The Messenger
December 2021
A Message from Our Pastor:
This Advent we are in the midst of The Wonder of Christmas. We are
looking at different wonders such as a star, a name, a manger, and a promise
which point us to God’s love. This has me thinking of other wonders
associated with the Christmas story. One of those is the wonder of a gift.
Whether in a beautiful box or a simple wrapping, a good gift is a marvelous
thing. It communicates love and appreciation. It makes us feel special. As we
wait to open them, we imagine what is inside. Yes, there is wonder in a gift.
Recently, I was reminded of another part of gifts. Casey Turner is a youth at
Centreville United Methodist Church. She has a love and passion for farming
and her animals. I truly believe that she has a gift. Here is the awesome part
and of which she reminded me. Casey chooses to use this gift. She asked
recently if she could put together a small petting zoo for our Trunk or
Treat. She also offered to share her animals with us for our Drive-thru Live
Nativity on Sunday, Dec. 12 at 5:30pm. The best gifts are the ones that are
used!

Around the Church

Blessed to have received 4 new
members through Baptism!

God has given each of us gifts. Are you using your gift(s)? 1 Peter 4:10
states: “Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve
others, as faithful stewards of God’s grace in its various forms.” Gifts are
meant to be used. Don’t discover the gift(s) that you have received and hide
them or put them on a shelf. God has given graciously to us all. We were all
created with talents that are God given. These are gifts! God wants you to
use your gifts to serve others. So, this Christmas season, take time to reflect
and discover the gifts God has given you and how you might be able to use
them because the best gifts are the ones that are used!
~ Pastor Karen

“Each of you should use whatever gift you have
received to serve others, as faithful stewards of God’s
grace in its various forms.” 1 Peter 4:10

Journey with Jesus Movie Night

Centreville United Methodist Church

Methodist Women’s News: The Methodist
Women will be holding their Annual Christmas Party
Luncheon on Tuesday, December 7, 2021, at 11:45
am at Fisherman’s Inn Restaurant. Separate checks
will be given, and we will be ordering from the menu.
It will be held in the same room as last time. We will
meet at the church at 11:15 am to ride together, or
you can drive on your own and meet us at the
restaurant. Reservations MUST be made to Lynda
Palmatary by December 3rd.

Live Drive-Thru Nativity
December 12, 2021
5:30 – 6:30 PM

If you want to be a part of the Santa gift exchange,
bring a $10.00 gift. It will be fun and hope to see
many for our fun day! God Bless.
Centreville United Methodist Church

Christmas Eve Services
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ADMINISTRATIVE
CHAIRPERSONS

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD
National Collection Week was a success!

Our first year serving as a Drop Off Location for Operation Christmas Child
was very positive. Samaritan’s Purse does a wonderful job of preparing their
volunteers to have a successful experience during the third week of November
which is always National Collection Week. Everywhere across the nation
volunteers are collecting shoeboxes and putting them into cartons to start
their journey to the other side of the world during this week.
Centreville UMC started our week on Sunday, November 14th by collecting
our own shoeboxes that had been blessed during the morning worship
services. We collected a total of 235 shoeboxes. Many volunteers helped to
count accurately and put the shoeboxes into the larger cartons. We were able
to walk through the process of what we would be doing through the coming
week. We were joined by our Area Coordinators, Kathe and Carroll Wagner.
They shared a few stories of shoebox recipients and how this simple gift
changed their lives. This gave us an idea that a shoebox gift is so much more
than just a simple gift. The shoebox is called a GO box because each box
represents a Gospel Opportunity that has the potential to share Jesus with up
to 50 individuals.
Monday, November 15th was our first official day of National Collection
Week. We started with a bang, because our very first drop off was a church
with 443 shoeboxes and 18 large boxes of filler items. It was exciting to see all
those shoeboxes pilling up on the tables we had set up. We prayed over them
with the Pastor who delivered them. We thanked God for the hands that had
filled them with love. We prayed for the child around the world who would
open that shoebox gift and hear about the greatest gift of Jesus. We ended the
morning with a single shoebox gift drop off. We received it graciously and
were just as happy to receive it. It was an exciting and fulfilling first day.
As the week went on some days, we received 2 or 3 shoeboxes and others 20
to 40 shoeboxes. It was always exciting when a car pulled up bringing more
shoebox gifts. People were glad to pray with us over their gifts. Many shared
their love of OCC ministry and shared some of the ways they had served.
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Outreach:
Reaching out into our community to make a difference
By Larisa Thomas c240-994-5042, larisa97thomas@atlanticbb.net

