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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK…

“God shapes the
world by prayer. The more prayer there is in the world
the better the world will be, the mightier the forces of
against evil …” states E.M. Bounds. 1 Thessalonians
5:17 tells us to pray continually or without ceasing
depending on the version of the Bible that you are
using. I want to challenge us to consider a prayer
pattern for the remainder of the summer using the
various parts of the day. It will help us to focus and be
in prayer for several things as a church. I want to
challenge us to be purposeful and continuous in our
prayer for the country and world, our ministries, and
our church leadership. Three times of the day
(morning, midday, and night) will hopefully help us in
this challenge.
Each day the sun rises from the east. A new day is
dawning. That is what we will pray, that a new day or
season will dawn in our country and the world. Pray for
peace and for love to overcome the darkness of this
world. There are conflicts, violence, and tension in our
own nation and around the world. Our world needs
prayer! Please pray for the nation and world in the
morning.
As the day progresses and the temperatures rise, pray
for our ministries. There are several that are heating up
and going strong this summer. We want to lift our
participation in the Queen Anne’s County Fair. Pray
that God opens doors and people can meet the church.
Lift our last summer outdoor movie night in prayer.
Pray that we will meet new families and that we can
share the warmth and love of Christ. August 28th we
Continued page 3

Centreville United Methodist Church
608 Church Hill Rd.
Centreville, MD 21617
410-758-0868
www.centreville-umc.com

THE MESSENGER

OUTREACH
Reaching Out into our Community to Make a Difference
by Larisa Thomas c240-994-5042, larisa97thomas@atlanticbb.net

Upcoming Outreach Opportunities For Our Congregation:
August 3 & 17 10-Noon

CUMC Food Pantry

Cleaning Buckets Delivered!
Back in April CUMC collected items for United Methodist Commission On Relief (UMCOR) that will be
used to start the cleanup in areas devastated by floods and other natural disasters. In 2017 when we
collected the buckets last, we had collected 10 buckets. Our generous
congregation this year collected a total of 25!!! The buckets get
delivered to Mechanicsburg, PA, where UMCOR has one of 4
warehouses in the country. Larisa’s cousin, Derek Fabian, who
happens to live in Mechanicsburg, met her and transported the
buckets to the warehouse. The warehouse was thrilled to receive so
many. Thank you to all who gave!
Food Pantry Update and Wishlist
This year has been the highest attended summer for the food pantry.
Normally, as the weather gets hot, many people choose not to or are not able to come out, sometimes
dropping down to 8 guests per pantry. We have been averaging 24 families each pantry, serving an
average of 52 people. We tend to have 2 to 4 new families every pantry. While we still have basic
staples, the more sought-after items are running low. We could use peanut butter, toilet paper,
cereals, spaghetti sauce, hamburger helper, side dishes, toiletries, and granola bars (or other healthy
snacks). Thank you for your support!
Just In Case You Missed Signing Up to Help Harvesting Leftovers
The Maryland Food Bank Eastern Shore Farm-to-Food-Bank Coordinator
is looking for volunteers to harvest what the farmers intentionally leave
behind in the fields for the Maryland Food Bank.
Volunteers are placed on an email list. When volunteer harvesting events are available, a mass email
goes out. If you are able to do it, then come out and join everyone. If you can’t do that event, just wait
for the next time that fits your schedule. To get enrolled on the list, go to
https://mdfoodbank.org/ways-to-give/volunteer/ then “Sign Up Individual” on right side. Click on Farm
to Food Bank program for the Mid-Shore Area
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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK…

(Continued from page 1)

will have our Blessing of the Backpacks. It is hoped that both
students, staff and administration will join us as we pray over
them for the upcoming school year. We also want to lift two
special Sundays that we will have in September. We will have a
First Responder Sunday on September 11, 2022, which is to
include a breakfast for our first responders between the
services. The Sunday after, September 18, 2022, will again be
our Back to Church Sunday. We hope to welcome to worship
that day strangers, those returning, and our regular attendees.
In fact, we will have a special prayer service the evening of
Tuesday, August 30, 2022, at 7pm as we turn our hearts to
Jesus’ command to go and make disciples. If that is not enough,
our Sunday School will resume for all ages in September and
let’s lift our music ministries as well.
Finally, take time to pray as the day is concluding. Each evening
there is a certain hope as we look to opportunities of the next
day. Our church leadership will be prayerfully and with great
deliberation seek God’s direction for Centreville UMC in the
present and coming future. Again, pray for our leadership to be
faithful, obedient, and seeking God’s leading. The leadership is
also inviting you to be a part of our upcoming town hall
meetings regarding the state of the UMC and discerning the
direction of Centreville UMC. These meeting will begin in
August and continue into the fall.
John Wesley said, “Prayer is where the action is." Will you join
me in action as we pray morning, noon, and night? Often
people feel helpless or want to know how they can help or
make a difference. Prayer is one of the greatest contributions
we can make. Let us pray!
~ Pastor Karen

