
 

The Messenger 
September 2021 

Message from our Pastor  

 
Mom, Dad, Husband, Wife, Friend, Son, Daughter, Grandparent, Co-
worker.  These are titles that we may carry.  Titles are interesting because 
they define us.  Throughout the Bible, we see titles given to God to help 
the people understand God.  Here is a very small sampling. 
 
El Shaddai – God Almighty – Exodus 6:3 
Jehovah Jireh – The LORD will provide - Genesis 22:1-14 
Jehovah Rapha – The LORD that heals – Exodus 15: 26 
 
Jesus used titles as well.  He is referred to as the Son of Man (reminding us 
he is fully human) and Son of God (sharing that he is fully divine).  He 
called himself the Bread of Life, Alpha and Omega, and Shepherd just to 
begin.  Each of these titles bring to us another layer of Jesus. 
 
There is a title that I want to challenge you to take on.  The title is 
“Inviter.”  An inviter is one who invites.  As we enter into the fall, will you 
accept the title and live into it.  Would you be willing to invite someone to 
church for our Back to Church Sunday on September 19, 2021?   
 
While you are inviting someone to church, you are living into an even 
greater purpose.  You are introducing someone to Jesus.  That is truly the 
greatest invitation that we can make.  Is there any greater title for us to 
hold as followers of Christ?  Jesus gave the command to “go and make 
disciples.”  (Matthew 28:19) As a disciple, we get the huge privilege of 
inviting others to also be a disciple of Christ Jesus. 
 
Will you accept your new title?  Will you be an “Inviter”?  Will this title 
define you and help you live into a purpose greater than yourself?  If you 
and I do, we will see amazing things this fall and beyond!   
 
Get busy, Inviter! 
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“GO AND MAKE DISCIPLES” Matthew: 28: 20 

        

 

Around the Church 

 

 

Youth Group Ice Cream Social 

Volunteers at the QAC Fair 

Methodist Men cooking for VBS 



Centreville United Methodist Church     

2 
 

 

 

 
 

A new 4-week sermon series, Hope is Here, 
begins September 19, 2021.  We will explore 
that there is hope for the weary, broken, 
underdog, and even the doubter.  We all need 
a little hope these days! 

 

UNITED METHODIST MEN 

WILL BE MEETING SEPT. 14 AT 5:30 

PM TO START PLANNING THE 

CHICKEN BARBEQUE! 

 

HEADS UP METHODIST WOMEN! 

Mark your calendars for the Methodist 
Women’s Christmas Party and 
Luncheon at Fisherman’s Inn on 
Tuesday, December 7, 2021 at 11:45 AM.  
More detailed information will follow at 
a later date.  We didn’t get to have it last 
year, so let’s make this a great one!!!! 

 

A Day Apart – Spiritual Retreat 

CUMC 

October 23, 2021 

8 am – 3 pm 

Stay tuned for more information. 
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Acolytes Ice Cream Social 
 

We would like to invite children/ youth, age 8 and 
up, to serve as Acolytes.  We will be starting back 
up Sept 12, 2021.    Join us for an ice cream social 
immediately after the 11 am service in the 
fellowship hall. 
 
What is an Acolyte?  An Acolyte is a helper who 
lights the candles on the Altar prior to the 
beginning of service and at the end of 
service.  This would be the 11:00 am service only. 
 
There will be more information to come from your 
coordinators Jodi Bortz and Sybill Roggerson.  If 
your child would like to be an acolyte this year, 
please contact Jodi Bortz at 
jodi.bortz8550@gmail.com  
 

Trustee’s Corner…. 
 
We reached our goal of raising 100% of the cost 
for the new playground at CUMC!  It is because of 
the generosity and support of church members, 
community members, local businesses, and 
organizations that our church is blessed, and in 
return can bless others.     

The new playground is expected to be installed 
early fall.  Stay tuned for the dedication date.   

We want our playground to be a place that 
families and children can gather for years to come.  
Thank you to all those who made this possible! 

 

“Anything is possible for those who believe” 
 Mark 9:23 

 

   

 

 

He brews  

We would like to have our fellowship 
hour resume this Fall!  We need 
volunteers to make this happen.  If you 
are interested, please sign up in the 
Narthex.  We would be offering 
beverages and individually wrapped 
treats.  

ANNOUNCEMENT: 

 

Pastor Karen Handy and the SPR Committee are sad to announce that Pastor Brandon Harris is no longer 

serving in any roles at our church.  He has personal matters that have made it impossible for him to 

continue here at Centreville United Methodist Church.  We wish him well and ask that you all continue 

to lift him up in prayer.  We recognize how difficult these announcements can be and we want to assure 

you that our visitation and our youth group activities will continue, because of Pastor Karen’s leadership 

and many dedicated members of this church.  If you have any questions about this announcement, please 

do not hesitate to reach out to myself or Pastor Karen.  Thank you. 