Upcoming Outreach Opportunities for Our Congregation:
Dec 1 & 15
Dec 13-15
Dec 16
Dec 18

10-Noon
5:30
11:30-4:30

CUMC Food Pantry
Shelter Casseroles Needed
Corsica Angel Tag Gifts Due
OCC Shoebox Warehouse Work for 10 people

Shelter Casseroles Needed Dec. 13-15
Due to COVID, the Homeless Shelter will be still housing individuals in motel rooms for December. They are looking for a
meat and veggie casserole or pasta type casserole. A green salad would be nice especially with a pasta dish. The casseroles
should be fully cooked, hot and ready to serve when dropped off in a throwaway container. Sandi or Karen will be at KIUMC
each evening to take in the meal and will keep us updated on the number of guests we are feeding and any food allergies.
Sign up at Sign Up Genius (link on CUMC Website under Serve Tab) https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f094baaa62ea75shelter1

Corsica Hills Nursing Home Angel Tags
For those who couldn’t do the QAC Children Angel Tree gift giving, we will be blessing Corsica Hills’ residents with a few
gifts they need. Tags are on the Christmas Tree in the Narthex. All gifts are due December 16th. Call/Text Larisa Thomas 240994-5042 for information.

Trip to Christmas Shoebox Warehouse – RSVP for Saturday Dec. 18 for 12:30-3:30 PM Shift
Come help process all the incoming Christmas Shoeboxes from collection sites like ours! We will meet at the church at 11:00
am, carpool to the warehouse in Baltimore (the same location as last year) and return around 4:30 PM. Last year, it was
amazing to see all the volunteers from as far away as New York State helping to process part of the 900,000 shoeboxes that
went through our warehouse. We have 10 spaces open on our reservation. RSVP to Larisa.

Food Pantry Update
In November we had a large amount of people coming through: 55 families. Currently we are processing neighborhood food
drives, and we are currently stocked for now. Thank you for your continued support!
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National Collection Week….. (continued from page 3)

Some of the sweetest drop offs were when the
children brought the shoeboxes they had filled. They
helped us pray over their gifts as we all laid hands on
the boxes and prayed for the child who would open
the gift. God knows the exact child who would open
this gift. We prayed that they would be delighted with
the toys and that they would hear about Jesus and
come to know and love Him in a life changing way.
It was great when we were busy counting and
cartonizing shoeboxes, but we also had some down
time when we were waiting for the next vehicle to
arrive. These were special times too, as we got to
know each other better. We had some great
conversations and we learned much more about
Operation Christmas Child. Each day we shared a
devotion that told, about people in different areas of
OCC. One story was about a woman who became a
Year Around Volunteer as a Drop Off Coordinator at
the age of 92. Another of a teenager who was able to
raise enough money to pack 500 shoeboxes and cover
the $9 suggested donation for each shoebox packed.
And she did this during Covid19. She understood the
eternal impact that is possible with each shoebox gift
given in the name of Jesus. On the other end of the
shoebox journey are the children who receive the
shoeboxes. We heard the story of 2 children who
walked 5 miles to attend an outreach event where they
received a shoebox gift. Afterwards they continued to
attend the 12-week discipleship program and were
transformed by the gospel lessons. Their parents who
were of a different faith saw the change in their
children and their dedication to walk 5 miles to
church. They decided to donate land to build a
building nearby.