Town Hall Meetings
We have been sharing information with you over the last few
months about the state of The United Methodist Church. We
have also shared some of the steps that Centreville UMC has
taken over the last few months as well. You may have questions
or want to know more. You may want to be in conversation. We
invite this and so we will be holding a Centreville UMC Town Hall
in August and again in September. The August date will be
Wednesday, August 17, 2022 @ 6:30pm. We will publish the
September date later. Please feel free to send questions that you
would like addressed to the church office.

QAC FAIR: CUMC will have a booth

at this year’s QAC Fair from August 8
– August 13. We need volunteers
to help man the booth and come help
support our church and community.
We will be promoting our church, our
Sunday school program, music
ministries, and Operation Christmas
Child as well as providing free
activities. There is a sign-up sheet in
the narthex. Please consider signing
up for a shift or two. The hours of the
fair are Monday – Friday 5-9pm and
Saturday 10am-5pm. Contact the
church office for more information at
410-758-0868.

NOW HIRING YOUTH
DIRECTOR
We are looking to hire an exemplary
Youth Director to lead and guide local
middle and high school students. The
Youth
Director
establishes
and
coordinates all activities related to the
youth of CUMC and its surrounding
community. He or she will strive to
encourage all students to understand
the spiritual journey; inspire students to
learn more about God; and support
them in developing a love for Him and
for others. Ideal candidates should have
a proficient understanding of the
challenges young people face today.
Responsibilities will include scheduling,
planning,
and
organizing
a
comprehensive youth program. This
position will require a minimum of 15
hours per week and salary will depend
on experience.
Please send resumes to Rev. Karen
Handy at khandy@centreville-umc.com
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METHODIST WOMEN NEWS
Heads Up! Please mark your calendars for our Annual Christmas
Luncheon/Party on December 6th at Fisherman’s Inn Restaurant. More
information will follow when time gets closer. ALL WOMEN OF THE CHURCH
ARE INVITED! Hope you will be joining us.

MUSIC NOTES by Erin Grier
Thank you to everyone who has shared musical talents this summer
at the 11 a.m. services: Averie Mortimer, Gaye Baker and Linda
Pullen, Janie Nickle, Bailey Bortz, Don Couch, Jodi Bortz, Mary Scull,
and Barbara and Lydia Meeks. It’s been wonderful to hear so many
beautiful performances. There are still spots open for special music
in August, so if you’ve been thinking about signing up there’s still
time!
Also, mark your calendars for the start of fall choir and handbell
rehearsals on Thursday, September 8th. Rehearsals are open to
both new and returning singers and ringers. Stay tuned for more
details and please reach out with any questions.

Congratulations to Lynn
Bingel and Rhonda Knotts
for completing the Spring
advanced Lay Servant Course
“Living Our Beliefs”

Join us this summer as we read the book
A Trip Around the Sun: Turning Your Everyday Life into the
Adventure of a Lifetime
by Mark Batterson and Richard Foth.
There will be two book club
meetings to discuss the book.
First Meeting - August 3 at 6 PM (Chapters 1-10)
Second Meeting – August 30 at 6 PM (Chapters 11-20)

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES
Beginning in September, we will offer two Sunday school classes for adults. In addition to the
class that Jerry Thomas will be leading in the fellowship hall, Janie Nickle will be leading an 8
week Bible survey class in the red room. The Bible survey class will cover the following topics:
Creation
The 4 Patriarchs
Exodus and Conquest
Judges and Kings

Exile, Return, and Silence
The Gospels
The Church

For those who cannot attend on Sunday morning, the class will be offered as an independent
Bible study Tuesday evening at 6.30. Sign- up sheets will be available in the Narthex soon.

