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The Messenger 
FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK…  It has been shared 

that during the US civil war Abraham Lincoln met with a 

group of ministers for a prayer breakfast. Lincoln was a 

man of deep, if at times unorthodox, faith. At one point 

one of the ministers said, “Mr. President, let us pray 

that God is on our side”. Lincoln’s response showed far 

greater insight, “No, gentlemen, let us pray that we are 

on God’s side.” (Source Unknown).  Sometimes even 

ministers get it wrong! 

Often, we find ourselves in life with choices to make.  

Science tells us that the average adult makes about 

35,000 remotely conscious decisions each day.  There 

are simple ones like what to wear or eat to more 

complex and with great consequences.  We also make 

decisions regarding our faith.  The story of Abraham 

Lincoln serves as a good reminder to me.  Too often, I 

want God to join my plans, wants, and direction rather 

than seeking God’s plans, wants, and direction.  With all 

these decisions, how can I make sure that I am making 

the right decision.  I know that I want to be on God’s 

side, but do “I” get in my own way? 

Jesus knew we sometimes get ahead of ourselves.  He 

knew that we want God to follow us rather than follow 

God.  In fact, in the Gospel of John in chapter 15, Jesus 

gives us a tangible image that I think can help us.  Jesus 

is sharing the metaphor of a vineyard.  God is the 

gardener.  As He tends to the vines, some are pruned, 

and others are cut off and burned.  There are volumes 

alone in that part of the metaphor.   
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Upcoming Outreach Opportunities For Our Congregation:   
Sept. 7 & 21 10-Noon CUMC Food Pantry 
September 22 2 PM Outreach Meeting- Looking for more members! 
October 22-24 6:30 PM Shelter Casserole Delivery 
November 5 8-1:15 PM Volunteer at Make A Difference Day  

 
Outreach Meeting September 22 at 2 PM: Looking for new members 

Help us to focus more on helping our community. Come join us and bring your ideas and answer the call 
to serve. We only meet 4 times a year. The Meeting will be Thursday September 22 at 2 PM. Call/text 
Larisa for more information or if the time doesn’t work for you.  

Food Pantry Needs 

Thank you for all who have donated to help us fill our shelves! While we have the staples, our guests do 
miss those ‘extra’ items which come later in the year with food drives. Currently we need cereal, 
toiletries, side dish items, and healthy snack foods.  

Homeless Shelter Casseroles Needed October 22-24 

Many churches band together to help support our homeless shelter in our county, which is run by Haven 
Ministries for us. We are each assigned dates to provide staffing and food to sustain the shelter. Due to 
COVID, the Homeless Shelter is currently requesting volunteer churches to only provide dinners. They 
are looking for a meat and veggie casserole or pasta type casserole. A green salad would be nice 
especially with a pasta dish. The casseroles should be fully cooked, hot and ready to serve when 
dropped off in a throw-way container. A shelter volunteer will be at KIUMC each evening to take in the 
meal and will keep us updated on the number of guests we are feeding and any food allergies. Our 
Dates are October 22-24.  Sign up at Sign Up Genius (link on CUMC Website under Serve Tab) or Larisa 
Thomas can add you. https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F094BAAA62EA75-shelter2  

Volunteer at Make A Difference Day, QAC Resource Day, November 5 

Make a Difference Day is a County Level Resource Day where organizations come to one place to assist 

the homeless and working poor of Queen Anne's County.  Some of the resources include health 

screenings, dental care, haircuts, housing services, electric assistance, mental health info, etc.  Food is also 

served this day.  Goodies such as toiletries, winter wear, and baby items are also distributed. Volunteers 

are needed to help make this a success. This year’s event will be held at Sudlersville Middle School 

Saturday November 5 from 8 AM until 1:15 PM. Adult volunteers will help walk with guests, and high 

school volunteers will help with giveaways. Training will be provided. To volunteer, please contact Larisa 

Thomas at 240-994-5042. 
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OUTREACH 
Reaching Out into our Community to Make a Difference 
 

by Larisa Thomas c240-994-5042, larisa97thomas@atlanticbb.net 

 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F094BAAA62EA75-shelter2


 

THE MESSENGER 

  

We are looking to hire an exemplary 
Youth Director to lead and guide local 
middle and high school students. The 
Youth Director establishes and 
coordinates all activities related to the 
youth of CUMC and its surrounding 
community. He or she will strive to 
encourage all students to understand 
the spiritual journey; inspire students to 
learn more about God; and support 
them in developing a love for Him and 
for others. Ideal candidates should have 
a proficient understanding of the 
challenges young people face today. 
Responsibilities will include scheduling, 
planning, and organizing a 
comprehensive youth program. This 
position will require a minimum of 15 
hours per week and salary will depend 
on experience.  
 
