
 

The Messenger 
Mid Summer 2021 

Message from our Pastor  

 
What is wrong with this world? Have you ever asked yourself this very 
question or found it slipping from your lips? It is almost daily that we are 
fully aware that our world is not perfect. It is a fallen world. Yet, God did 
not create it to be a world of chaos. As Adam and Eve ate the forbidden 
fruit, sin entered. 
 
Is all hope lost? No!!! God is working to redeem you and me and all of 
creation. We find in Acts 17:24, “The God who made the world and 
everything in it is the Lord of heaven and earth and does not live in 
temples built by human hands.” God created this world. God cares deeply 
for it and wants it restored. 
 
Not only does God want to redeem creation, He wants to restore a 
relationship with us, those created in His own image. We are reminded in 
John 3:16 that God loved this world (meaning you and me) so much 
that He sent his son, Jesus, as our savior and Lord. 
 
We are called as followers of Jesus Christ to live in this world but not to 
conform to it. Romans 12:2 states in the New Living Translation, “Don’t 
copy the behavior and customs of this world, but let God transform you 
into a new person by changing the way you think. Then you will learn to 
know God’s will for you, which is good and pleasing and perfect.” Jesus 
knew this would not be easy for us. In fact, he prayed for you and me. This 
is a part of his prayer. “I have given them your word. And the world hates 
them because they do not belong to the world, just as I do not belong to 
the world. I’m not asking you to take them out of the world, but to keep 
them safe from the evil one. They do not belong to this world any more 
than I do.” (John 17:14-16 NLT) 
 

Continued on page 3… 
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“We are called as followers of Jesus Christ to 
live in this world but not to conform to it.” 

        

 

Around the Church 

 

 

Methodist Women’s Auction 

Youth Group Bowling! 
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Operation Christmas Child Pencil Packs 
By Leesa Stokes   

This past year I had the opportunity to help process shoeboxes at the Baltimore processing center twice.  I always 
learn a few things about how to pack a special box for Operation Christmas Child.  People have so many good ideas 
about things to pack.  As a result of being isolated at home because of Covid19, I ended up joining several Facebook 
groups dedicated to packing shoeboxes.  When I returned from the processing center in November, I posted a 
picture in one of these groups.  A few people asked me if I had seen any pencil packs donated by Pencil Granny 
and Friends.  I did remember seeing many pencil packs in the filler items that are used to fill up empty spaces in 
some boxes that come through the processing center.  However, I did not notice if they were from Pencil Granny 
and Friends.  So, when I went back to the processing in December, I made a point to check the pencil pack fillers.  
Yes, they were made by Pencil Granny and Friends. That made me want to find out more about Pencil Granny and 
Friends. 

Pencil Granny and Friends started with one woman’s vision when she found out how scarce school supplies are in 
many of the places OCC shoeboxes are sent.  She heard stories of teachers cutting pencils into several pieces so 
more children in their classes could have a small piece.  And how many children are prevented from even attending 
school because they cannot afford even the basic school supplies like a pencil.  Also, stories about how for some 
children their favorite item in the OCC box was school supplies.  Her vision started with just herself and her husband 
making filler pencil packs in 2015.  They sent 468 packs that year and they just started in August.  After that she 
heard God giving her a goal of 8,000 pencil packs to be sent to the processing centers as fillers for shoeboxes.  
Every time she went to the store, she would buy pencils. She soon became known as Pencil Granny.  She started a 
Facebook page and people wanted to know how they could help.  Now, since it is not just for grannies it is called 
Pencil Granny and Friends. 

I was touched by this and wanted to be a part of it.  I think Centreville UMC would like to be part of it too.  The 
charity sewing group that meets on Monday mornings here at CUMC have been sewing pencil cases.  But we need 
the items to fill them with and this is where I am hoping you will help.  There is a box in the Narthex for donations.  
Here is a list of things needed for each pencil pack. 

1. Pencils 4-6 per pack 

2. Ink Pens 2+ per pack 

3. Pencil Sharpeners 1 or 2 per pack 

4. Large Erasers 

5. Pencil Cap Erasers/Fun Erasers 

6. Small Notebooks 

7. 6” Rulers 

8. Colored Pencils/Crayons/Markers 

9. Scissors 

10. Stickers 

11. Small Toy/Bouncy Ball/Rings 

There are really no rules about what a Pencil pack should look like and these are suggested items.  Not every 
pack needs all the items.  If anyone wants to sew some pencil cases I would be glad to show you how or provide 
a link to some tutorials I found. You can help by donating any of these individual items or if you want to fill your 
own pencil pouch. I came up with a goal of 300 completed pencil packs to be sent as fillers to the Operation 
Christmas Child processing center in November.  I look forward to seeing what we can do together.  Contact me 
with any questions or ideas.  Leesa Stokes 410-924-5532.   
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Message from our Pastor (con’t from page 1)

Newsletter ideas & article submissions should be sent to 
Shelly Illemszky at office@centreville-umc.com 

 

 

Yet, we are given the command to “Go and make 
disciples…” (Matthew 28:19) To do this, we have to 
live lives that are marked by the love of God and 
committed to His ways. We have to love the world 
like Jesus loves us! 
 
