 

KHANDY@CENTREVILLE-UMC.COM 

 

 

OFFICE MANAGER 

SHELLY ILLEMSZKY 

OFFICE@CENTREVILLE-UMC.COM 

8:40 A.M. CONTEMPORARY SERVICE 

11:00 A.M. TRADITIONAL SERVICE 

(NURSERY AVAILABLE DURING BOTH SERVICES) 

9:50 A.M. SUNDAY SCHOOL (ALL AGES)  

5:30 P.M. YOUTH MINISTRIES (EVERY OTHER SUNDAY) 

 

2023 
 

SUNDAY WORSHIP 
Worship with us in person or online! 

Small Group Study - Living in Preparation  

Mondays at 1:00 P.M. and 6:45 P.M.  

This group will address how to live successfully in today’s 

world. The group is being led by David Beecher and Dale 

Becraft and is open to anyone. Meetings will be held 

Monday’s in the Red Sunday school classroom. For 

further information call 410.829.1131 

METHODIST WOMEN NEWS 
 

❖ The Methodist Women will be holding a bake sale on the day 

of the Men's Chicken BBQ on Wednesday, April 26th. Please 

mark on your calendars and make us one of your favorite 

goodies. We ask that all baked goods be at the church by 1:00 

p.m. on the day of the BBQ in order to be priced. Any 

questions, please call Lynda Palmatary at 410-490-0878 or 

Phyllis Hoffman 443-262-8512. Thanks. 

 

❖ This may seem a little early, but please mark your calendars 

for Tuesday, June 6th at 5:30 p.m. in Fellowship Hall, where 

the Methodist Women will be holding a potluck dinner (meat 

provided) and a live auction.  All ladies of the church are 

welcome! Stay tuned for more information as the date gets 

closer.  This will be so much fun and great fellowship. Hope 

you can join us.  All proceeds will benefit our local missions and 

Scholarship Fund. 
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Update on Centreville United Methodist Church’s Search for Answers 
 

Over the past eight months our Church has been going through the discernment process with regards to 

seeking to vote on whether to stay in The United Methodist Church or disaffiliate. The month of March 

should bring us into the home stretch of this process.  Our church has completed all of the necessary 

submissions to the District Office, and we are awaiting the Open Forum Letter from the District Office to 

be sent and a date and time set for the Open Forum.  We expect this to be scheduled in March, so 

please be on the lookout for the letter and we will make sure it is communicated to everyone as soon as 

we get the notification.   

The remaining steps in the process are outlined below: 

Open Forum Letter - Letter sent to members either via email or postal mail, informing them of the Open 

Forum (TBD) 
 
Open Forum – To be facilitated by the District Superintendent with multiple churches, where safe space 

is created for questions and answers after the book study is completed. (TBD) 
 
Letter notifying of Vote on Disaffiliation - Letter sent to members either via email or postal mail, 

informing of Conference to Vote for Disaffiliation, if it is requested (TBD) 
 
Church Conference to Vote - The time for members to come and paper vote Yes/No on Disaffiliation 

(TBD – these will not be scheduled by the Upper Shore Conference until after Easter) 
 
Over the course of the past eight months we have tried to answer all of the questions we could that 

have come from our church family.  A question came up this past month regarding the cost of 

disaffiliation for our church.  The latest information we have was from October 2022, and we expect to 

receive updated totals prior to the official vote.  Below is what we would be required to pay by 

December 31, 2023, assuming the vote is to disaffiliate: 

Centreville UMC Financial Cost to Disaffiliate 

Unfunded Liability 
Pension / Medical 

Apportionments     
(2023 & 2034) Total 

 

$129,055 $116,724 $245,779 

 

It is important to understand, that we are already paying the 2023 Apportionments, which makes up 

$58,362 of the total amount.  That will leave us with a balance of $187,417 to secure by December 31, 

2023, if the church votes to disaffiliate.   

This has been a long, drawn-out process, that has been emotionally draining on many of our members. 

It has been very encouraging to see the support that many of you have provided to our brothers and 

sisters in Christ and have shown our church.  Thank you all for your patience and understanding during 

these times of uncertainty, anxiousness, and stress. If you have questions about the process or want to 

know more about how we got to this point, please reach out to either Pastor Karen or myself.  We will 

try our best to answer your questions.  I also would encourage you to read the newsletter articles  
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Update on Centreville United Methodist Church’s Search for Answers (con’t) 

 

starting in July 2022; these explain every part of the process and can be found on our website under the 

Connect tab.  

Again, remain in prayer on how you should personally vote, as well as the direction for our church. 

Together we will continue to move forward and make 2023 a great year at Centreville! 

God be with you, 

 

Jerry Thomas 

Chair - CUMC Administrative Council  

 

 

The events below are the discernment activities that we have completed to date. 