Please send resumes to Rev. Karen 
Handy at khandy@centreville-umc.com  
 

NOW HIRING YOUTH 

DIRECTOR 

3 

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK…  (Continued from page 1) 

It is the other aspect that I rest.  Jesus says, “I am the vine; you 

are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear 

much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.” (vs 5) The word 

“remain” in some translations of the Bible state “abide.”  We 

are called to abide (act in accordance or dwell) in Jesus. Now, I 

am not the best gardener, but I have never found a branch that 

can live when it is detached from the plant, tree, or vine.   That 

is how we learn to seek God, live in our faith, and thrive in our 

response to God. We need to be connected to Jesus.  

How do we do it?  Jesus tells us that we need to abide in him 

and in his word.  In his word we learn how to live and to love.  

We become more self-centered when we live apart from Jesus, 

and we begin to wither.     

I want to invite and challenge you to be a part of abiding in God 

this fall.  There are many ways to do this including joining a 

Sunday School class, small group Bible study, the 2-year Bible 

reading program and others.  If there is not one you can join, let 

us know and we can help you get connected.  It is when we are 

connected, choosing to abide or dwell with Jesus, that we “bear 

much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples.” (vs. 8)   

~ Pastor Karen 

 

Back to Church Sunday will be held on 

Sunday, September 18, 2022 

8:40am and 11am 
 

Whether you are a regular attender, haven’t 

been in a while, or a stranger, you are welcome 

to join us and learn that Hope Happens Here! 
 

 

 

 

Children’s Christmas Shop 

To prepare for our Children’s Christmas Shopping 

Day scheduled for December 10th, we are NOW 

ACCEPTING DONATIONS of gently used or new 

small gift items for ALL AGES.   The children’s 

Christmas Shop will be a day when children can 

come and personally shop for Christmas gifts for 

their family and friends.  There is a box in the 

lobby of the education wing to drop off donations.  

Stay tuned for more information.  
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METHODIST WOMEN 
NEWS 

❖ Methodist Women will meet September 13th at 

1:00 PM  

❖ Ladies - don't forget to mark your calendars for 

our annual Christmas Luncheon/Party on 

Tuesday, December 6th, 11:45 a.m. at 

Fisherman's Inn. More info will be in the next 

newsletter. ALL ladies of the church are invited. 

Please keep this date on your calendar. 

 

Sunday, September 11, 2022   

Centreville UMC will be honoring and thanking our First 
Responders in our local area during both of our services at 

8:40am and 11am.  

We will host a breakfast between our services at 9:45am.   

PLEASE RSVP TO THE OFFICE 410-758-0868 OR 

OFFICE@CENTREVILLE-UMC.COM BY SEPTEMBER 4 IF 

YOU PLAN ON ATTENDING THE BREAKFAST. 

 

If you’ve ever wondered about the little white church 

just south of Church Hill on Rt. 213, Sunday, 

September 11, is the day to visit.  Come see old 

architecture and experience a bit of Methodist history 

in our area.  A song and worship service begins at 2 

PM.  The annual homecoming service has continued 

since 1933.  A cordial welcome is extended to all! 

 

Salem Church Homecoming 

September 11, 2022 

 
 
As we say goodbye to summer and welcome our 
students, parents, teachers, administrators, and bus 
drivers back to school, the Backpacks Outreach has 
been busy preparing for another successful year of 
providing weekend Backpacks meals to area QAC 
students in need.  
 
CUMC serves Church Hill Elementary, Centreville 
Middle and QAC High School with the weekend 
Backpacks meals consisting of 2 breakfast items, 2 
lunch items, 2 fruits, 2 snacks, and 2 drinks each week 
throughout the school year.  This past summer we 
also provided Backpacks meals to students attending 
the summer school session at CHES.  
 
Thank you to all who help contribute towards this 
outreach…our dedicated teams of volunteers who 
continue to show up each week and help pack and 
deliver the much needed weekend bags of food, 
those who contribute monetary donations, food 
donations, the bags used in packing and prayers for 
the students and their families! In addition, a special 
thank you goes to the talented Chuck Stokes! 
Backpacks greatly appreciates Chuck and his talents in 
building such an amazing storage closet this summer 
for this ministry. Each year the number of students 
we serve increases and this new backpacks storage 
will be so helpful. 
 
Backpacks has been blessed with many dedicated 
volunteers who continue to serve year after year on 
this much needed ministry. As we welcome back our 
past volunteers, we also welcome any new volunteers 
who may be interested in serving in this ministry. 
Please contact Kimberly Starkey to sign up or to 
receive additional information on how you or 
someone you may know can help. Call or text 410-
490-0052 or email:  starkeykimberly@yahoo.com .  
 

BACKPACKS FOR KIDS OUTREACH 

2022-2023 

 

mailto:OFFICE@CENTREVILLE-UMC.COM
mailto:starkeykimberly@yahoo.com
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ADMINISTRATIVE 

CHAIRPERSONS 

ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL 

JERRY THOMAS 

 

STAFF PARISH RELATIONS 

RHONDA KNOTTS 

 

TRUSTEES 

HENRY COVINGTON, JR. 

