
 

The Messenger 
April 2021 

Message from our Pastor  

 
“Death could not hold You, the veil tore before You 

You silenced the boast of sin and grave 
The heavens are roaring, the praise of Your glory 

For You are raised to life again 
You have no rival, You have no equal 

Now and forever God you reign 
Yours is the Kingdom, Yours is the glory 

Yours is the Name above all names” 
 

These are the lyrics in a song that I love for worship.  It is titled “What a Beautiful 
Name” by Hillsong.  It is based on Colossians 1 and it declares Christ as King.   

We are walking closer to Easter.  This month we will, in fact, celebrate the death 
and resurrection of Christ.  We will share in shouting and singing “Hosanna” 
Palm Sunday and sit at the table of the Upper Room on Maundy Thursday.  The 
cross will be carried before us and we will hear the last words of Christ on Good 
Friday.  From celebration to great pain and agony in just a few short days.  This, 
however, is the not the climax of God’s story.   

The pivotal moment in God’s plan happens 3 days later.  It is on Easter morning 
that the women, followed by Jesus’ disciples, find the grave empty.  Jesus is alive!  
“Death could not hold You…For You are raised to life again.”  When we place 
our faith in Jesus we are reconciled with God.  Paul writes: “But now he has 
reconciled you by Christ’s physical body through death to present you holy in his 
sight, without blemish and free from accusation— if you continue in your faith, 
established and firm, and do not move from the hope held out in the gospel. This 
is the gospel that you heard and that has been proclaimed to every creature under 
heaven, and of which I, Paul, have become a servant.” (Colossians 1:22-3-23) 

As we worship Christ our King this Easter, may we celebrate that we have true 
life and strengthen our faith.   

Happy Easter! 

   

 
  

                

 

 

 

         

                      

 

                              

             

 

“When we place our faith in Jesus, we are 
reconciled with God.” 

 

Around the Church 

Pastor Karen delivering some 
“sweet treats” to all school staff in 

Centreville! 

A Touch of Spring 

Lenten Rose in Memorial Garden 

Flowers blooming inside. 
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Outreach:  
Reaching out into our Community to make a difference  
By Larisa Thomas c240-994-5042, larisa97thomas@atlanticbb.net 

 

Upcoming Outreach Opportunities For Our Congregation:   
April 7 10-12 CUMC Food Pantry 
April 21 10-12 CUMC Food Pantry 
April 21-24 5:30 Last Casseroles Needed for Homeless, delivered to KIUMC 

 
Final Shelter Dinners Needed for April 21-24  

The Homeless Shelter will stop its housing at the end of April. CUMC is up for our final rotation among the various 
QAC churches from April 21-24. A huge thank you to the volunteers who have cooked an extra meal for the homeless 
as they were cooking their own dinner. This is the last chance to sign up and share your meal.  

They are looking for a main dish, a meat and veggie casserole or pasta type casserole. A cooked vegetable side or 
fully prepared green salad would be nice, especially with a pasta dish. Casseroles should be fully cooked, hot and 
ready to serve when dropped off in a throw-away pan. Sandi or Karen will be at KIUMC each evening at 5:30 to take 
in the meal, transfer it into take-out boxes and deliver to our guests. I will be in contact with you to keep you updated 
on the number of guests we are feeding and any food allergies. We are currently serving 11 people. Sign up at Sign 
Up Genius (link on CUMC Website under Serve Tab)  https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F094BAAA62EA75-shelter 
or call/text Larisa.  

Outreach Meeting coming in May: We Need Members 

After taking a long break from COVID, we are looking to focus more into the community. Come join us and bring your 
ideas and answer the call to serve. We will have a meeting in May. (date TBA) 

Food Pantry 

           

Donations Needed: Donations we can use are reusable bags/paper bags, toiletries, side dish items and hamburger 
helper.  

 

 

Our pantry is stocked, largely due in part to our charter pack, Cub Scouts 
Pack 129. They wanted to give back for our sponsoring them and did a huge 
food drive in various neighborhoods. We will be stocking our shelves during 
the next food pantry. Great job Scouts! 

