
 

The Messenger 
June - July 2021 

Message from our Pastor  

 
Memorial Day weekend marks the beginning of summer for many of us.  
We look forward to warmer weather, trips to the beach, cookouts, and so 
much more.   (On the Eastern Shore, we also must plan our times on 
certain roadways as the traffic increases with those heading to the beaches.)  
Life seems to slow down a little for us during the summer months which is 
needed and often appreciated. 
 
Memorial Day reminds us of those who have served us and our country to 
provide the freedoms we enjoy.  Some made the ultimate sacrifice of their 
life.  A few years ago, I was invited to a Memorial Day ceremony at that 
Eastern Shore Veterans Cemetery.  It was an incredibly humbling and 
moving moment to watch a World War II veteran carry a wreath.  He 
walked with pride and dignity!  He was honoring his fellow soldiers who no 
longer walk among us. 
 
This reminds me of the other sacrifice that was made for my freedom and 
your freedom.  Christ gave everything he had, even his life, so that we 
could have freedom and life abundantly!  Romans 5:6-8 reads; “You see, at 
just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the 
ungodly.  Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous person, though for a 
good person someone might possibly dare to die.  But God demonstrates 
his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” 
 
As we march into summer, please remember all those who have fought for 
our freedoms.  If you have an opportunity, please thank them or their 
family.  While you are at it, take a moment to thank Jesus Christ for the gift 
of life and freedom!  Do not just do it with words, honor Christ with your 
life and your actions.  Live as someone who is freed and loved by your 
Savior who calls us to love our neighbor. 
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Around the Church 

 

Church Cleanup 

Welcome Confirmands & New 
Members 

“… but, God shows his love to us in 
that while we were still sinners, Christ 
died for us.”                         Romans 5:8 
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Outreach:  
Reaching out into our Community to make a difference  
By Larisa Thomas c240-994-5042, larisa97thomas@atlanticbb.net 

 

Upcoming Outreach Opportunities For Our Congregation:   
June 3 & 17  10-Noon  CUMC Food Pantry 
Wednesdays  Pack/4-6 PM  Prep &/or Handout Backpack Bags 
August 25     Outreach Meeting 
 

Backpack Volunteers Needed for Summer 

CUMC has been partnering with Church Hill Elementary School for many years. We have been providing 
meals over the weekend for children who have food insecurities. It is a wonderful program, with the 
Guidance Counselor identifying the children who need it. These children qualify for breakfasts and lunches 
at school, but the families do not always have the resources to make sure there is food for over the 
weekend. Once a week, CUMC volunteers bag up the food, which is delivered to the elementary school.  

Due to the increased economic problems many are still facing with COVID, CUMC will be continuing the 
backpack program throughout the Summer. On Wednesdays we will need to bag up the meals, deliver 
them to the school, and hand them out from 4-6 PM. We will need extra volunteers to make this happen. If 
you are available to do this on a rotational basis, or you can help with a part of it, please contact Kim 
Starkey at starkeykimberly@yahoo.com or 410-490-0052.  

Outreach Meeting August 25: We Need Members! 

After taking a long break from COVID, we are looking to focus more into the community. Come join us and 
bring your ideas and answer the call to serve. The Meeting will be August 25. Please let me know when you 
are available, either afternoon or evening (call/text Larisa). 

 

Newsletter ideas & article submissions should be sent to 
Shelly Illemszky at office@centreville-umc.com 

 

MEMORIAL GARDEN 
BRICKS 

If you would like to purchase a brick for 
a loved one, we are taking orders from 
April – June 2021.  Order forms can be 
found in the Narthex wall display, or the 
church office.  All details (cost, 
formatting of bricks, etc.) are included 
on the order form.   Next installation 
will be Spring of 2022.   

Congratulations to Lynn Bingel 

& Barbara Meeks for 

completing the Lay Servant 

Course!   

 

mailto:starkeykimberly@yahoo.com
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Centreville United 
Methodist Church 

608 Church Hill Rd. 
Centreville, MD 21617 

410-758-0868 
 

 

 

Sunday Worship 
 

           Contemporary Service (Praise Band)                    8:40 am 

           Traditional Service (Choir)                                  11:00 am 

           Sunday School (Adult class only)                          9:50 am 

           Youth Group (6th – 12th grade)                                5:30 pm  

 

 

As summer kicks off, I would like to take some time to 
let you know some of the activities that are being 
planned for the youth this summer.  

To start off the summer in a cool fashion Camp 
Pecometh is having a summer kick off pool party 
June13th from 3pm-6pm.  Other activities that are 
being planned are: camping, bowling, mini golf, going 
to the Trampoline Park, and movie night amongst 
other activities.  

We will also be meeting the 2nd Sunday of every 
month beginning June 13 until September.   For more 
details or questions please contact Pastor Brandon at 
bharris@centreville-umc.com 

Youth Group Summer 
Schedule With CDC and Maryland State regulations changing in the 

last month, we have updated our Covid-19 Response here 
are CUMC.  