RICHARD PHILLIPS, JR. 

 

FINANCE 

HEATHER TINELLI 

 

LAY LEADER 

WILL COVINGTON 

 

CLERGY & OFFICE 

 

SENIOR PASTOR 

REV. KAREN HANDY 

KHANDY@CENTREVILLE-UMC.COM 

 

 

OFFICE MANAGER 

SHELLY ILLEMSZKY 

OFFICE@CENTREVILLE-UMC.COM 

8:40 A.M. CONTEMPORARY SERVICE 

11:00 A.M. TRADITIONAL SERVICE 

(NURSERY AVAILABLE DURING BOTH SERVICES) 

9:50 A.M. SUNDAY SCHOOL (ALL AGES) – BEGINS 9/11 

5:30 P.M. YOUTH MINISTRIES (EVERY OTHER SUNDAY) 

 

2022 
 

SUNDAY WORSHIP 
Worship with us in person or online! 

CHILDRENS SUNDAY 
SCHOOL BEGINS  

September 11, 2022 
9:50 – 10:50 AM 

 

WE ARE ALWAYS LOOKING FOR 
TEACHERS!!!!  Contact Kim Parkerson at 

kimkeith@atlanticbb.net 

 

All Middle and Highschool students are invited to join us! 

• September 11, 2022 from 5:30-7PM – Slip-n-Slide Kickball and cookout:  

Students and families are invited to join us for a fun game that will have 

us laughing (and hopefully no one hurt)! We will have a cookout with 

hamburgers and hotdogs as well.  RSVP by Wednesday, September 7. 

• September 25, 2022 from 5:30-7PM – CYM (Centreville Youth Ministry) 

will meet for fun, games, snacks and diving into the Bible. 
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ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL BIBLE SURVEY CLASS 

Beginning in September, we will offer two Sunday 

school classes for adults.   In addition to the class 

that Jerry Thomas will be leading in the fellowship 

hall, Janie Nickle will be leading an 8-week Bible 

survey class in the red room.  The Bible survey class 

will cover the following topics:   
 

Creation  Exile, Return, and Silence 

The 4 Patriarchs The Gospels 

Exodus and Conquest The Church 

Judges and Kings 
 

For those who cannot attend on Sunday morning, 

the class will be offered as an independent Bible 

study Tuesday evening at 6.30.  Sign- up sheets are 

available in the Narthex. 

 
The Sewing and Prayer Shawl ministry is starting 

back up September 14th from 10am – 12pm in the 

red room.   

What is this ministry?  It is a group of individuals 

that sew and knit/crochet items.  Examples of the 

items could be shawls, lap blankets, prayer cloth, 

items for Operation Christmas Child, etc.  We create 

these items with prayerful hearts and miles of yarn 

and fabric that come together to be a tangible 

blessing of comfort symbolizing Jesus’ cradling 

arms.  The items are given by the pastor or 

members of the church to individuals needing 

comfort. 

If you are interested, our first meeting in September 

will be an exchange of ideas to get this ministry 

back up and running.  The plan is to meet on the 2nd 

Wednesday of the month for fellowship and sewing.  

Please feel free to bring any sewing or 

knitting/crocheting you are working on, even if it’s 

not something for the ministry. 

If you have any questions or just want to let us 

know you’ll be coming, please call Donna Ray (301-

452-4861) or Leesa Stokes (410-924-5532) 

 

 

Discipleship is more than a lecture. It’s always 

been designed for the Lab. 

By saying, Come, follow me, Jesus invites us into an 

active experience, to experiment with what we are 

learning. Radical discipleship is not as much about 

what we know as it is about who we are becoming 

as we walk in obedience to Jesus, into the heart of 

the Father, in step with the Spirit, out in the thick of 

culture. 

In this nine-week journey through the Gospel of 

John, participants will take part in their own 

experiment with discipleship and mission in  

community. We will engage with the Word, discuss 

it deeply, and then provoke active practice in 

response to it. The transforming power of holy love 

starts within us, but it refuses to stay there. It works 

its way into every corner of our lives, until it breaks 

out into the world around us. 

The current reality of our discipleship culture is this: 

We are drowning in information. Yet there is a 

drought of obedience. It’s time to change that. It’s 

time to move beyond the lecture and into the Lab. 

Classes will be offered Wednesdays 1pm and 

7:30pm starting September 28, 2022.  We will order 

books together to benefit from a discount.  Books 

will cost less than $15 each.  Sign up for the class and 

get your order in by Sunday, September 18.   

 

Sewing & Prayer Shawl Ministry 

 

UPCOMING BIBLE 

STUDY 
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When I think of fall, I think of back-to-school and brand-new notebooks. New ideas, new possibilities, new stories yet to 
be written.  
 
