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Horror. Shock. Sadness. These are only a few words
that describe my reaction and feeling after hearing
the news of yet another school shooting. This time
it was Robb Elementary in Uvalde, TX. So many
young lives were lost that day. Lives were lost and
lives were forever changed in a blink of the eye.
Would you do me a favor and stop right here and
pray for a moment.
Lord, may your Holy Spirit surround these families,
children, school staff, first responders, and
community as they grieve and mourn. May you
soothe the broken-hearted and hurting. Lord, be
with those who will live with this act of horror the
remainder of their days. Honestly, no words can
completely convey our thoughts and emotions, so
we claim your word, “And the Holy Spirit helps us in
our weakness. For example, we don’t know what
God wants us to pray for. But the Holy Spirit prays
for us with groanings that cannot be expressed in
words.” (Romans 8:26) Come, Holy Spirit, and bring
your peace. Amen.
I believe that we should be praying in a time like
this. Yes, there are some who are frustrated and
dare us to not pray, but to move into action. That is
exactly what the enemy, Satan, wants us to do in
moments like this. Why does it need to be one or
the other? Why can we not act and pray at the
same time?
I’m also not here for the debate of gun laws or bans.
I do believe that we need to be careful that
tragedies like this do not further divide us. We need
the conversation and to look at the root issues.
Continued page 3
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OUTREACH
Reaching Out into our Community to Make a Difference
by Larisa Thomas c240-994-5042, larisa97thomas@atlanticbb.net

UPCOMING OUTREACH OPPORTUNITIES FOR OUR CONGREGATION :
Upcoming Outreach Opportunities For Our Congregation:
June 1 & 15

10-Noon

CUMC Food Pantry

Food Pantry Update and Wishlist
Our food pantry continues to be a needed resource in our community. While we still have some
supplies left from the food drives, there are things we are running low on. We could use cereals,
hamburger helper, side dishes, toiletries, and granola bars (or other healhy snacks). Thank you
for your support!
Reminder to Sign Up to Help Harvesting Leftovers
The Maryland Food Bank Eastern Shore Farm -to-Food-Bank
Coordinator is looking for volunteers to produce that the farmers
leave behind in the fields for the Maryland Food Bank.
Volunteers are placed on an email list. When volunteer gle aning
events are available, a mass email goes out. If you are able to do it, then come out and join
everyone. If you can’t do that event, just wait for the next time that fits your schedule. To get
enrolled on the list, go to https://mdfoodbank.org/ways-to-give/volunteer/ then “Sign Up
Individual” on right side. Click on Farm to Food Bank program for the Mid -Shore Area

Combined Service 10 AM
June 5, 2022
There will be a Combined Worship Service at 10:00 AM on
Pentecost Sunday, JUNE 5, 2022. We will be receiving our
Confirmands and New Members as well as recognizing our
2022 graduates (high school and college).
Please join us for a bring your own picnic lunch immediately
following the service for a time of fellowship and celebration.
Dessert will be provided.
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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK: (CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1)
Violence and mental health issues are increasing. I
cannot help but notice that as the percentage of
Americans who define themselves as “none” regarding
religious affiliation increases, so does the violence and
mental health crisis. Do not get me wrong, I do not
believe that joining a church solves everything in
society. Membership does not equal a life-changing
relationship with Christ.
God has been pressing on me. This is what I feel God
laying on my heart. Church, we have one of the most
powerful and transforming things available to us, it is
HOPE. That is what our world needs. We need hope!
The tragedy is that the church needs to be sharing that
hope. We believe that this hope comes from the acts
of Jesus Christ. So, the question then comes, how do
we share this hope? As we are finishing in Colossians
this Memorial Day Weekend, we come to these words
by the Apostle Paul,
“Devote yourselves to prayer with an alert mind and a
thankful heart. Pray for us, too, that God will give us
many opportunities to speak about his mysterious plan
concerning Christ. That is why I am here in chains. Pray
that I will proclaim this message as clearly as I should.
Live wisely among those who are not believers and
make the most of every opportunity. Let your
conversation be gracious and attractive[a] so that you
will have the right response for everyone.” (Colossians
4:2-6)
We are to pray and proclaim. Pray for God’s leading
on who you need to share the message of love and
hope with today, tomorrow, maybe even this very
moment. Pray for God to open doors for conversation
and for the sharing of the Gospel, the Good News. We
all need Jesus! Let’s proclaim the hope that has
changed our lives and can change the world around
us! To God be the glory!
~ Pastor Karen

NOW HIRING
YOUTH DIRECTOR
We are looking to hire an exemplary
Youth Director to lead and guide local
middle and high school students. The
Youth
Director
establishes
and
coordinates all activities related to the
youth of CUMC and its surrounding
community. He or she will strive to
encourage all students to understand the
spiritual journey; inspire students to learn
more about God; and support them in
developing a love for Him and for others.
Ideal candidates should have a proficient
understanding of the challenges young
people face today. Responsibilities will
include scheduling, planning, and
organizing a comprehensive youth
program. This position will require a
minimum of 15 hours per week and
salary will depend on experience.
Please send resumes to Rev. Karen Handy
at khandy@centreville-umc.com