Volunteers: We really have need of a few more helpers with the Wednesday 
Food Pantries to assist guests in selecting food and pulling a wagon. You are 
rotated, serving once every 4-6 weeks. Call/text Larisa if interested. Enjoy 
Fellowship and Serving at one easy time! 

 

Tara Palmatary, President 
of QAC FFA drops off 
items for our Food Pantry!  
Thank you! 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F094BAAA62EA75-shelter


Centreville United Methodist Church     

3 
 

Holy Week Celebrations 
 

March 28 – Palm Sunday   

Children’s Easter Egg Hunt – 10 AM (in between worship services) 

Youth Group Glow-in-the-Dark Easter Egg Hunt – 7:30 PM   

 

April 1 – Maundy Thursday Service @ 7 PM 

 

 

April 2 – Good Friday Service @ 7 PM 

 

April 4 – Easter Sunday  

Sunrise Service in Memorial Garden – 6:30 AM 

Contemporary Service – 8:40 AM 

Traditional Service – 11:00 AM 

 

 
 
 

Centreville United 
Methodist Church 

608 Church Hill Rd. 
Centreville, MD 21617 

410-758-0868 
 

 

 

Sunday Worship 
 

           Contemporary Service (Praise Band)                    8:40 am 

           Traditional Service (Choir)                                  11:00 am 

           Sunday School (Adult class only)                          9:50 am 

           Youth Group (6th – 12th grade)                                5:30 pm  
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@centrevilleumchurch 

THE METHODIST WOMEN & THE 

RICHARD W. PHILLIPS MEMORIAL 

SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS ARE 

NOW AVAILABLE. 

Both these scholarships are open to all 
active CUMC members that are high school 
seniors pursuing post-high school 
education.  Applications are available in the 
church office.  Deadline to apply is May 3, 
2021. 

g 

THE METHODIST WOMEN  ARE 

HOPING THAT COVID WILL RELAX 

SOME AND POSSIBLY WE ALL CAN 

GET TOGETHER FOR A LUNCH DATE 

IN MID-SUMMER OR EARLIER.  IT HAS 

BEEN A LONG TIME SINCE WE HAVE 

SEEN ONE ANOTHER AND HAD SOME 

GOOD LAUGHS AND FELLOWSHIP.  
HOPE YOU ALL ARE WELL AND STAY 

SAFE.  WATCH OUT IN THE 

NEWSLETTER FOR ANY UPCOMING 

EVENTS.  GOD BLESS EVERYONE. 

 

UNITED METHODIST MEN 

There will be a United Methodist 

Men’s meeting on April 13, 2021 

at 6:30 PM. 

Youth Group Parent Meeting 
 

As we enter this time of transition with the youth 

group, I would like to express my excitement entering 

this ministry with all of you and also to take time and 

set up a tentative Parent meeting for the Youth on 

April 11th after youth group in the fellowship hall to 

introduce myself and to discuss my vision for the 

youth group and your vision as well.  If you are unable 

to attend or another time and date would work better 

for you please let me know, my email is 

bharris@centreville-umc.com 

Ephesians 4:11-12 

1 Corinthians 14:31 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians+4%3A11-12&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+14%3A31&version=ESV
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Administrative Council 

Jerry Thomas 
 

Staff Parish Relations 

Rhonda Knotts 
 

Trustee  

Henry Covington, Jr. 
 

Finance 

Todd Turner 
 

Lay Leader 

Will Covington 
 
 

 

CLERGY & OFFICE 

 

Senior Pastor 

Rev. Karen Handy 
khandy@centreville-umc.com 

 

 
 

Assoc. Pastor of Youth 

& Congregational Care 

Brandon Harris 
bharris@centreville-umc.com 

 

 
Office Manager 

Shelly Illemszky 
office@centreville-umc.com 

 
 

ADMINISTRATIVE 

CHAIRPERSONS 

Newsletter ideas & article submissions should be 

sent to Shelly Illemszky at office@centreville-umc.com 

 

Covid Update 

As you may be aware, Governor Hogan announced significant changes in a 
new Executive Order pertaining to Covid-19 taking effect Friday, March 12, 
2021 at 5:00pm. Here is a summary as it pertains to churches. 