What stories are you ready to write this fall? What story is God writing with you and in you?  Whether you already 
participate in CUMC music groups or you’re thinking about checking them out, I invite you to get involved and explore 
new dimensions of faith, community and creativity this year! Here are a few opportunities: 
 
Reigning Mercy 
Reigning Mercy, our Praise team, joins together to support the 8:40 a.m. service with contemporary Christian music. 
The current Praise team is a small, but dedicated, group that practices on Wednesday evenings and learns new music 
throughout the year to keep the lineup fresh and appeal to all parishioners. If you would like to join the team in a full 
time or part time/fill-in capacity, we'd love to talk with you and have you attend a practice. Instrumentalists for the Band 
would include bass guitar, electric or acoustic guitar, keyboard or drums. Feel free to reach out to Julia Schinault — 
julsmorrva@gmail.com — or Pastor Karen with interest or questions about the band! 
 
Joy Ringers  
The Joy Ringers represent a diverse group of ages and backgrounds. We ring handbells on Thursday evenings from 
7:15-8 p.m. and at selected Sunday services throughout the school year. We need both experienced and new ringers, and 
welcome anyone who’s interested to attend a rehearsal and try out the group. Rehearsals begin on Thursday, September 
8th, in the sanctuary. Music reading experience is helpful but not required. As one of our ringers says, “If you can count 
to four, you can ring handbells!” For more information, contact Erin Grier at 302-382-5736 or egrier@centreville-
umc.com 
 
Chancel Choir 
The Chancel choir leads congregational singing and provides special music at the 11 a.m. Sunday services from 
September through May. Rehearsals are Thursday evenings from 6-7 p.m. in the sanctuary starting September 8th, and 
we prepare music in many styles from classical to contemporary and beyond. We especially need tenors and basses. If 
you’re not sure what voice part you are we’ll help you find the right fit. Youth and adults ages 13 to 113 are invited to 
come and sing!  For more information, contact Erin Grier at 302-382-5736 or egrier@centreville-umc.com 

  

 

MUSIC NOTES BY ERIN GRIER 

mailto:egrier@centreville-umc.com
mailto:egrier@centreville-umc.com
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Operation Christmas Child submitted by Leesa Stokes 
 

We are getting close to shoebox collection time.  National Collection week is November 14 – 21 this year and 

Centreville UMC is continuing to serve our community as a Drop Off Location.  Last year was our first year as a 

Drop Off Location and with the help off many volunteers we accepted over 1,000 shoebox gifts to be sent to 

children around the world.  These became part of the 10,505,155 shoebox gifts packed and donated worldwide. 

This represents 10,505,155 children who will learn how to have a relationship with God through His Son Jesus 

Christ! This will happen through outreach events that happen around the world when the children receive their 

shoebox gift.  The outreach events don’t just happen at Christmas, but they happen year-round.  Children 

receive shoebox gifts throughout the year and will continue to receive the gifts up to National Collection 

Week.  We are hoping for even more Gospel Opportunities this year. 

 

 
There is an opportunity for learning more 

about The Shoebox Ministry on Saturday 

September 10, 2022, at 10:00am-1:00pm.  This 

event is for anyone who wants to hear about 

Operation Christmas Child.  You will hear 

stories of people who received a shoebox gift 

as a child and how the gift impacted their life.  

You will get great ideas for how to fill a great 

shoebox.   

It will be a fun time of fellowship.  The event is 

at Real Life Chapel in Easton. 

You can register using the link or by scanning the QR code.  You can also register at the door but would love 

to have an idea of how many to expect beforehand. 

 

Be looking for the shoebox table toward the end of September, so you can pick up as many as you need to 

fill. And even if you never fill a shoebox your prayers are important to us.  You can be praying for our area 

team as we are getting ready for our busiest time of the year.  Also be praying for the Pastors and organizers 

across the world as they are distributing shoeboxes to the children in their area throughout the year. 

 

“Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, in everything give thanks; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus  

for you” – 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 (NKJV) 
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In the July edition of The Messenger, we published two articles focused on the state of The United 

Methodist Church and Centreville UMC, “How did we get here?” and “The Future of Our Church in 

Centreville”.  Both articles helped set the stage for what promises to be change within The United 

Methodist Church and a glimpse into how it may impact our local church. 

It has been sixty days since these were published, and there has been a substantial amount of 

movement over that time.  The timelines included below will highlight The United Methodist Churches’ 

milestones over the past 54 years and the 2022 actions of Centreville United Methodist Church.  There is 

a lot of information, maybe even too much, but to be transparent, it is important that everyone 

understand the complete situation. 

We are the “Church on The Hill”, a place that many of us consider home to our church family and closest 

friends.  We are and will continue to be loving Christians, dedicated to our mission of making disciples 

for Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world and serving others.  Despite all the noise and 

conflicting points of view around us, our day-to-day mission and ministry is unchanged. What we, as 

Methodists, are best known for and enjoy about being Methodist, are our doctrinal standards and 

structure.  “United Methodists profess the historic Christian faith in God, incarnate in Jesus Christ for 

our salvation and ever at work in human history in the Holy Spirit. Living a covenant of grace under the 

Lordship of Jesus Christ, we participate in the first fruits of God’s coming reign and pray in hope for its 

full realization on earth as it is in heaven.” (P102, pages 47, 51 UM Discipline).  We believe in Scriptural 

Authority and the Lordship of Jesus Christ, and The Bible is the word of God and our rule book.  