THE MESSENGER

SUNDAY WORSHIP
Worship with us in person or online!
8:40 A.M.

CONTEMPORARY SERVICE

11:00 A.M.

TRADITIONAL SERVICE
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ADMINISTRATIVE
CHAIRPERSONS
ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL
JERRY THOMAS

(NURSERY AVAILABLE DURING BOTH SERVICES)
9:50 A.M.

SUNDAY SCHOOL (ALL AGES) – BEGINS 9/11

5:30 P.M.

YOUTH MINISTRIES (EVERY OTHER SUNDAY)

OUTDOOR MOVIE
NIGHT

STAFF PARISH RELATIONS
RHONDA KNOTTS

TRUSTEES
HENRY COVINGTON, JR.
RICHARD PHILLIPS, JR.

FINANCE
August 27, 2022 – SING 2 (PG)
8:00 PM
Buster Moon and his friends must persuade reclusive
rock star Clay Calloway to join them for the opening of a
new show.
Join us at CUMC for a free family movie night under
the stars! (If inclement weather, we will view the
movie inside). Popcorn will be available. Bring
your favorite beverage with you!

HEATHER TINELLI

LAY LEADER
WILL COVINGTON

CLERGY & OFFICE

Due to outdoor viewing, we need to start movie at
8pm for optimal lighting.

CHILDRENS SUNDAY
SCHOOL BEGINS

SENIOR PASTOR
REV. KAREN HANDY
KHANDY @ CENTREVILLE -UMC . COM

September 11, 2022
9:50 – 10:50 AM
WE ARE ALWAYS LOOKING FOR
TEACHERS!!!! Contact Kim Parkerson at
kimkeith@atlanticbb.net

OFFICE MANAGER
SHELLY ILLEMSZKY
OFFICE @ CENTREVILLE -UMC . COM
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Sunday, September 11, 2022
Centreville UMC will be honoring and thanking our First
Responders in our local area during both of our services at
8:40am and 11am.
We will host a breakfast between our services at 9:45am.
More details will be shared in the next few weeks. Please
save the date!

CYM AUGUST 2022 HANG OUT SCHEDULE!
All middle and high school youth are invited to join!
August 12—Queen Anne’s County Fair 7-9pm
Meet us at the trolley drop off site inside the fairgrounds. Bring
spending money.
August 28—Pool Party 4-7pm
Meet at the church with you pool gear. We will travel to the Illemszky
home and enjoy their pool for our last summer outing!

Back to Church Sunday will be held on
Sunday, September 18, 2022
8:40am and 11am
Whether you are a regular attender, haven’t
been in a while, or a stranger, you are welcome
to join us and learn that Hope Happens Here!
In preparation, we will have a special evening
prayer service. Tuesday, August 30, 2022 at 7pm
Jesus declared, “Come, follow me, and I will
show you how to fish for people!”
(Matt 4:19 NLT)
We will be casting a net of prayer that evening to
seek who Jesus would have us invite and to ask
for hearts to be prepared for the invitation.
All are invited to this time of prayer!

