
 

The Messenger 
May 2021 

Message from our Pastor  

 
I was recently working in my landscaping and was pulling the weeds.  As I 
was working, I noted the roots of those plants.  I don’t know about you, 
but there have been times this past year that I have felt like those weeds, 
pulled and left exposed.  Life seems to do that to us from time to time 
whether it is a loss of a loved one, job, or income.  The pandemic just 
pulled many of us all at the same time.   
 
Some of us may have felt the “pull” on our faith as we were limited in our 
ability to worship, to join for study and fellowship, and to serve and reach 
out to others.  If you are feeling even a little bit of this, please join us for 
worship (In-person or Online) on Sundays in May.  We are going to 
explore the need for us to be “Rooted” to God and one another.  This is 
how we thrive and grow.  We’ll dive into what God has to say in Scripture 
about how being rooted is just what we need to be anchored, to keep doing 
hard things, and to become the person you were created to be.  
 
In Colossians 2:7 it says: Let your roots grow down into him, and let your 
lives be built on him. Then your faith will grow strong in the truth you 
were taught, and you will overflow with thankfulness.”   I want to grow 
roots that sustain me, and my faith, amid all life’s ups and downs.  I want 
to grow roots so deep that they can’t be pulled out of the soil.  I want a 
faith like the great oak.  I want to be rooted to Christ who is the same 
yesterday, today, and tomorrow.  I hope you will join me! 
                                                           

                                                                              ~ Rev. Karen Handy 

 

 
  

               

                                         

           

 

          

                       

  

 

 

Around the Church 

 

The church was decorated 
beautifully for Easter! 

 

A fantastic day for an Easter Egg Hunt 

 

“Then your faith will grow strong in 
the truth you were taught, and you 
will overflow with thankfulness.” 
Colossians 2:7 
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Outreach:  
Reaching out into our Community to make a difference.  
By Larisa Thomas c240-994-5042, larisa97thomas@atlanticbb.net 

 

Upcoming Outreach Opportunities for Our Congregation:   
May 5 10-12 CUMC Food Pantry 
May 19 10-12 CUMC Food Pantry 
May 20 2 PM Outreach Meeting 
 

Outreach Meeting May 20: Members Needed 

After taking a long break from COVID, we are looking to focus more into the community. Come join us and 
bring your ideas and answer the call to serve. The Meeting will be May 20 at 2 PM and will only take 45 
minutes. If you can only meet at night, please let Larisa Thomas know. 

CUMC Hosting Drop Off Site for Operation Christmas Child Shoeboxes: Coordinator 
Needed  

CUMC has participated with Operation Christmas Child collecting shoeboxes filled with gifts for children 
around the world who probably have never received a Christmas gift.  We have now agreed to be a 
collection site for the Shoeboxes in Mid-November.  A coordinator is needed to oversee the process. There 
is some training and processing to set us up, so if you are interested, please contact Larisa Thomas.   

 

 

@centrevilleumchurch 

   Happy Mother’s Day 

She is clothed with strength and 

dignity; she can laugh at the 

days to come.  She speaks with 

wisdom, and faithful instruction 

is on her tongue. 

         Proverbs 31: 25-26 
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COMBINED WORSHIP SERVICE - MAY 23 
 

Sunday, May 23rd is Pentecost:   

Pentecost, a major festival in the Christian church 
is celebrated on the 50th day of Easter.   
It commemorates the descent of the Holy Spirt on 
the Apostles and other disciples following the 
Crucifixion, Resurrection, and Ascension of Jesus 
Christ.  It marks the beginning of the Christian 
church’s mission to the world.  “Go and make 
disciples for the transformation of our community 
and our world.” 

 

 
 

Please join us as we celebrate this day with a 
combined worship service at 10:00 AM where we 
will be welcoming our newest members and 
confirmands to our church family.  We will also 
be recognizing our 2021 High School & College 
graduates.   

Immediately following the service, we will have a 
“bring your own picnic” lunch.   Bring your lunch 
and a chair or blanket and join us outside on the 
lawn for safely distanced fellowship.   Keep an 
eye out in the weekly announcements for more 
information.  

 
 
 

Centreville United 
Methodist Church 

608 Church Hill Rd. 
Centreville, MD 21617 

410-758-0868 
 

 

 

Sunday Worship 
 

           Contemporary Service (Praise Band)                    8:40 am 

           Traditional Service (Choir)                                  11:00 am 

           Sunday School (Adult class only)                          9:50 am 

           Youth Group (6th – 12th grade)                                5:30 pm  
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UNITED METHODIST MEN 

There will be a United Methodist 

Men’s meeting on May 11, 2021 

at 6:30 PM. 