• The 50% capacity limit is removed for churches. Churches may 

resume up to 100% capacity.  

• The cloth face covering mandate remains. 

• Social distancing of 6 feet is highly encouraged. 

So, what does this mean for Centreville UMC?  We can have more people in 
our sanctuary however we will ask that social distancing of 6 feet be 
maintained between family units.  This will reduce the number of people we 
can seat in our sanctuary.  We will continue to ask that people sit every other 
pew so please do not sit in a row with tape on the end cap.   

Masks need to be worn covering from the bridge of the nose to the chin.   

We encourage continued refraining from handshaking, hugs, sharing of 
physical items, etc.  Therefore, we will continue to offer bulletins with music 
and announcements printed that you may take home.  The offering plate will 
not be passed but will continue to be available in the Narthex.  You may also 
consider giving online, through your bank, or mail a check.   

Please remember that hand sanitizer stations are available for your use 
outside the sanctuary and Fellowship Hall.  The sanctuary is sanitized 
following worship.  If you meet in another area of the church or use the 
restroom, please take a few moments to sanitize the area.  Sanitizing 
supplies are available at the church. 

Our ushers will continue to note who has entered the sanctuary for the 
purposes of contract tracing if needed. 

Finally, if you are not feeling well, please stay home. COVID symptoms in 
some individuals can mimic seasonal allergies, and it is that time of the year.  
We will continue to offer services online including the special services during 
Holy Week (Maundy Thursday and Good Friday). 

mailto:khandy@centreville-umc.com
mailto:bharris@centreville-umc.com
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BIBLE STUDY - The Epic of Eden: RUTH 

Wednesday’s 1PM & 7:30PM – April 21 through May 26 

Join Pastor Karen as we dive into this six-week Bible study on the story of 
Ruth.  You will be challenged as you see yourselves in the characters of this 
epic tale and find that you may be faced with many of the same questions & 
challenges.   

Please sign up in the Narthex or by calling the church office by Wednesday, 
April 7th.  We will order the books as a group to receive a discount.  The cost 
of the book will be $14.95 or less. 

 

 

 

 

VBS COMING SUMMER 2021 

 

VBS  

Save the Date: 
 

Aug. 15 thru 

Aug. 19, 2021 

 

Starting Easter, we begin a new 
sermon series, Love 
Reigns, which will share how 
through Jesus’ death and 
resurrection, we have been 
given an opportunity to 
embrace the resurrection life 
and how this new way of living 
changes everything: wiping 
away our past, redefining our 
present and it giving us hope for 
our future. 
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Church.  It was then that Brandon started the process to become a Licensed Local Pastor. After graduating 
from Mercyhurst, Brandon enlisted in the United States Army, and went on to graduate from Airborne 
School.     

While serving in the Army, Brandon was a 13B (cannon crew member/artillerymen) and was deployed twice 
to Afghanistan as well as being stationed in Korea, North Carolina, and Alaska.  He achieved the rank of 
Sergeant and was the ammunition team chief.    

Brandon also has a variety of experience working with youth (in addition to fatherhood).  He coached and 
mentored the varsity boys at Wilmington Youth Rowing Association, for more than four years.  Brandon also 
helped to mentor the youth, who were going through the confirmation process, while he attended St. Paul’s 
United Methodist Church, in Wilmington.  

Brandon attained his pastoral license in 2018, and most recently was a pastor at Cedars United Methodist 
Church. He explained that he has felt God calling him in to ministry from a very young age.  Brandon shared 
that, “God has shown his Grace and I want to use the Grace that he has blessed me with, to bless others 
around me.  I continually see God working in my life molding and leading me to serve others both in his 
kingdom and not yet in his kingdom as a Pastor, someone that people can relate to in all walks of life.” 