The earliest Christian affirmation was “Jesus Christ is Lord” (Acts 2:36). This is the core belief that 

characterizes all Christians and defines discipleship. As followers of Jesus, we seek to live together 

in obedience to Christ’s teachings as found in Holy Scripture (Matthew 28:20). We know Christ 

authoritatively through the revelation of God’s Word. We believe “all Scripture is God -breathed 

and is useful … so that [we] may be thoroughly equipped for every good work” (II Timothy 3:16).  

Our understanding and application of Scripture is informed by 2,000 years of Christian tradition, 

along with our reason and experience. But God’s Word is “the true ru le and guide for faith and 

practice”.   

Today, The United Methodist Church is in turmoil, embroiled in a bitter internal fight on the future 

of the church.  As a denomination, we no longer agree on some key issues. The leading headline 

over the past decade, initially surrounded marriage and sexuality – that marriage defined in 

scripture is between one man and one woman, and that homosexuality is incompatible with 

Christian teaching. If this were the only issue, we would have passionate debate and discussion 

and could come to an amiable resolution, however, it has become a much broader  set of issues. 

These include the authority of Scripture, the bodily resurrection of Christ, the Virgin birth, the 

work of the Holy Spirit, and the elevation of social justice over spiritual holiness . All of these have 

helped create competing visions within the UMC that have caused great separation.   

At the General Conference, starting in 2016, the UMC started planning The Way Forward (see Timeline 

for Detailed information).  The outcome of the 2019 Special Session was the Taylor Disaffiliation Act,  

 

HISTORY, EDUCATION, AND OUR MEMBERS ROLE AND RESPONSIBILITIES IN OUR CHURCH’S NEXT STEPS 

Submitted by Jerry Thomas, Admin Council  
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Paragraph 2553.  After the Special Session, the Protocol for Reconciliation and Grace through Separation 

was introduced to explore ways to move forward in a spirit of peace and solidarity. This was supported 

by the three primary groups: progressives, traditionalists, and centrists. The protocol allowed the 
traditionalists to surrender The United Methodist Church title and proclaim a new Methodist 

denomination. A final vote for this protocol was set for the 2020 General Conference. 

The Protocol, or any changes to The Book of Discipline can only be adopted - or not - at a General 

Conference of the United Methodist Church, which occurs every four years. In 2020, the General 

Conference was postponed due to the global pandemic to 2021. Again, the 2021 Conference was 

postponed until Fall of 2022, and then in March of 2022 an announcement was made that General 

Conference would be postponed again and resume in 2024.  

The postponement of the General Conference until 2024 set off a chain reaction, as everyone from the 

progressives to the traditionalists and those in between have become frustrated and taken things into 

their own hands.  Chaos has ensued. Some Progressive churches are planning the new future for the 

UMC that includes Ordination of LGBTQI+ pastors and celebration of same-sex marriage, as well as other 

changes. Several new denominations have been established, including the Liberation Methodist 

Connexion, a progressive branch whose tagline is “correct doctrine is less important to the 

denomination than correct action,” and  the Global Methodist Church, , where the more traditional 

churches have a home stating they are “committed to the Lordship of Jesus Christ, the inspiration and 

authority of the Scriptures, and the work of the Holy Spirit in conveying God’s truth and grace to all 

people.” Others within the denomination have gone in various directions. 

So where are we now? 
 
At the Peninsula Annual Conference in June, many churches anxiously awaited the Conference to 

address how they would be handling those churches choosing to pursue the disaffiliation process 

through the Taylor Disaffiliation Act.  The Annual Conference opened and closed, and the Conference 

Leadership never addressed the issue.  At that point, the local churches had been unofficially informed 

that after June 30th the parameters of disaffiliation could be changing. As a local church, we felt that 

based upon the information we had available at the time that the prudent fiduciary responsibility was to 

file a letter with the Conference to keep our options open, while locking into the outlined requirements 

of the Taylor Disaffiliation Action. Centreville UMC filed a letter with the District Superintendent on June 

21, 2022, to begin the disaffiliation process in accordance with the 2020 agreed upon terms of the 

Taylor Disaffiliation Act.   On July 6, 2022, The Peninsula Delaware Conference released a Statement 

Concerning the Disaffiliation Policy of the Peninsula-Delaware Conference, outlining the Conferences 

additions to the Taylor Disaffiliation Act to include an “activity-based discernment process” and a 

payment of 50% appraised value of the local churches property. This information was to be addressed at 

the Annual Conference but was never spoken of during the conference.  