The Chicken BBQ normally held 

in Spring has been cancelled; 

HOWEVER, we plan on having 

one in the Fall of 2021!   

 

The Sunday School Program is looking 

for teachers for the next school year 

starting in September.  Please reach 

out to Kim Parkerson if you are 

interested.  410-758-2381 

 

  

The nursery is available during the 8:40 am 
and 11:00 am worship service.  Children 
ages infant – 5 are welcome.     

MEMORIAL GARDEN BRICKS 

 

Memorial Garden Bricks that were ordered 
last year have been installed!    

If you would like to purchase a brick for a 
loved one, we are taking orders from April – 
June 2021.  Order forms can be found in the 
Narthex wall display, or the church office.  
All details (cost, formatting of bricks, etc.) 
are included on the order form.   Next 
installation will be Spring of 2022.   

VBS is Back! 
 
We are planning to hold VBS this year in late summer. The 
tentative date is the week of August 16. This year's theme is 
Rocky Railway. On this faith-filled adventure, kids discover that 
trusting Jesus pulls them through life's ups and downs.  
 
In order to make our VBS a success, we will need help with 
planning. If you are interested in joining the VBS planning team, 
please contact Jodi Bortz at jbortz@centreville-umc.com or call 
the church office. 
 

 

CUMC’s Nursery is Open 

mailto:jbortz@centreville-umc.com
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CUMC HOLDS DRIVE-THRU COVID-19 VAX CLINIC 
 

 

      

Administrative Council 

Jerry Thomas 
 

Staff Parish Relations 

Rhonda Knotts 
 

Trustee  

Henry Covington, Jr. 
 

Finance 

Todd Turner 
 

Lay Leader 

Will Covington 
 

 
 

CLERGY & OFFICE 

 

Senior Pastor 

Rev. Karen Handy 
khandy@centreville-umc.com 

 

 
 

Assoc. Pastor of Youth 

& Congregational Care 

G. Brandon Harris 
bharris@centreville-umc.com 

 

 
Office Manager 

Shelly Illemszky 
office@centreville-umc.com 

 
 
 

ADMINISTRATIVE 

CHAIRPERSONS 

The Army National Guard was at 
CUMC on Saturday, April 24th 
administering Moderna, Covid-
19 vaccines.  They could not have 
been more organized, efficient, 
professional, and friendly.     

CUMC is grateful to the 
Governor’s office and the Army 
National Guard for making this 
possible.  They were able to 
vaccinate several of our church 
members as well as many 
members of our community.    
Thank You!    

The wellness mobile will be 
returning to CUMC on May 22nd 
to administer the 2nd dose of the 
vaccine.   Please call the church 
office if you have any questions.   

 

Meet Our 2021 
Confirmation Class.   

These 6 students had a 
great confirmation retreat 
filled with adventure, 
fellowship, and God’s 
word.   

Join us on May 23rd at our 
combined worship service 
as these young men and 
women profess their faith.   

mailto:khandy@centreville-umc.com
mailto:bharris@centreville-umc.com
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Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

This past year has been a year of tremendous change and challenge for us all.  We are fortunate and blessed 
to have a strong church family here at Centreville United Methodist Church, that has provided us with 
ongoing worship and community support.  During this past year the church has been impacted, just like our 
families, friends, and communities have by the global pandemic, yet they have found a way to be the hands 
and feet of Christ.  Our mission is to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world, and 
we will continue to keep that front and center in our daily focus. 

We are reaching out to each of you, as members of our church family, to ask you to prayerfully consider how 
you can allow us to continue with this mission.  We have seen an uptick in weekly attendance with our 
Sunday services over the first quarter of the year, and with the continued initiative to fully vaccinate our 
community, we expect to continue that trend.  We were forced to make significant financial changes from 
our 2020 budget to the 2021 budget, and we feel strongly that God will continue to provide and bless our 
church.  

We’ve prayed for our community to support our church as we support them. Our Pastor, Finance 
Committee, and Church Council worked hard to lower our operating expenses for 2021, however, after the 
first quarter of the year we find ourselves behind in giving across the board. We realize that many of you 
have continued to tithe and provide offerings on a weekly and monthly basis, either through the offering 
plate, mailed envelopes, or online giving. We are hopeful that this letter will reach more of our church family 
and community with the goal of additional spiritual and financial support.  