I recently found something online that I really liked. 
Check out what Mother Angelica said, “God wants 
you to be in the world, but so different from the 
world that you will change it.” Then she said, “Get 
cracking!” We cannot wait for the world to be 
perfect. We cannot wait for everything to get lined 
up the way we want it. We need to get to the work, 
now!  Let’s “Get cracking!” 

Blessings, 

Pastor Karen 
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Outreach:  
Reaching out into our Community to make a difference  
By Larisa Thomas c240-994-5042, larisa97thomas@atlanticbb.net 

 

Upcoming Outreach Opportunities For Our Congregation:   
August 4 & 18      10-Noon CUMC Food Pantry 
August 12      2 PM       Outreach Meeting- We need members!  
 

Food Pantry: Paper Bags and Reusable Bags Needed 

CUMC Food Pantry has been handing out a lot of food this summer. Our number of families range between 
16 to 22, serving an average of 40 people each time. We are ALWAYS in need of paper grocery bags and 
reusable bags. 

Outreach Meeting August 12 at 2 PM: We Need Members! 

After taking a long break from COVID, we are looking to focus more into helping our community. Come join 
us and bring your ideas and answer the call to serve. The Meeting will be August 12 at 2 PM. Call/text 
Larisa for more information.  

 

Acolytes 
 

We would like to invite children/ youth, age 8 
and up, to serve as Acolytes.  We will be 
starting back up in the Fall. 
 
What is an Acolyte?  An Acolyte is a helper 
who lights the candles on the Altar prior to the 
beginning of service and at the end of 
service.  This would be the 11:00 am service 
only. 
 
There will be more information to come from 
your coordinators Jodi Bortz and Sybill 
Roggerson.  If your child would like to be an 
acolyte this year, please contact Jodi Bortz at 
jodi.bortz8550@gmail.com  
 

Trustee’s Corner…. 

 
We are moving forward and have 
ordered the new playground set.  
Trustees will remove the old and 
assemble the new one when it arrives in 
August.  We have already raised 70% of 
the cost toward this project from 
community groups and congregation 
donations.  THANK YOU!  If you would 
like to contribute to this great project, 
please make sure you note “New 
Playground” on your check or envelope.   

 

 

mailto:jodi.bortz8550@gmail.com


Centreville United Methodist Church     

5 
 

BACK TO CHURCH SUNDAY: SEPT 19,2021 
 
Fall 2021 will be the perfect time to invite 
everyone in our community to gather together! 
Virus cases are down and vaccinations are up, so 
people are ready to return to in-person events, 
connect with new friends and find renewed hope 
for their lives. 
 
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and 
peace as you trust in him, so that you may 
overflow with hope by the power of the Holy 
Spirit. - Romans 15.13 

 

 

 
This year’s Hope is Here theme is inspired by the 
troubling times we live in and our call as 
Christians to share the hope of Jesus with our 
friends, family and neighbors. 

 
 
 

Centreville United 
Methodist Church 

608 Church Hill Rd. 
Centreville, MD 21617 

410-758-0868 
 

 

 

Sunday Worship 
 

           Contemporary Service (Praise Band)                    8:40 am 

           Traditional Service (Choir)                                  11:00 am 

           Sunday School (all classes resume in Fall 2021)      9:50 am 

           Youth Group (6th – 12th grade)                                5:30 pm  
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Special Announcement 

On behalf of Pastor Karen, Pastor Brandon and the SPR Committee, we would like to 
announce that Jodi Bortz has decided to step-down from her position as our music director.  
As much as Jodi has loved her position at CUMC, she has made this tough decision so that 
she can devote more time to her two beautiful daughters and her husband, Greg.  Jodi has 
been a devoted and committed leader for nearly five years and has brought many gifts to our 
church.  During COVID, she helped provide our church family and members of community 
beautiful music, even under trying conditions.  She also volunteered to assist with the quickly 
growing demands of our technology department, for both on-line and in-person worship 
services.  She did all of this, while she taught school during the week and helped her girls 
navigate virtual learning for a good part of 2020 and 2021.   

When Jodi was asked about her experience, as the CUMC Music Director, she said, “I have 
really enjoyed the fellowship of the choir.  They are really what has made this mission music 
work!!  I will miss working so closely with Erin and collaborating on music presentations.  I do, 
however, look forward to being able to enjoy CUMC worship services with my family.  We have 
always felt so welcome here and a part of the church family.”   

While we were sad to learn that Jodi would be stepping down, we are blessed and fortunate to 
say that Erin Grier, our organist for five years, has accepted the position of Music Director.  
Erin shared with us that she feels that it will be a healthy challenge, to step into this new 
leadership role.  She sincerely enjoys the behind the scenes work of worship planning, as well 
as the upfront elements like leading a choir rehearsal.   

