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The Messenger
FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK:
5,4,3,2,1…Happy New Year. The clock will strike
midnight once again on New Year’s Day and we will
be beginning a new adventure, the year 2022. Are
you looking to this new year with anticipation, hopes,
dreams, expectations?
Many will be setting
resolutions. As a Christian, how should we approach
the new year?
Did you know that the practice of New Year’s
Resolutions dates back over 3,000 year to the
Babylonians? Nothing mystical happens at the stroke
of midnight on New Year’s Eve. There is no
difference between New Year’s Eve and New Year’s
Day. Yet we approach it with the chance to start
fresh.
God is a God of new beginnings. 2 Corinthians 5:17
reads, “This means that anyone who belongs to
Christ has become a new person. The old life is gone;
a new life has begun!” (NLT) As Christians, we are a
new creation. As new creations, we don’t want to
make resolutions that only will be broken or honor
only to self. We want to strive to become more
Christ-like. But how do we accomplish this?
I found a few suggestions on the website
www.gotquestions.org/new-years-resolution that I
thought I would share with you: (1) pray to the Lord
for wisdom (James 1:5) regarding what resolutions, if
any, He would have you make; (2) pray for wisdom as
to how to fulfill the goals God gives you; (3) rely on
God’s strength (Philippians 4:13) to help you; (4) find
an accountability partner who will help you and
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Outreach

Reaching out into our Community
to make a difference.

by Larisa Thomas c240-994-5042,
larisa97thomas@atlanticbb.net

Upcoming Outreach Opportunities for Our Congregation:

Jan 5 & 19

10-Noon

CUMC Food Pantry

Jan 17, 18, 29, 30

6:30 PM

Shelter Casseroles Needed

Shelter Casseroles Needed January 17, 18, 29, & 30
Yes, we are still only providing casseroles for the January Shelter Schedule. While the shelter
has reopened at KIUMC, we are using paid staff to limit the risk of COVID. Volunteers will take
the meal to the kitchen doors at KIUMC between 6:3 0-6:45 PM. The casseroles should be fully
cooked, hot and ready to serve when dropped off in a throwaway container. Sign up at Sign
Up Genius (link on CUMC Website under Serve Tab)
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f094baaa62ea75 -shelter1 , in the narthex, or just
call/text/email Larisa.
Food Pantry Update
December was our busiest month. With the holidays came an increase in guests, serving 66
families. Luckily, with wonderful food drives from various organizations, we kept the shelves
stocked. I can’t thank enough my volunteers who meet several times a week to process all the
donations, date checking and sorting; you were amazing! Thank you for your continued
support, and I always pray the need for our services will diminish.

Methodist Women

by Lynda Palmatary

I want to thank those ladies who attended the Christmas Luncheon/Party at Fisherman's Inn
on December 7th. We had 26 women, and everyone had a great time. The food was delicious,
and service was awesome. So glad we all could get together this year, as last year it was
cancelled due to Covid. Many thanks to Lisa Walls and Phyllis Hoffman for their help and
goodies provided. We hope to do it again next year and ma ke sure you ladies that missed it,
join us. Merry Christmas to all. Blessings, Lynda Palmatary
FOOD PANTRY CHRISTMAS GIVE AWAY:
I want to say many, many thanks to the members of the church that donated items for our
Christmas Give Away. You sure did come through and the items were just great. We had 41
recipients who were so appreciative, and we had some that even cried, and all felt so blessed.
A kind deed is like water for a flower: It makes the heart bloom. Thanks for planting a garden
in many hearts. A special thanks to Phyllis Hoffman, Bob Hoffman, Lisa Walls, Harriet Caporin,
Gene Palmatary, Debbie Cimba and Alan Stevenson for their hard work to make this possible.
God surely sent Alan to us for this Ministry. Merry Christmas to all and m ay you have many
blessings during the Christmas Season and New Year.
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From the Pastor’s Desk… (continued from Page 1)
encourage you; (5) don’t become discouraged with
occasional failures; instead, allow them to motivate you
further; (6) don’t become proud or vain, but give God the
glory. Psalm 37:5-6 says, “Commit your way to the LORD;
trust in him and he will do this: He will make your
righteousness shine like the dawn, the justice of your
cause like the noonday sun.”
So here it is in practical terms. You know that you want
to read the Bible more this year. Pray about how God
would have you go about it. There are many different
way to aid you including Bible studies offered through
Centreville UMC as well as a 2 year Bible reading plan.
Sometimes God answers our prayers through others, so
if you are praying and not sure what will work best for
you, feel free to contact me and we can discuss and pray
about it together. Once you decide what and how you
will resolve, ask God to help you. (We often cannot do it
in our own strength.) Accountability is one of the most
critical parts we need in our Christian journey. Commit
to a class and being present as often as you can, or if you
are doing the 2 Year Bible Reading plan commit to the
gathering once a month to talk about what you are
reading and learning. Even with all this, life happens.
We fail or fall short as human beings. This is when it is
important to remind yourself why you even started.
Grab ahold of the bigger picture, you are doing this to
grow closer to God and to become more Christ-like.
When you have completed your first class or read the
entire Bible, give God the glory for the work He is doing
in you and through you.
5,4,3,2,1…Happy New Year and may 2022 be the Year of
the LORD.
~ Pastor Karen

HeBrews: We Need Volunteers
We will be having a short session on procedures,
including food safety during the pandemic on January 9,
2022 in between worship services in the fellowship hall.
This program is a great opportunity to meet and greet
each other and get to know new congregants!