What did the changes from the Peninsula-Delaware Conference mean to Centreville UMC? The initial 

cost of disaffiliation is estimated to be $249,332 (2 years of Apportionments, which we are paying for 

2022 and 2023, as well as Unfunded Liability for Pension and Medical benefits). The revised plan from 

the Peninsula Delaware Conference includes this amount plus 50% of the appraised value of our church,  

HISTORY, EDUCATION, AND OUR MEMBERS ROLE AND RESPONSIBILITIES IN OUR CHURCH’S NEXT STEPS 
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parsonage, and land.  The appraised value is estimated at $3.6 million, so our revised number would be 

estimated at $2.1 million.  

With this statement, it became clear that we, Centreville UMC, as well as approximately seventy 

churches within the Peninsula Delaware Conference, needed to take additional action. Upon holding an 

Emergency Administrative Council and Board of Trustees Meeting on July 13, 2022, the group 

unanimously voted to engage with The National Center for Life and Liberty (NCLL) to represent CUMC, 

along with a coalition of churches, who want to maintain their right to disaffiliate in a reasonable 

manner.  The $1,000 annual fee was paid by an anonymous donor and not pulled from church funds. 

The following day, July 14, 2022, CUMC received acknowledgement from the District Superintendent 

that he was in receipt of our request to disaffiliate but that we would need to proceed under the 

Conference 2022 policies of the Conference Board of Trustees, outlined in the Conferences 

communication on July 6, 2022.  A letter was sent to Bishop Easterling on August 12, 2022, from NCLL on 

behalf of CUMC, stating our desire to go through the disaffiliation process in a way that honors Christ 

and ensures that the Gospel mission of CUMC remains a priority in everything that is communicated and 

accomplished.  Our request is the Conference work with us towards disaffiliation under the terms that 

were previously established. 

We held our first of two Town Hall Meetings for the members of Centreville UMC on August 17, 2022. 

The mission of these Town Hall Meetings is to be a Question-and-Answer session, where we can share 

questions that have come to the Leadership Team prior to the meeting, but also address those 

questions from the group.  These sessions are not meant to be Open Forums of Opinion.  The second 

Town Hall will be held Monday, September 19th at 6:30 PM.  We also are planning a Potluck Dinner on 

Monday, October 10th, where everyone would be invited and would be open to comments and 

discussion.  

What is next? 

We, the Centreville United Methodist Church, need to educate ourselves in order to make an informed 

decision. At some point, we will be required to vote. We will be choosing to vote either ‘Yes’ and leave 

The United Methodist Church or ‘No’ and stay with The United Methodist Church. If we choose to 

disaffiliate, after the Charge Conference vote, we will begin discussions on the options of what do with 

the church (See the Timeline). Options could be, but are not limited to, becoming a non-denominational 

church, a member of The Global Methodist Church, or join one of the various branches of The Methodist 

Church. There would be no rush on that decision. 

It is important to note the current guidelines for voting.  To vote you must be a member of CUMC and 

must vote in person at the time the vote is called upon.  There is no ability to have a proxy vote or a 

video vote. We are currently working to see if this can be changed, however, we should plan on having 

members be present to vote when the appropriate time comes. 

Below are a few links that I would encourage each of you to take the time to view, digest, and discern 

over the next several weeks.  These will provide insight into all sides of the UMC divide.  

Differences that Divide the UMC: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5g48onYSqg0&list=PL0tdBSkYKNUka0KiJ28rSUM1H1hdc3MUs 
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Should I Stay or Should I Go: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JFjKGNKmpis&ab_channel=UnitedMethodistVideos 

As a church, we are very blessed to have such a loving, caring, and faithful congregation. After the next 

Town Hall Meeting, we will distribute the list of FAQ’s (Frequently Asked Questions) so that everyone 

has the information we have discussed.  Dependent upon the request that has been submitted to the 

bishop, we would then have a Discussion and Straw Vote Meeting October 19th to determine if and how 

we would address the issue of disaffiliation at the Charge Conference on November 9, 2022.  If an actual 

vote is needed at the Charge Conference, only members will be able to vote, so please check with Pastor 

Karen if you are not certain of your membership status. 

Included in this month’s Newsletter is a timeline that includes two sections: The United Methodist 

Church Timeline as to “How Did We Get Here” and 2022 Centreville United Methodist Church Timeline.  

These are meant to provide a bulleted timeline for events and actions for each and may be of value to 

better understand where we are today. 

We ask that each of you continue to pray for our church, our community, and our leadership, so that all 

of us can continue to carry out our mission to make disciples of Jesus Christ! 

 

 

 

 

 

The United Methodist Church Timeline as to “How Did We Get Here”: 

• 1968 – The United Methodist Church is founded/formed 

• 1972 – Human Sexuality debated on from the floor of the General Conference, the outcome of 

which was the Social Principle: “Everyone is of sacred worth. We do not condone the practice of 

homosexuality and consider it incompatible with Christian teaching. We do not recommend 

marriage between two persons of the same sex.” Note:  To date, this Social Principle has not 

changed in the Book of Discipline 

• 1976 – General Conference bans church funds to promote homosexuality 

• 1980 – Position does not change 

• 1984 – Adoption for clergy, “fidelity in marriage and celibacy in singleness: any self-avowed 

practicing homosexuals are not to be accepted as candidates for ordainment in ministry or 

appointed to serve in The United Methodist Church.” 