Music Notes
CUMC Summer Special Music is here! If you play a
musical instrument or sing (or both!) and would like
to share your musical gifts with the congregation at
the 11 a.m. service this summer, I invite you to
participate. Summer special music begins on Sunday,
June 12th, and continues through the end of August.
In the past we’ve had solos, duos, small groups and
families; children, teens and adults of all ages; and
instruments ranging from guitar to flute to steel pans
and harmonica. A sign-up sheet is available in the
church narthex (lobby), or you can contact Erin Grier
directly with questions or to reserve a date. If you
have a musical gift to share, CUMC music ministry
wants you for summer 2022!
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Around the Church

Ephraim Schinault’s Baptism with parents,
Matt & Julia.

We are still in need of volunteers!
Please join us for VBS planning & crafts on
Saturday, June 11th at 9:00 AM and VBS Training
on Tuesday, June 21st at 6:30 PM.
Please contact Janie Nickle for more information
at vjnickle@gmail.com
Confirmation Retreat with a few of our youth.

Some of our youth having an ice cream break at
the confirmation retreat.

Last day of the children’s Sunday School
celebration!
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Congregational Update:
Thank you to all that came to the Congregational Meeting! Others have received the information that
was made available that day. Again, Pastor Karen is available to anyone that would like to discuss this
further.
There has been an update since we met. As was mentioned during the meeting, there are several
moving parts at this time. One of those moving parts was our Judicial Council, similar to our Supreme
Court for our nation. There was a question of whether a conference in the United States could
disaffiliate. The Council ruled that a conference cannot leave the church as our current polity (ruling
law) does not make a way for this. Individual churches may disaffiliate, but not a whole conference.
(For those who are wondering, we are a part of the Peninsula-Delaware Conference which includes all
of Delaware and Eastern Shore Maryland.)
We will continue to give updates are we are made aware.

Church Office
Summer Hours:

Mon.– Thurs. 9AM – 4PM
Friday - Closed

June 19

THE MESSENGER

SUNDAY WORSHIP
Worship with us in person or online!
8:40 A.M.

CONTEMPORARY SERVICE

11:00 A.M.

TRADITIONAL SERVICE

2022
ADMINISTRATIVE
CHAIRPERSONS
ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL
JERRY THOMAS

(NURSERY AVAILABLE DURING BOTH SERVICES)
9:50 A.M.

SUNDAY SCHOOL (ALL AGES)

5:30 P.M.

YOUTH MINISTRIES (EVERY OTHER SUNDAY)

STAFF PARISH RELATIONS
RHONDA KNOTTS

TRUSTEES
HENRY COVINGTON, JR.
RICHARD PHILLIPS, JR.

FINANCE
HEATHER TINELLI

LAY LEADER
WILL COVINGTON

CLERGY & OFFICE

SENIOR PASTOR
REV. KAREN HANDY
KHANDY @ CENTREVILLE -UMC . COM

OFFICE MANAGER
SHELLY ILLEMSZKY
OFFICE @ CENTREVILLE -UMC . COM
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JUNE 2022 CALENDAR OF EVENTS
JUNE 1
FOOD PANTRY – 10AM
JONAH – 1 & 7:30PM
PRAISE BAND – 6:30PM
JUNE 2
ROTARY – 7AM
CHOIR – 6PM
BELLS – 7:15PM
JUNE 4
QAC CHORALE SPRING CONCERT – 7PM
JUNE 5
COMBINED SERVICE – 10 AM
QAC CHORALE SPRING CONCERT – 3PM
JUNE 6
TRUSTEE MTG – 6:30PM
JUNE 7
INTERCESSORY PRAYER – 10AM
BAPTISMS AT CAMP PECOMETH – 6PM
JUNE 8
JONAH – 1 & 7:30PM
PRAISE BAND – 6:30PM

JUNE 9
ROTARY – 7AM
JUNE 11
VBS TRAINING AND CRAFTS – 9AM
PEN DEL CONF WOMEN OF FAITH – 8AM
JUNE 14
INTERCESSORY PRAYER – 10AM
SPRC – 6:30PM
JUNE 15
FOOD PANTRY – 10AM
JONAH – 1 & 7:30PM
PRAISE BAND – 6:30PM
JUNE 16
ROTARY – 7AM
JUNE 18
MOVIE NIGHT – 8PM
JUNE 21
VBS TRAINING– 6:30PM
ADMIN COUNCIL – 6:30PM
REBUILDING TOGETHER – 6:30PM

Centreville United Methodist Church
608 Church Hill Rd.
Centreville, MD 21617

JUNE 22
JONAH – 1 & 7:30PM
PRAISE BAND – 6:30PM
JUNE 23
ROTARY – 7AM
JUNE 26-30
VBS – 6-8PM
JUNE 27
BLOOD BANK – 10 AM
JUNE 30
ROTARY – 7AM