a simple gift. We also talked about ideas we could use to
broaden our involvement in OCC. Such as having a
packing party or making handmade gifts to include in
our shoeboxes.
We had over 25 volunteers who packed 1,041 shoebox
gifts into 69 Samaritan’s Purse Cartons. We filled several
vehicles to carry them to our Central Drop Off at Calvary
Church in Dover, Delaware. Our volunteers were a true
blessing throughout the whole week. Whether we were
busy like on our first day or not so busy on the days we
got a few drop offs. We followed the guidelines and
counted and recounted. We did so much counting! And
then packing as many as we could into the large cartons
and then a final count before loading them into the
vehicles. We did it all gladly and with grateful hearts.
When it came time to fill vehicles, we had several young
men who didn’t seem to need a handcart to load the
cartons. Several people made several trips to Dover with
our vehicles filled to capacity with shoebox gifts. A very
busy, exciting week and blessed week. A wonderful
outreach to our community.
And the King will tell them: “I assure you, when you did it to
one of the least of these my brothers and sisters, you were doing it to
me” - Matthew 25:40
Submitted by Leesa Stokes.

Through these devotions and all the conversations,
we all got a greater understanding of what this simple
shoebox gift was. It was much bigger than just
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NEW ALTAR FLOWERS UPDATE
Greetings Church Family! I want to thank you
for your support this year in providing the
beautiful altar flowers. They are a wonderful
gift to the church and certainly a sweet
reminder of the people who have meant so
much to us in our lives, presently or in the
past.

Blue Christmas/ Longest
Night Service
December 21 @ 6:30 PM
All are welcome!

For many people, the approaching
Christmas holiday does not bring with it
the joy and happiness that is advertised
on television or in greeting cards. They
may be facing a holiday after the death of
a loved one or after a divorce. Perhaps
they have been unable to have a child or
have suffered through an emotional
trauma. Or perhaps they feel pressured
and
overwhelmed
by
holiday
preparations. Let's face it, life has been
hard the last year and a half. This is a
service to allow reflection and offer hope
in the midst of our struggles, even during
the Christmas season.
Service will be held at Centreville UMC
on Tuesday, December 21, 2021 at
6:30pm. Everyone is welcome.

I would like to try a new method to offer altar
flower participation.
Beginning in
December, there will be sign-up sheets in the
narthex for each Sunday by month. This will
hopefully give everyone easy access to
participate.
If you know of an anniversary, birthday,
holiday etc., that is near and dear to you, place
your name on the nearest Sunday. If you
would like, you may include the wording you
want printed in the bulletin or call Shelly, our
church office manager as the time draws
nearer. Shelly and Murdoch Florists are
emailed a list of each month’s participants. I
will call 7-10 days before the first of the month
to confirm your commitment. Please do not
worry if your plans have changed. I will see
that flowers are provided for that particular
Sunday.
Again, thank you so very much for glorifying
God with this thoughtful expression of love.
In His Service,
Beth Covington
410-490-2118
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Centreville UMC
Youth Group