• 1988 – Language updated to include “We affirm that God’s grace is available to all. We commit 

ourselves to be in ministry for and with all persons.” 
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•  

• 1992 – Position does not change 

• 1996 – Language included “self-avowed practicing homosexual”, and a declaration that 

ceremonies to celebrate same sex unions shall not be conducted by The United Methodist clergy 

or in The United Methodist Church. 

• 2000 – Language included, “we implore families and churches not to reject or condemn their 

lesbian and gay members and friends.” 

• 2004 – A unity statement was approved, “As United Methodists, we remain in covenant with 

one another, even in the midst of disagreement, and affirm our commitment to work together 

for a common mission on making disciples throughout the world.” 

• 2008 – A new resolution to oppose homophobia and heterosexism was introduced. 

• 2012 – Two items added stating Christians have different opinions about homosexuality. 

• 2016 – As the schism was widening, and the debate on human sexuality intensified, all voting at 

the 2016 General Conference was deferred, and the issue of human sexuality was designated to 

a special commission, The Commission on a Way Forward. It was made up of 32 members – (8) 

Bishops, (11) Laity, (11) Elders, and (2) Deacons. They began a full examination of whether to 

revise the paragraphs in The Book of Discipline regarding human sexuality. The Commission 

developed three plans: The One Church Plan, The Traditional Plan, and The Connection Plan. 

• 2019 – The Council of Bishops called for a Special Session of the General Conference in early 

2019 to adopt one of these plans.  At the 2019 Special Session, the delegates voted on the 

Traditional Plan. The Traditional Plan held true to the language that already existed in The Book 

of Discipline. Although approved, the adoption of this plan was not met favorably. There was a 

growing resistance and calls for the denomination to separate were increasing. At the 2019 

Special Session, by a vote of 402-400, the General Conference enacted the Taylor Disaffiliation 

Petition. This became Paragraph 2553 (The Taylor Disaffiliation Act spelled out in separate 

document.) 

• 2019 – After the Special Session, the Protocol for Reconciliation and Grace through Separation 

was introduced to explore ways to move forward in a spirit of peace and solidarity. This was 

supported by the three primary groups: progressives, traditionalists, and centrists. The protocol 

allowed the traditionalists to surrender The United Methodist Church title and proclaim a new 

Methodist denomination. A final vote for this protocol was set for the 2020 General Conference. 

• 2020 – General Conference was postponed due to the global pandemic and was rescheduled for 

Fall 2022. 

• 2022 – General Conference was postponed due to the global pandemic and has been 

rescheduled for 2024.  It has been widely communicated that the Protocol for Reconciliation 

and Grace through Separation has now lost the support needed to pass at the 2024 General 

Conference.  
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2022 Centreville United Methodist Church Timeline: 

• June 16-18, 2022 - 238th Session Peninsula-Delaware Annual Conference. Many churches 

anxiously awaited the Conference to address how they would be handling those churches 

choosing to pursue the disaffiliation process through the Taylor Disaffiliation Act.  The Annual 

Conference opened and closed, and the Conference Leadership never addressed the issue. 

• June 19, 2022 - At that point, several local churches had been made aware that after June 30th 

the parameters of disaffiliation could be changing. As a local church, we felt that based upon the 

information we had available at the time that the prudent fiduciary responsibility was to file a 

letter with the Conference to keep our options open, while locking into the outlined 

requirements of the Taylor Disaffiliation Action.  

• June 21, 2022 – Administrative Council votes unanimously to take the procedural step of 

notifying the Peninsula Delaware Conference to begin the process of disaffiliation under the 

initial terms of the Taylor Disaffiliation Act. CUMC submits letter to District Superintendent.  

• July 6, 2022 – The Peninsula Delaware Conference releases a Statement Concerning the 

Disaffiliation Policy of the Peninsula-Delaware Conference, outlining the Conferences additions 

to the Taylor Disaffiliation Act to include an “activity-based discernment process” and a payment 

of 50% appraised value of the local churches property. The Conference statement references 

that they will not adhere to the earlier terms of the Taylor Disaffiliation Act for any requests 

made to disaffiliate prior to the June 30th deadline. This information was to be addressed at the 

Annual Conference but was never spoken of.  

• July 13, 2022 – Emergency Meeting Admin Council and Board of Trustees, where the group 

unanimously voted to engage with The National Center for Life and Liberty (NCLL) to represent 

CUMC, along with a coalition of churches, who want to maintain their right to disaffiliate in a 

reasonable manner.  The $1,000 annual fee was paid by an anonymous donor and not pulled 

from church funds. 