When asked about her experience working with Jodi, Erin shared that, “Jodi Bortz has 
blessed our church with a leadership of musical excellence, creative enthusiasm and a heart 
for people.  I look forward to the opportunity to continue in this spirit and to serve the diverse 
needs of our musical groups, congregation and larger community.”  Erin also shared that she, 
“deeply appreciates the relationships that our CUMC staff have with each other.  The 
camaraderie and dedication of all of those who share their time and talents each week—
whether vocal, instrumental, contemporary or traditional, we are all working and growing 
together.”  

Jodi and Erin will be working closely over the next month and a half, streamlining the roles of 
organist and music director, to make the transition as smooth as possible.  Erin will be 
moving into her new position, in early August.   

So, please join Pastors Karen and Brandon, and the SPRC, in thanking Jodi for nearly give 
years of an exemplary job as our music director.  Let’s surround her with love and support, as 
she passes Erin the baton.  Let us also show Erin a great deal of gratitude for her willingness 
to take on more responsibility for the good of our church.  We have been most blessed by 
both of those wonderfully talented women.   

The SPR Committee 
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Administrative Council 

Jerry Thomas 
 

Staff Parish Relations 

Rhonda Knotts 
 

Trustee  

Henry Covington, Jr. 
 

Finance 

Todd Turner 
 

Lay Leader 

Will Covington 
 

 
 

CLERGY & OFFICE 

 

Senior Pastor 

Rev. Karen Handy 
khandy@centreville-umc.com 

 

 
 

Assoc. Pastor of Youth 

& Congregational Care 

G. Brandon Harris 
bharris@centreville-umc.com 

 

 
Office Manager 

Shelly Illemszky 
office@centreville-umc.com 

 
 
 

ADMINISTRATIVE 

CHAIRPERSONS 

 

 

@centrevilleumchurch 

Climb aboard for mountains of fun at 
Rocky Railway! On this faith-filled 
adventure, kids discover that trusting 
Jesus pulls them through life’s ups and 
downs. 
 

 

Join the Centreville United Methodist VBS Crew for a 
week filled with games, singing, play, and stories from 
the Bible. It's a time they won't forget! 
 

Sunday, August 15 - 19 
6:00-8:30 p.m 

(Light dinner available at 5:30) 
Children ages 3-11 welcome to participate 
Children 12+ are needed as crew leaders 

 
REGISTRATION IS NOW OPEN! To join us, please sign up 
online at http://centreville-umc.com/rocky-railyway-vbs. 
Paper registration forms are also available in the church 
office. 
 

Safe Sanctuary Training 

Tuesday, July 27 – 6:30 pm 
Sunday, August 1 – 9:50 am 

 
CUMC will be offering safe sanctuary 
training for all volunteers. This is 
mandatory for volunteers that will 
work with children, those in 
leadership roles, and those that have 
keys to the building.  Please sign up 
in the narthex or by calling the church 
office.   

If you are unable to attend these 
scheduled trainings, please call the 
church office to schedule an 
individual session. 410-758-0868 

Do you have a heart for 
the youth of our church?   

Pastor Brandon is looking 
for some adult volunteers to 
help out with Youth Group 
on Sunday evenings at 
5:30pm.  If interested, 
please contact him at 
bharris@centreville-
umc.com or by calling the 
church office. 

 

mailto:khandy@centreville-umc.com
mailto:bharris@centreville-umc.com
mailto:bharris@centreville-umc.com
mailto:bharris@centreville-umc.com
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…CALENDAR OF EVENTS SUMMER 2021  

 

JULY 26        AUGUST 25 

BLOOD BANK – 12PM       GOD ON MUTE BOOK STUDY – 1PM & 7:30PM 

JULY 28        OUTREACH MTG. – 2PM 

GOD ON MUTE BOOK STUDY – 1PM & 7:30PM    SEPTEMBER 1 

PRAISE BAND PRACTICE – 6:30 PM     FOOD PANTRY – 10AM – 12PM 

AUGUST 4        PRAISE BAND PRACTICE – 6:30PM 

FOOD PANTRY – 10AM – 12PM      SEPTEMBER 6 

AUGUST 10        OFFICE CLOSED – LABOR DAY 

METHODIST WOMEN – 1PM       

SPRC MEETING – 6:30PM 

AUGUST 15-19 

VBS – 6PM – 8:30PM 

AUGUST 18 

FOOD PANTRY – 10AM – 12PM 

AUGUST 23 

BLOOD BANK – 12PM 

 

**WEEKLY MEETINGS:        SUMMER OFFICE HOURS: 

TUESDAYS AT 10 AM - INTERCESSORY PRAYER GROUP     MON-THURS 8:30AM – 4:30PM 

THURSDAY’S AT 7:30 AM – ROTARY      FRIDAY - CLOSED 
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