 

Rhonda Knotts 

SPRC Chair 

 

Would you like to be a part of our 
Visitation Team?  We are looking for 
volunteers to be a part of this ministry. 
It is a great opportunity to visit with 
some of our church members that are 
unable to attend worship at this time.  
For more information, please contact 
Pastor Karen or the church office at 
410-758-0868.   

mailto:jodi.bortz8550@gmail.com
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Millions of People are Ready to Come Back to Church 
 
This fall as people re-engage their routines and children 
go back to school, let’s invite families to find a 
supportive community at our church, Centreville UMC 
– in person and online.  Despite the Delta variant, now 
is the time to focus outside our walls and engage 
people in spiritual conversations and introduce them to 
Jesus. 
 
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust 
in him, so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the 
Holy Spirit. - Romans 15:13 

 

 
This year’s Hope is Here theme is inspired by the 
troubling times we live in and our call as Christians to 
share the hope of Jesus with our friends, family and 
neighbors. 
 
Plan to join us and invite someone to church on 
Sunday, September 19, 2021. 

 
 

Centreville United 
Methodist Church 

608 Church Hill Rd. 
Centreville, MD 21617 

410-758-0868 
 

 

 

 

Sunday Worship 
 

           Contemporary Service (Praise Band)                    8:40 am 

           Traditional Service (Choir)                                  11:00 am 

           Sunday School                                                    9:50 am 

           Youth Group (6th – 12th grade)                                5:30 pm  
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This September join Pastor Karen as we study Elijah: Faith and Fire by Priscilla Shirer.  Classes will be offered 

Wednesday at 1pm and 7:30pm.  This is a seven-week series and will begin on Wednesday, September 29, 

2021.  All are welcome!   

Check out the description provided: 

Old Testament heroes are best known for their most celebrated moments: Moses dividing the Red 

Sea; David slaying Goliath; Gideon routing an insurmountable army; Joshua marching around the 

defiant walls of Jericho. 

And Elijah—calling down fire on Mount Carmel. 

Blinded by the remarkable narratives of our biblical heroes, we can forget they each had a 

backstory—months and years of development, even difficulty, which fortified their spiritual muscle 

and prepared them for the tasks that made their lives unforgettable. 

Every serious believer longs to summon up the kind of boldness and faith that can stand firm on 

Mount Carmel and pray down heaven into impossible situations. Yet few are willing to go through 

the process required to get them there. Strength of faith, character, and boldness can only be 

shaped in the hidden fires of silence, sameness, solitude, and adversity. Those who patiently wait on 

God in the darkness emerge with their holy loyalty cemented, their courage emblazoned, and their 

confident belief in Him set afire. 

Join Priscilla Shirer on this 7-session journey through the life and times of the prophet Elijah to 

discover how the fire on Mount Carmel was forged in the valley of famine. And how the 

emboldened, fiery faith you desire is being fashioned by God in your life right now. 

You can order your study guidebook from Christianbook.com for the best price of $16.99 or contact the 

church office if you need assistance in ordering. 
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For more pictures of VBS, please visit us on Facebook or Instagram 
@centrevilleumchurch.   

                        

 

 

 

 

  

Administrative Council 

Jerry Thomas 
 

Staff Parish Relations 

Rhonda Knotts 
 

Trustee  

Henry Covington, Jr. 
 

Finance 

Todd Turner 
 

Lay Leader 

Will Covington 
 

 
 

 

CLERGY & OFFICE 

 

Senior Pastor 

Rev. Karen Handy 
khandy@centreville-umc.com 

 
 

 

 
Office Manager 

Shelly Illemszky 
office@centreville-umc.com 

 
 
 
 

ADMINISTRATIVE 

CHAIRPERSONS THANK YOU to everyone that supported this year’s 

Rocky Railway Vacation Bible School.  We could not 
have done it without those of you that volunteered, 
those of you that donated supplies, and all your prayers! 
 

This year we had about thirty children participate in all 
or part of our VBS.  We spent a week having fun and 
sharing the Good News of the Gospel with the children.  

Many new friendships were started that we hope will last into the school year. 
 

Each of you that supported VBS played an important part in this mission.  
Thank you! 

Jodi Bortz 
VBS Coordinator   

 

 

mailto:khandy@centreville-umc.com
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Shoebox Drop Off Location 
By Leesa Stokes 
 

Centreville UMC is an official drop off location for Operation Christmas Child.  This is an answer to prayers 

that the area team have been praying for the last three years.  The area team is excited to add Centreville 

UMC to the leadership team.  Being a drop off location will be an outreach opportunity within our church as 

well as our community.  We will be collecting shoeboxes during National Collection Week the third week of 

November.  This year it is November 15th through November 22nd.  You can help today by keeping this new 

ministry in prayer.  During National Collection Week I will need some volunteers to help with: 

• Collecting and counting the shoeboxes. 