• July 14, 2022 – CUMC received acknowledgement from the District Superintendent that he was 

in receipt of our request but that we would need to proceed under the Conference 2022 policies 

of the Conference Trustees, outlined in the Conferences communication on July 6, 2022. 

• August 12, 2022 – A letter was sent to Bishop Easterling from NCLL on behalf of CUMC, stating 

our desire to go through the disaffiliation process in a way that honors Christ and ensures that 

the Gospel mission of CUMC remains a priority in everything that is communicated and 

accomplished., Our request is the Conference work with us towards disaffiliation under the 

terms that were previously established. (Note: The disaffiliation will only occur with 66.7% of 

the present members vote at Charge Conference.) 

• August 17, 2022 – First of two Town Hall Meetings for the members of Centreville UMC. 
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FUTURE STEPS / DATES / ACTIONS 

• FAQ (Frequently Asked Questions) is being put together with the questions we have received 

from the congregation.  Please continue to pass your questions along to Shelly 

(Office@centreville-umc.com) and Jerry (jerrydalethomas@gmail.com). This will be a living 

document and we will begin sharing the FAQ via email in September. 

• September 19, 2022 – Second Town Hall Meeting 

• September 26, 2022 – Distribution of FAQ’s 

• October 9, 2022 – Potluck Dinner and Discussion 

• October 19, 2022 – CUMC Straw Vote on Disaffiliation, additional information to be forthcoming 

• November 9, 2022 – CUMC Charge Conference – At the Charge Conference, the vote for 

Disaffiliation may or may not take place.  We will be following closely the Conferences response 

to our letter from August 12th.  If the Conference has not responded that they will adhere to the 

previous terms of the Taylor Disaffiliation Act, then we will not be taking a vote.  The NCLL will 

be providing CUMC with direction on how to proceed prior to Charge Conference. 

• June 2023 – IF the Peninsula Delaware Conference agrees to let CUMC Disaffiliate under the 

initial terms of the Taylor Disaffiliation Act prior to the November 9th Charge Conference, and IF 

the present CUMC official members vote and receive 66.7% of the votes in favor of disaffiliation, 

then the delegates (both clergy and laity) at the Peninsula Delaware Annual Conference will vote 

to accept our disaffiliation request.  IF these take place and the vote is affirmative, then CUMC 

would then be allowed to disaffiliate effective December 31, 2023 or prior, as long as we meet 

the financial requirements agreed upon. IF the vote takes place and the count is less than 66.7% 

in favor of disaffiliation, CUMC will remain a member of The United Methodist Church. 

• July 2023 – IF all of the above take place and disaffiliation is approved, CUMC would form a 

committee to investigate and bring forth options for our church, inclusive of but not limited to 

becoming a standalone Methodist Church, a member of The Global Methodist Church, or a Non-

Denominational Congregation.  It is important to understand, this is not something we need to 

identify at this time, but at a future time once the various steps have taken place. 
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SEPTEMBER 1 

ROTARY – 7AM 
SEPTEMBER 5 

OFFICE CLOSED – LABOR DAY 
SEPTEMBER 6 

INTERCESSORY PRAYER – 10AM 
SEPTEMBER 7 
FOOD PANTRY – 10AM 
PRAISE BAND – 6:30PM 

SEPTEMBER 8 

ROTARY – 7AM 
CHOIR – 6PM 
BELLS – 7:15PM 
SEPTEMBER 12 

TRUSTEES – 6:30PM 
CHORALE – 7PM 
SEPTEMBER 13 

INTERCESSORY PRAYER – 10AM 
METHODIST WOMEN – 1PM 
SPRC – 6:30PM 
REBUILDING TOGETHER – 6:30PM 
SEPTEMBER 14 
SEWING MINISTRY – 10AM 
PRAISE BAND – 6:30PM 
 
  

 

Centreville United Methodist Church 

608 Church Hill Rd. 

Centreville, MD  21617 

SEPTEMBER 2022 CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

SEPTEMBER 15 
ROTARY – 7AM 
CHOIR – 6PM 
BELLS – 7:15PM 
SEPTEMBER 19 

BLOOD BANK – 12PM 
TOWN HALL – 6:30PM 
CHORALE – 7PM 
SEPTEMBER 20 

INTERCESSORY PRAYER – 10AM 
REBUILDING TOGETHER – 6:30PM 
SEPTEMBER 21 

FOOD PANTRY – 10AM 
PRAISE BAND – 6:30PM 

SEPTEMBER 22 

ROTARY – 7AM 
DCOM – 8:30AM 
OUTREACH – 2PM 
CHOIR – 6PM 
BELLS – 7:15PM 
SEPTEMBER 26 

CHORALE – 7PM 
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SEPTEMBER 27 

INTERCESSORY PRAYER – 10AM 
ADMIN COUNCIL – 6:30PM 
SEPTEMBER 28 

SEWING MINISTRY – 10AM 
PRAISE BAND – 6:30PM 
SEPTEMBER 29 

ROTARY – 7AM 
CHOIR – 6PM 
BELLS – 7:15PM 