Please join, Pastor Karen, the staff of CUMC, and the SPRC committee in giving Brandon, a huge welcome 
into our church family.  We are so excited to see him grow in this new position.   

Jeremiah 29:11:  For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the LORD, “plans to prosper you and not to 

harm you, plans to give you hope and a future. 

 

Warmest Wishes,  
Pastor Karen, the CUMC staff, and the SPRC committee members  
 

Welcoming Pastor Brandon Harris, to our CUMC Family 

It is our pleasure to announce that Pastor Brandon Harris, has taken the newly 
combined position of associate pastor and youth director, as of March 7th, 2021.  
Brandon grew up in Wilmington Delaware, where he attended Shiloh Baptist 
Church, with his parents and older sister.  He is also the proud father of three sons, 
Harlan, Finnigan and Lucas.  He loves spending time with his family, drawing and 
watching sports.   

Brandon obtained his Associates of the Arts Degree from Mercyhurst College in Erie 
Pa. During his time at college, he became a member of Park United Methodist 
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What is the Global Methodist Church? 

Some of you may have heard about the formation of the Global Methodist Church this past month.  Some 
may not.  I wanted to share information with you either way so that you are informed.  Before I dive in too 
deep, I want to step back and explain. 

The United Methodist Church is governed by our Book of Discipline.  It is within this book that we have our 
core beliefs, policies, and structure.  While this book helps us in our connection to one another, it can be 
seen more as a “rubber band” in which it allows some room for us to contextualize our ministry for our 
area.  It is important to remember that The United Methodist Church is a global church.  The Book of 
Disciple can only be changed or modified through an action of the General Conference which is held every 
4 years.  (There was supposed to be one held in 2020 but due to Covid it has been postponed a second 
time to 2022.) 

In 1972, the General Conference stated that all individuals are children of God and have value while 
placing restrictions on LBGTQ persons from being ordained in the church.  (Same-sex marriage was not an 
issue at the time.)  Since that conference, the language has remained and even strengthened in our Book 
of Discipline.   

This has created a divide in The United Methodist Church.  At the 2016 General Conference, the Council 
on Bishops (COB) asked for a formation of a commission called “The Commission for the Way Forward” in 
which it was hoped a plan to move forward would be found and acted upon at a Special General 
Conference in February 2019.  The commission came with three plans and the one that received the most 
support at the Special General Conference was the Traditional Plan which strengthened our language 
further and defined more clearly the discipline for clergy not adhering to the discipline.  This created even 
more unrest in our church.  It is important to recognize that there are good, faithful people on all sides of 
this issue.  Scriptural interpretation is really the bigger issue at hand. 

At the beginning of 2020, a group of United Methodists including Bishops, Centrist, Progressives, and 
Traditionalists unveiled a proposed legislation for the upcoming (2020) General Conference titled “The 
Protocol of Reconciliation and Grace through Separation” aka The Protocol.  The Protocol, if approved at 
General Conference, would allow the traditionalist portion (Annual Conferences or individual churches) of 
the church to leave The United Methodist Church.  They would be able to do so with a suspension of our 
“Trust Clause” which is currently a part of our UMC church.  In other words, those churches could leave 
with their property without penalty or lawsuits.  The Protocol spells out the process.   

With the pandemic, we have not been able to hold the anticipated General Conference and therefore, The 
Protocol has not been voted on by the delegates to General Conference.  That does not mean that the 
work preparing for the adoption of The Protocol has halted.  This is where the Global Methodist Church 
comes in. 

A Transitional Council was formed of several different groups within The United Methodist Church who 
identify as conservative, orthodox, or traditional in their theology.   This group is laying the foundation, but it 
will not become into existence quite yet.  It will not become full reality until the General Conference 
convenes and the Protocol is adopted or as noted on the website “Alternatively, if it becomes apparent that 
the leading bishops, centrists, and progressives who covenanted to support the Protocol no longer do so,  

Continued next page… 
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A NOTE FROM THE TRUSTEES: 

➢ Delmarva Power installed new underground electric service to our church which should eliminate 

several years’ worth of related problems.   