 

******* Centreville United Methodist Church Discernment & Education Calendar******* 

 

August 17, 2022 - CUMC Town Hall Meeting #1  

September 19, 2022 - CUMC Town Hall Meeting #2  

September 28, 2022 - Bishop’s Town Hall Meeting  

October 10, 2022 – Disaffiliation Discussion / Potluck Dinner  

November 14, 2022 (1:00 PM) – Group viewing of “Stay or Go: Real Talk for United 

Methodists Exploring Their Future”  

November 15, 2022 (6:30) - Group viewing of “Stay or Go: Real Talk for United 

Methodists Exploring Their Future” 

January 4, 2023 (1:00 PM and 7:30 PM) – Theology of the Body (2 Week Study) 

January 11, 2023 (1:00 PM and 7:30 PM) – Theology of the Body (2 Week Study) 

January 18, 2023 (1:00 PM and 7:30 PM) – Living Faithfully (4 Week Mandatory Study) 

January 25, 2023 (1:00 PM and 7:30 PM) – Living Faithfully (4 Week Mandatory Study) 

February 1, 2023 (1:00 PM and 7:30 PM) – Living Faithfully (4 Week Mandatory Study) 

February 8, 2023 (1:00 PM and 7:30 PM) – Living Faithfully (4 Week Mandatory Study) 

 

 

 
Educational Resources:  
 
Real Talk: Stay or Go Webinar (Baltimore Washington & Peninsula Delaware Conference:  
(This is a required part of the "Activity Based" discernment process that the Bishop and Conference 
Trustees are requiring) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LuaKQXzaUS8&t=6s  
 
Differences that Divide the UMC: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5g48onYSqg0&list=PL0tdBSkYKNUka0KiJ28rSUM1H1hdc3MUs  
 
Should I Stay or Should I Go: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JFjKGNKmpis 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LuaKQXzaUS8&t=6s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5g48onYSqg0&list=PL0tdBSkYKNUka0KiJ28rSUM1H1hdc3MUs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JFjKGNKmpis
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Bishop's Town Hall Meeting from September 28, 2022, titled "Setting the Record Straight": 
https://www.pen-del.org/newsdetail/setting-the-record-straight-town-hall-recording-and-faq-17071337 
  
The Global Methodist Church: https://globalmethodist.org 
 
The Wesleyan Covenant Association: https://wesleyancovenant.org 
  
The John Wesley Institute: https://nextmethodism.org  
 
Trinity On The Hill UMC: https://www.trinityonthehill.net/denomination-update/  
 
Ask The UMC Series: The United Methodist Church really…?: https://www.umc.org/en/content/ask-the-
umc-series-is-the-umc-really  

Cornerstone UMC Houston Bishop Scott Jones Town Hall Meeting: https://youtu.be/pdYtHOtvl3I 
 

  

https://www.pen-del.org/newsdetail/setting-the-record-straight-town-hall-recording-and-faq-17071337
https://globalmethodist.org/
https://wesleyancovenant.org/
https://nextmethodism.org/
https://www.trinityonthehill.net/denomination-update/
https://www.umc.org/en/content/ask-the-umc-series-is-the-umc-really
https://www.umc.org/en/content/ask-the-umc-series-is-the-umc-really
https://youtu.be/pdYtHOtvl3I
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MARCH 1 
FOOD PANTRY – 10AM 
WITH JESUS IN THE UPPER ROOM – 1 & 7:30PM 
PRAISE BAND – 6:30PM 
MARCH 2 
ROTARY – 7AM 
CHOIR – 6PM 
BELLS – 7:15PM 
MARCH 6 
LIVING IN PREPARATION – 1 & 6:45PM 
TRUSTEES– 6:30PM 
CHORALE – 7PM 
MARCH 7 

INTERCESSORY PRAYER – 10AM 
MARCH 8 

SEWING GROUP – 10AM 
WITH JESUS IN THE UPPER ROOM – 1 & 7:30PM 
PRAISE BAND – 6:30PM 
MARCH 9 
ROTARY – 7AM 
DCOM – 8:30AM 
CHOIR – 6PM 
BELLS – 7:15PM 
MARCH 13 

LIVING IN PREPARATION – 1 & 6:45PM 
CHORALE – 7PM  

 

Centreville United Methodist Church 

608 Church Hill Rd. 

Centreville, MD  21617 

March 2023 CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

MARCH 14 
INTERCESSORY PRAYER – 10AM 
METHODIST WOMEN – 1PM 
REBUILDING TOGETHER – 6:30PM 
MARCH 15 

FOOD PANTRY – 10AM 
WITH JESUS IN THE UPPER ROOM – 1 & 7:30PM 
PRAISE BAND – 6:30PM 

MARCH 16 

ROTARY – 7AM 
CHOIR – 6PM 
BELLS – 7:15PM 
MARCH 20 

LIVING IN PREPARATION – 1 & 6:45PM 
ASP MEETING – 6:30PM 
CHORALE – 7PM 
MARCH 21 

INTERCESSORY PRAYER – 10AM 
REBUILDING TOGETHER – 6:30PM 
MARCH 22 

WITH JESUS IN THE UPPER ROOM – 1 & 7:30PM 
PRAISE BAND – 6:30PM 
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MARCH 23 

ROTARY – 7AM 
DCOM – 8:30PM 
CHOIR – 6PM 
BELLS – 7:15PM 
MARCH 25 

CHURCH CLEAN UP DAY – 8AM 
LAY SERVANT ACADEMY – 9AM 
FATHER/DAUGHTER DANCE – 6:30PM 
MARCH 27 

LIVING IN PREPARATION – 1 & 6:45PM 
CHORALE – 7PM 
MARCH 28 

INTERCESSORY PRAYER – 10AM 
ADMIN COUNCIL – 6:30PM 
MARCH 29 

WITH JESUS IN THE UPPER ROOM – 1 & 7:30PM 
PRAISE BAND – 6:30PM 
MARCH 30 

ROTARY – 7AM 
CHOIR – 6PM 
BELLS – 7:15PM 
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