·   Worship - Those who are fully vaccinated and prefer to 
not wear a mask are welcome to do so while we affirm and 
respect those who need or desire to continue using a mask. 
·    Markings have been removed from the pews allowing 
people to sit where desired.  (The only remaining marking 
will be for those who are not comfortable with singing.) 
·    The hymnals and Bibles are back in the pews.    
·    Hand sanitizing stations will still be available as people 
enter the sanctuary.  Those attending services or other 
activities are strongly encouraged to continue using them 
when entering. 
·    Small groups or Bible study gathers (this would include 
outside groups as well) may meet without a mask if fully 
vaccinated and so desiring.  Again, we want to show respect 
to those who need or desire to continue using a mask. 

 

Covid Update 
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ED PARRY $CHOLARSHIP 

WINNER 
 

The CUMC Methodist Men announce 

that the Ed Parry Scholarship has been 

awarded to Taylor Lee Walls.  Ms. 

Walls, a 2021 QACHS graduate, plans 

to attend Salisbury University.  

CUMC Methodist Men congratulate 

Ms. Walls with the award and wish 

her all good success! 

VBS is Back! 
 

We are planning to hold VBS this year in late 
summer. The tentative date is the week of 
August 16. This year's theme is Rocky 
Railway. On this faith-filled adventure, kids 
discover that trusting Jesus pulls them 
through life's ups and downs.  
 

To make our VBS a success, we will need 
help with planning. If you are interested in 
joining the VBS planning team, please 
contact Jodi Bortz at jbortz@centreville-
umc.com or call the church office. 
 

 

SUMMER BOOK CLUB:  God on Mute:  Engaging the silence of unanswered prayer. 

What do you do when God is silent?  
Writing out of the pain of his wife's fight for life, but also the wonder of watching the prayer movement they founded touch many 
lives, Pete Greig wrestles with the dark side of prayer and emerges with a hard-won message of hope, comfort, and profound 
biblical insight for all who suffer in silence. 

 

Please sign up no later than June 14th.  Books are available for purchase on Kindle for $9.99 or we can order hard copies at a 
bulk discounted rate which will be $19.99 or less.  Call the church office or indicate on the sign-up sheet what version you would 
prefer to use.   

mailto:jbortz@centreville-umc.com
mailto:jbortz@centreville-umc.com
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Administrative Council 

Jerry Thomas 
 

Staff Parish Relations 

Rhonda Knotts 
 

Trustee  

Henry Covington, Jr. 
 

Finance 

Todd Turner 
 

Lay Leader 

Will Covington 
 

 
 

CLERGY & OFFICE 

 

Senior Pastor 

Rev. Karen Handy 
khandy@centreville-umc.com 

 

 
 

Assoc. Pastor of Youth 

& Congregational Care 

G. Brandon Harris 
bharris@centreville-umc.com 

 

 
Office Manager 

Shelly Illemszky 
office@centreville-umc.com 

 
 
 

ADMINISTRATIVE 

CHAIRPERSONS 

 

 

@centrevilleumchurch 

The Sunday School Program is looking 
for teachers for the next school year 
starting in September.  Please reach 
out to Kim Parkerson if you are 
interested.  410-758-2381 

 

ATTENTION ALL WOMEN OF THE CHURCH 

The Methodist Women will be holding a get-together on 

Tuesday, June 8th at 11:45 am in the fellowship 

hall.  Please bring a brown bag lunch or whatever you enjoy.  

We will have a short meeting and then a LIVE AUCTION to 

raise money for our Scholarship Fund.  Please bring a 

WHITE ELEPHANT item for the auction.  Anything is fine 

as long as it is in good shape… bath and beauty products, 

jewelry, planters, flowers, stationery items, scarves, purses, 

wallets, books, etc.  It will be fun.  Ask a friend or neighbor 

to join us.  Remember to bring an item and your check book 

or cash!!! Join us for some fun and laughs.  Hope to see you 

on June 8th.  Any questions, please call Phyllis Hoffman at 

410-739-0851 or Lynda Palmatary at 410-490-0878. 

 

Sunday School 

mailto:khandy@centreville-umc.com
mailto:bharris@centreville-umc.com
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…CALENDAR OF EVENTS JUNE-JULY 2021  

 

JUNE 2       JULY 5  

FOOD PANTRY – 10AM     OFFICE CLOSED – INDEPENDENCE DAY 

JUNE 8       JULY 7 

METHODIST WOMEN LUNCHEON– 11:45AM   FOOD PANTRY – 10AM 

SPRC – 6:30PM      JULY 14   

JUNE 16      GOD ON MUTE – 1PM & 7:30PM 

FOOD PANTRY – 10AM – 12PM    JULY 21  

JUNE 22      FOOD PANTRY – 10AM 

ADMIN COUNCIL – 6:30PM    JULY 26 

JUNE 28      BLOOD BANK – 12PM       

BLOOD BANK – 12PM     JULY 28 

JUNE 30      GOD ON MUTE – 1PM & 7:30PM 

GOD ON MUTE – 1PM & 7:30PM     

 

**WEEKLY MEETINGS:        SUMMER OFFICE HOURS: 

TUESDAYS AT 10 AM - INTERCESSORY PRAYER GROUP     MON-THURS 8:30AM – 4:30PM 

WEDNESDAYS AT 6:30 PM - PRAISE BAND PRACTICE 

 

 

 

 

Centreville United Methodist Church 
608 Church Hill Rd. 
Centreville, MD  21617 