Youth News
Our youth have been busy this fall and we are looking forward to a few special gatherings in
December. Check them out and please note the changes in our schedule.
Saturday, December 4, 2021 – 3:30pm-7:30pm – Christmas Lights at Pecometh
Our youth are working on a display and you won’t want to miss it. Students will arrive at
3:30pm to get our display set up. (Displays are to be fully prepared and ready by 4:30pm.)
Our students will stay during the 2 hour drive thru light display to the public from 5-7pm
singing.
Sunday, December 5, 2021 – No Youth Group
Sunday, December 12, 2021 – 5:30-6:30pm – CUMC Drive Thru Live Nativity. Students
can help bring the story of the birth of Christ to life for those who drive through. Please arrive
by 4:30pm to prepare and get ready.
Saturday, December 18, 2021 – 12 noon until finished¬ – Wreaths Across America
Our students will participate and volunteer by placing wreaths on the gravesites of veterans in
the Chesterfield Cemetery.
Sunday, December 19, 2021 – 5:30-8pm – CYM Christmas Progressive Dinner and Party
– We will meet at the church and progress to different homes for our appetizers, salad, main
course, and dessert. We will need people who will open their home to our awesome group of
students.
Sunday, December 26, 2021 – No Youth Group. Enjoy time with your family!
The Youth Ministry would also like to thank Henry and Beth Covington for inviting us to the
farm for a wonderful night of fellowship, fireside chat, and play. Thank you for supporting our
youth and spending the evening with us!!!
We also want to thank Dina Clark for helping us organize and execute our Christmas Lights at
Pecometh display! We could not have done it without you!
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Combined Worship Service
December 26, 2021
10:00 AM
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We will be having our annual Christmas giveaway at the food pantry on December 15th
from 10AM-12PM. We are asking that you
go through your Christmas items that you no
longer use or any gift items you don’t need,
please keep us in mind. Please have the
items to the church by Monday, Dec. 13th
clearly marked FOOD PANTRY
CHRISTMAS ITEMS. We ask that you
don’t bring any junk or items that do not
work. If you have questions, please contact
Lynda Palmatary at 410-490-0878. Thank
you in advance for making someone’s
Christmas a better one.

TREE OF LIGHTS – The tree will be lit
outside the church during this Christmas
Season. You may purchase a light for
$5.00 in honor or memory of someone to
be placed in the bulletin on Christmas
Eve. Please send in your $5.00 payment
with your request to Shelly at the church
office by Monday, December 20th .

POINSETTIAS AT THE ALTAR

Poinsettias will be placed in the sanctuary on 12/19 and 12/24. If you
would like to place a poinsettia in honor or memory of a loved one, please
call the church office with the information and have the poinsettia(s)
delivered to the church by Friday, December 17.
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…CALENDAR OF EVENTS DECEMBER 2021
DECEMBER 1
FOOD PANTRY – 10AM-12PM
WONDER OF CHRISTMAS - 1PM & 7:30PM
PRAISE BAND – 6:30PM
DECEMBER 2
ROTARY – 7AM
CHOIR – 6PM
BELLS – 7:15PM
DECEMBER 6
TRUSTEE MTG – 6:30PM
DECEMBER 7
INTERCESSORY PRAYER – 10AM
DECEMBER 8
WONDER OF CHRISTMAS - 1PM & 7:30PM
PRAISE BAND – 6:30PM
DECEMBER 9
ROTARY – 7AM
CHOIR – 6PM
BELLS – 7:15PM
DECEMBER 12
LIVE NATIVITY – 5:30PM
DECEMBER 14
INTERCESSORY PRAYER – 10AM
SPRC – 6:30PM

DECEMBER 15
FOOD PANTRY – 10AM-12PM
WONDER OF CHRISTMAS - 1PM & 7:30PM
PRAISE BAND – 6:30PM
DECEMBER 16
ROTARY – 7AM
DCOM – 8:30AM
CHOIR – 6PM
BELLS – 7:15PM
DECEMBER 21
INTERCESSORY PRAYER – 10AM
BLUE CHRISTMAS SERVICE – 6:30PM
DECEMBER 22
WONDER OF CHRISTMAS - 1PM & 7:30PM
PRAISE BAND – 6:30PM
DECEMBER 23
ROTARY – 7AM
CHOIR – 6PM
BELLS – 7:15PM
DECEMBER 24
OFFICE CLOSED
CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES 7PM & 10PM
DECEMBER 26
COMBINED WORSHIP SERVICE – 10AM
DECEMBER 27
BLOOD BANK – 12PM
DECEMBER 31
OFFICE CLOSED

Centreville United Methodist Church
608 Church Hill Rd.
Centreville, MD 21617

10