Love Your Church Service? There’s an Easy Way
to Show it! By Larisa Thomas

When I can’t be present at church for Sunday morning service, I stream the
service via Facebook. I usually alternate which service I watch. One thing I have
noticed is that, with the Methodist habit of filling from the back first, it looks like
no one is in the church on Sundays when I stream the service. If I was shopping for a church and checking out
websites, I would probably click on the taped service to see if I liked the church. I think you can guess where this
is going… a church that appears empty, why would I want to visit it? I know we all are comfortable in the back,
and I definitely started as a back-pew attendee (always back left), but maybe people can alternate sitting up
front on the left? This is one easy way everyone can help support our church and show others that we DO like
our church services.
(This could have been either service on most Sundays. The week before the 2nd service looked the same)
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Hello, CUMC!
It's hard to believe we’re well into summer... and harder to believe that I'm back in Maryland! My
Discipleship Training School with Youth With a Mission (YWAM) Kona Ships wrapped up and
I've returned from serving with a team of missionaries in Bastimentos Island, Panama and
Mazatlán, Mexico. I would love to share with you every story of how God moved through my
team and I; but for now, I'd like to give you a ministry overview, tell you about one particularly
impactful night at a hospital in Mazatlán, and share with you what step into mission work God has
called me to next.
My team and I arrived at the YWAM Outpost Panama base on the jungle island of Bastimentos in
early April. We held community softball games, children's ministry, women's Bible studies, and
English classes with the local Ngöbe people. We also worked on projects around the base, such as
clearing overgrown tropical vegetation and painting old walls. We spent the month of May
serving in Mazatlán. We did everything from distributing Spanish Bibles to homes in the city, to
working on the Amazing Grace (one of YWAM Ships' medical mission vessels), to street/village
evangelism, to praying over Sinaloa's police officers. It was SO much fun! That said, one night
stands out to me above the rest: my third time serving with Open Doors (a ministry that brings
food, prayer, and music to patients and caretakers outside a local major hospital). I felt a strong
urgency that night to join those who were going inside to pray for patients, rather than sing
outside with the worship band, as I had the previous weeks. I partnered up with a Spanish speaker
named Joel, pushed aside my aversion to hospitals, and headed to the men's ward on the 3rd floor.
After praying for 8 patients (one of whom prayed to receive Jesus!!), we reached a teenage boy
and his tired mom. As soon as I saw her, God highlighted her eyes to me. After we prayed over
her and her son's injured leg, I told her she had "ojos muy bonitos" (very pretty eyes) and gave her
a hug. She hugged me back so hard- she did not want to let go. So, I stood there. And we hugged.
For a long time. As Joel and I walked out that night, I was so reminded of this: we, as Christians,
are the hands and feet of Jesus. We are Christ's (tangible!) body while we're here on this earth,
wherever we go. And as His followers, we have the absolute joy and privilege of getting to bring
the light and love of Jesus into the lives of each person that God places around us. What an
incredible honor!
I thank you for all of the prayers and support that made moments like this one possible. I could
not have done it without you.
So, what’s next? Well, I am excited to share with you- I feel a long-term call on my life to missions and worship. God put it on my
heart to apply to YWAM Kona's School of Worship... and I've been accepted! This means I'll be returning to Kona this fall for a
secondary missionary training school, then going on Outreach (missions) for the 3 months that follow (I'll likely be returning to
Mexico!). This combines my love for serving in missions with my passion for worship music, singing, & songwriting! I couldn't
be more excited to serve God in this way.
That said, I am working and fundraising this summer in order to go. My one-time goal of $11,100 and monthly goal of $400/month
will cover the cost of the School of Worship (secondary training school), food, lodging , flights/transportation, medical insurance, and
related expenses. If God is placing it on your heart to become a one-time or monthly supporter, please reach out to me at
actionoverinaction@gmail.com. Or you can give directly via the following options:
1. Online at ywamkona.force.com/payment
2. Venmo @Brittney-Wood-2
3. Paypal: actionoverinaction@gmail.com
4. Or mail cash or check to: Brittney Wood, 376 Loblolly Way, Grasonville, MD 21638
Thank you again for your prayers and support,
Brittney Wood
YWAM Student Missionary
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AUGUST 2022 CALENDAR OF EVENTS
AUGUST 2
INTERCESSORY PRAYER – 10AM
AUGUST 3
FOOD PANTRY – 10AM
BOOK CLUB – 6PM
PRAISE BAND – 6:30PM
AUGUST 4
ROTARY – 7AM
AUGUST 9
INTERCESSORY PRAYER – 10AM
SPRC – 6:30PM
REBUILDING TOGETHER – 6:30PM
AUGUST 10
PRAISE BAND – 6:30PM
AUGUST 11
ROTARY – 7AM
OUTREACH – 2PM
AUGUST 16
INTERCESSORY PRAYER – 10AM
REBUILDING TOGETHER – 6:30PM
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AUGUST 17
FOOD PANTRY – 10AM
AUGUST 18
ROTARY – 7AM
REBUILDING TOGETHER – 6:30PM
AUGUST 23
INTERCESSORY PRAYER – 10AM
ADMIN COUNCIL – 6:30PM
AUGUST 24
PRAISE BAND – 6:30PM
AUGUST 25
ROTARY – 7AM
AUGUST 27
MOVIE NIGHT – 8PM
AUGUST 29
BLOOD BANK – 12PM
AUGUST 30
INTERCESSORY PRAYER – 10AM
BOOK CLUB – 6PM
AUGUST 31
PRAISE BAND – 6:30PM
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