Pastor Karen and family would
like to extend a heartfelt thank
you for all the cards, treats, and
gifts during this holiday season.
We certainly appreciated each
one. We feel blessed to be a
part of the CUMC family and
you made it much “sweeter”.
We also want to wish everyone
a Happy New Year!

Youth News:
Our youth will be a part of the live audience for
the Virtual Wave (formally Youth Rally). In other
words, our students and adult leaders will be on
site at Connection Community Church
(Middletown, DE) as the virtual event is being
streamed.
We are excited to have them
participate as this will give them a live experience
and it helps those who are speaking and
performing to create a better event for all. We
will be staying in Middletown as well. It may not
be Ocean City, MD, but the students will be
getting away together and having time to share
devotions, meals, thoughts, and experiences.
We will also have a Sunday night of making soup
as we did last year which will be delivered to shut
ins.
Check out the schedule and plan for January:
January 2, 2022 – No Youth Group
January 7-8, 2022 – Wave (Those attending
will be receiving more information about
times)
January 16, 2022 – 5:30-7 pm - Service Project
evening of making soup
January 23, 2022 – No Youth Group
January 30, 2022 – 5:30-7pm – Youth Group
meeting
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Bible Studies:

Led by Pastor Karen, this 7-week Bible
Study begins January 5, 2022 at 1 PM
and 7:30 PM. This small group Bible
study is designed for helping you
discover the treasure of a deep
relationship with God, through the
power of the Holy Spirit.

Led by Janie Nickle, this 12 -week Bible
Study begins January 19, 2022 and will
be offered at 1PM and 7PM.
This
study was offered last year and was so
well received, we thought we would
offer it again for anyone else that may
have missed it.
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Sunday Worship:
WORSHIP WITH US IN PERSON OR ONLINE .
8:40 A.M.

CONTEMPORARY SERVICE

11:00 A.M.

TRADITIONAL SERVICE

(NURSERY AVAILABLE DURING ALL SERVICES )
9:50 A.M.

SUNDAY SCHOOL (ALL AGES)

5:30 P.M.

YOUTH MINISTRIES

2022
ADMINISTRATIVE
CHAIRPERSONS
ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL
JERRY THOMAS

STAFF PARISH RELATIONS
RHONDA KNOTTS

TRUSTEES
HENRY COVINGTON, JR.

Calendar of Events:
JANUARY 2022
JAN 3
TRUSTEE MTG. – 6:30PM
JAN 4
INTERCESSORY PRAYER – 10AM
REBUILDING TOGETHER – 6:30PM
JAN 5
ENCOUNTER THE SPIRIT – 1 & 7:30PM
FOOD PANTRY – 10AM
PRAISE BAND – 6:30PM
JAN 6
ROTARY – 7AM
CHOIR – 6PM
BELLS – 7:15PM
JAN 10
QA CHORALE – 7PM
JAN 11
INTERCESSORY PRAYER – 10AM
JAN 12
ENCOUNTER THE SPIRIT – 1 & 7:30PM
PRAISE BAND – 6:30PM
JAN 13
ROTARY – 7AM
OUTREACH – 2PM
CHOIR – 6PM
BELLS – 7:15PM
JAN 17
OFFICE CLOSED – MLK JR. DAY
JAN 18
INTERCESSORY PRAYER – 10AM

RICHARD PHILLIPS, JR.

FINANCE
JAN 19
ENCOUNTER THE SPIRIT – 1 & 7:30PM
FOOD PANTRY – 10AM
EPIC OF EDEN – 1 & 7PM
PRAISE BAND – 6:30PM
JAN 20
ROTARY – 7AM
DCOM – 8:30AM
CHOIR – 6PM
BELLS – 7:15PM
JAN 24
QA CHORALE – 7PM
JAN 25
INTERCESSORY PRAYER – 10AM
ADMIN. COUNCIL MTG. – 6:30PM
JAN 26
ENCOUNTER THE SPIRIT – 1 & 7:30PM
EPIC OF EDEN – 1 & 7PM
PRAISE BAND – 6:30PM
JAN 27
ROTARY – 7AM
CHOIR – 6PM
BELLS – 7:15PM
JAN 31
BLOOD BANK – 12PM
QA CHORALE – 7PM

HEATHER TINELLI

LAY LEADER
WILL COVINGTON

CLERGY & OFFICE

SENIOR PASTOR
REV. KAREN HANDY
KHANDY @ CENTREVILLE -UMC . COM

OFFICE MANAGER
SHELLY ILLEMSZKY
OFFICE @ CENTREVILLE -UMC . COM
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Month in Pictures:
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More Pictures:
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“The LORD himself goes before you and
will be with you; he will never leave you
nor forsake you. Do not be afraid; do not
be discouraged.”
Deuteronomy 31:8
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