• Packing them into the bigger cartons and transporting them to the Dover Area Drop Off Location.  

•  Welcoming people who bring boxes and praying over the boxes and the children who receive them. 

• Making our drop off area look like Christmas and welcoming.   

It will be an exciting time to open our doors to the community.  More information will come as we get closer to 

National Collection Week. 

The shoebox is a gift and a key that can unlock the message of Jesus to children around the world.  When a 

child receives a shoebox, they are told about the good news of Jesus, and they are blessed by the gift given 

in love by a stranger around the world.  The children are invited to participate in a class called The Greatest 

Journey where they will learn more about God’s love for them.  Many children accept Christ and go back 

and tell their parents and their community about Jesus.  The shoebox gift is not a charity but a gift of love. 

More than 18 million children on over 170 countries and territories have received a shoebox gift since 

1993.  In 2020 more than 9.1 million shoeboxes were collected worldwide, 7.8 of which were from the US.  

The 2021 Shoebox Goal is to reach an additional 9.7 million children.  26.9 million shoebox recipients have 

participated in The Greatest Journey since it was added in 2009.  Hundreds of new churches are planted 

every year as a result of OCC outreach events and discipleship.  I’m excited that Centreville church is a part 

of this ministry and am looking forward to working together on this new part at Centreville.  Thank you for 

your prayers. 
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Outreach:  
Reaching out into our Community to make a difference  
By Larisa Thomas c240-994-5042, larisa97thomas@atlanticbb.net 

 

Upcoming Outreach Opportunities for Our Congregation:   
Sept. 1 & 15                   10-Noon CUMC Food Pantry 

 

Food Pantry Needs 

Thank you for all who have donated to help us fill our shelves! Currently we need cereal, side dish 
items, hamburger helpers, and reusable bags.  

 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL IS 
BACK IN SESSION 

September 12, 2021 

9:50 AM 

Operation Christmas Child Shoeboxes 

CUMC has partnered with Pencil Granny & 
Friends to provide pencil cases filled with 
supplies for Operation Christmas Child 
Shoeboxes.  Our goal was to have 300 
completed pencil packs by November.  We 
are on target to meet or exceed our goal as 
we have filled 228 packs already!  We are in 
need of small notebooks and safety scissors 
to fill our pencil packs.  There is a box in the 
narthex to drop of any supplies.   

The shoeboxes will also be available to pick 
up in the narthex beginning on September 19, 
2021.   

For more information, please contact Leesa 
Stokes at 410-924-5532.   

 

With the new variants of COVID among us, this is a 
reminder to please wear a mask indoors if you have 
not been vaccinated.   

COVID UPDATE 
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…CALENDAR OF EVENTS SEPTEMBER 2021  

 

SEPTEMBER 1    SEPTEMBER 14    SEPTEMBER 27  

FOOD PANTRY – 10 AM – 12 PM  INTERCESSORY PRAYER – 10 AM   BLOOD BANK – 12 PM 

PRAISE BAND – 6:30 PM   UNITED METHODIST MEN – 6:30 PM  QAC CHORALE – 7 PM 

SEPTEMBER 2    SEPTEMBER 15    SEPTEMBER 28 

ROTARY – 7 AM    FOOD PANTRY – 10 AM – 12 PM   INTERCESSORY PRAYER – 10 AM 

CHOIR – 6 PM    PRAISE BAND – 6:30 PM    ADMIN COUNCIL – 6:30 PM 

BELLS – 7:15 PM    SEPTEMBER 16    SEPTEMBER 29 

SEPTEMBER 6    ROTARY – 7 AM     ELIJAH BIBLE STUDY – 1 PM & 7:30 PM 

OFFICE CLOSED – LABOR DAY   CHOIR – 6 PM     PRAISE BAND – 6:30 PM 

SEPTEMBER 7    BELLS – 7:15 PM     SEPTEMBER 30 

INTERCESSORY PRAYER – 10 AM  SEPTEMBER 20    ROTARY – 7 AM 

PENCIL GRANNY & FRIENDS – 10 AM QAC CHORALE – 7 PM    CHOIR – 6 PM 

SEPTEMBER 8    SEPTEMBER 21    BELLS – 7:15 PM 

PRAISE BAND – 6:30 PM   INTERCESSORY PRAYER – 10AM 

SEPTEMBER 9    CUB SCOUTS – 6PM 

ROTARY – 7 AM    SEPTEMBER 22 

CHOIR – 6 PM    DAY ON DISTRICT WITH BISHOP EASTERLING 

BELLS – 7:15 PM    SEPTEMBER 23 

SEPTEMBER 13   ROTARY – 7 AM 

TRUSTEE MTG – 6:30 PM   CHOIR – 6 PM 

QAC CHORALE – 7 PM   BELLS – 7:15 PM 

 

Centreville United Methodist Church 
608 Church Hill Rd. 
Centreville, MD  21617 