It is always hard to ask for help, but we need to meet our financial obligations for our General Giving, Church 
Mortgage, and Capital Fund, so that we can continue with our mission.  Our weekly contribution for all three 
areas has been averaging $6,700, while our need is $9,378.  We are asking for your assistance in getting us 
back on track, through your prayers, your communications, your contributions, and your love.   

Our call to our members who regularly attend our services, whether in person or online, is to reach out to 
members, friends, and those in the community who have not been able to attend.  Ask them to return to 
church services as they are able.  Remind them of the various ways to give, whether in person, by mail, or 
electronically.  It’s time to bring our church family and community back home. Our Mission is strong!  Christ 
is our central focus!  Together we can make up the difference, but we need to act in faith.  

For those giving, thank you.  For those that can give more, please pray on it and consider it.  Please reach out 
to me with any questions or recommendations. 

Blessings, 

Todd Turner 
CUMC Finance Chair 

THE FINANCIAL STATE OF OUR CHURCH 
 

To:  CUMC Congregation, Clergy and Staff 
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… CALENDAR OF EVENTS MAY 2021 

 

MAY 3        MAY 6 

MEMBERSHIP CLASS – 3PM     ROTARY – 7AM 

TRUSTEE MTG – 6:30PM      CHOIR – 6PM 

MAY 4        JOY RINGERS – 7PM 

INTERCESSORY PRAYER – 10AM      MAY 10 

MAY 5        MEMBERSHIP CLASS – 3PM 

FOOD PANTRY – 10AM – 12PM     MAY 11 

RUTH BIBLE STUDY – 1PM & 7:30PM    INTERCESSORY PRAYER – 10AM 

PRAISE BAND – 6:30PM      UNITED METHODIST MEN – 6:30PM 

            (CONTINUED NEXT PAGE)   

Meet Our Nursery Coordinator! 

Please help Pastor Karen, Pastor Brandon, and the SPRC welcome Stacey Strotman to her new role as 

Nursery Coordinator.  Stacey has been a member of CUMC for over twenty years and shared that, “I love 

my church and my church family!”    

Stacey is the proud and loving mother to two adult children, and a devoted grandmother to two beautiful 

grandchildren.  She has a long history of working with children, not only by raising her own and 

homeschooling her grandson, Sawyer, but also by assisting with children’s Sunday School classes through 

her years as a member of our church.   

Stacey also held the position of CUMC Office Manager, from 2009 through 2014, before she stepped 

down to help provide childcare to her grandson.  She has also participated in many mission trips that were 

affiliated with our church.   

Stacey is excited to be offering childcare to the families of our church, starting on Sunday, April 25th, 

during both services.  She has been busy organizing and preparing our nursery space, to welcome all those 

children who will be spending time there on Sunday mornings.   

If you are interested in being a part of Stacey’s nursery team, by helping to provide occasional childcare 

during our Sunday Worship Services, please reach out to her or Shelly in the church office.  We would 

deeply appreciate your time!   

Warmest Wishes to Stacey in her new position!   

     ~ Pastor Karen, Pastor Brandon and the SPRC 
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…CALENDAR OF EVENTS MAY 2021 (CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE) 

 

MAY 12       MAY 24  

RUTH BIBLE STUDY – 1PM &7:30PM    BLOOD BANK – 12PM 

PRAISE BAND – 6:30PM      MAY 25 

MAY 13       INTERCESSORY PRAYER – 10AM  

ROTARY – 7AM       CUB SCOUTS – 6:30PM  

CHOIR – 6PM       ADMIN. COUNCIL MTG. – 6:30PM  

JOY RINGERS – 7PM      MAY 26  

MAY 18       RUTH BIBLE STUDY – 1PM & 7:30PM 

INTERCESSORY PRAYER – 10AM     PRAISE BAND – 6:30PM 

MAY 19       MAY 27 

FOOD PANTRY – 10AM-12PM     ROTARY – 7AM 

RUTH BIBLE STUDY – 1PM & 7:30PM    CHOIR – 6PM 

PRAISE BAND – 6:30PM      JOY RINGERS – 7PM 

MAY 20       MAY 31 

ROTARY – 7AM       OFFICE CLOSED – MEMORIAL DAY 

OUTREACH MTG. – 2PM 

CHOIR – 6PM 

JOY RINGERS – 7PM 

 

Centreville United Methodist Church 
608 Church Hill Rd. 
Centreville, MD  21617 