➢ All church heat and a/c ductwork has been professionally cleaned. 

➢ The 2nd phase of fire alarms and emergency systems to bring us up to current code has been 

completed.  The last phase is planned to be done in 2022 for the Sanctuary. 

➢ After a long year of Covid restrictions we all welcome the approaching return to “normal” as well 

as the refreshing return of Spring’s beauty and warm temperatures.  With this in mind, the 

trustees are making plans to replace our 25+ year old playground.  We are currently working on 

the design and costs.  We plan to do removal of old and installation of new (as appropriate) with 

church talent and labor.  There has been much interest in this project and contributions to start 

will be coming from Trustee’s budget, Methodist Men, Methodist Women and the Memorial 

Fund.  As we proceed, we will be asking for special gifts and encourage you to contact the office 

or a trustee if you already know that you would like to help make this project possible. 

then the (transitional) council will consider bringing the new church into existence without delay.”  The 
creation of a place for theological conservatives, orthodox, and traditionalist is important to have ready.   

There are some things that will be the same (our mission to make disciples, being global it will be a 
racially diverse church, men and women – both laity and clergy- will have place to serve faithfully as 
examples) but there will be differences as well. 

Here are a few that are currently in the Transitional Book of Doctrines and Discipline: 

• Licensed Local pastors and Ordained Clergy will have a place in the new denomination.  While 

there will not be a Licensed Local Pastor position they will serve as Deacons or Elders. 

• There will be bishops, but there will be term limits. 

• According to the Global Methodist Church’s Transitional Book of Doctrines and Discipline local 

churches will own all their property and assets.  There will be no “Trust Clause.”   

• Clergy and Churches will have more input into the appointment system. 

• Less money will be apportioned as there will be limited central agencies and there is a belief that 

money kept locally will aid churches to live out Christ’s Commandment more effectively to “Go 

and make disciples.” 

This is only a sampling and you are welcome to visit the website for more information, find out the 
meaning behind the logo, and to personally read the Transitional Book of Doctrines and Discipline.  It can 
be found at www.globalmethodists.org.   I would also love to share in conversation and dialog if you have 
questions or want to know more.   

~ Pastor Karen Handy 

 

Global Methodist Church continued from Page 8… 
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…CALENDAR OF EVENTS APRIL 2021 

 

HOLY WEEK       APRIL 15 

SEE PAGE 3 FOR SCHEDULE OF EVENTS    CHOIR – 6PM 

APRIL 5       JOY RINGERS – 7PM 

OFFICE CLOSED – EASTER MONDAY    APRIL 20 

TRUSTEE MEETING – 6:30PM     INTERCESSORY PRAYER – 10 AM  

APRIL 6        APRIL 21 

INTERCESSORY PRAYER – 10 AM     RUTH BIBLE STUDY – 1PM & 7:30PM 

ADMIN. COUNCIL – 6:30PM     FOOD PANTRY – 10AM-12PM 

APRIL 7       PRAISE BAND – 6:30PM 

FOOD PANTRY – 10AM-12PM     APRIL 22 

PRAISE BAND – 6:30PM      CHOIR – 6PM 

APRIL 8       JOY RINGERS – 7PM 

CHOIR – 6PM       APRIL 26 

JOY RINGERS – 7PM      BLOOD BANK – 12PM 

APRIL 13       APRIL 27 

INTERCESSORY PRAYER – 10AM     INTERCESSORY PRAYER – 10 AM 

UNITED METHODIST MEN – 6:30PM    APRIL 28 

SPRC MEETING – 6:30PM     RUTH BIBLE STUDY – 1PM & 7:30PM 

APRIL 14       PRAISE BAND – 6:30PM 

PRAISE BAND – 6:30PM      APRIL 29 

        CHOIR – 6PM; JOY RINGERS – 7PM 

         

         

 

Centreville United Methodist Church 
608 Church Hill Rd. 
Centreville, MD  21617 


