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The Messenger 
Our Mission Is To Make Disciples For Jesus Christ  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

A HOLIDAY MESSAGE FROM OUR 
PASTOR: 
 

Well, we are coming up to the end of the year. 2020 has 

only one month left. While in some ways it seems like 

just yesterday that we were ringing in the new year, other 

times it feels like the longest year of my life. I believe 

that we will talk for many years of 2020, the year of the 

unexpected and unprecedented. For many, this has been a 

dark time and space. 

 

We are entering the season of Advent in the church. It is 

a season in which we prepare not just for the birth of the 

Christ child but also for the second coming of Christ. It is 

a season that is filled with light, one of coming out of 

darkness into light. This is a season to awaken a sense of 

joy and eager anticipation for Jesus’ (second) coming! 

 

In this light, the Advent hymn “O Come, O Come, 

Emmanuel” perfectly represents the church’s cry during 

the Advent season: 

 

O come, O come, Emmanuel, 

And ransom captive Israel, 

That mourns in lonely exile here 

Until the Son of God appears. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! 

Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 

 

During this Advent season, I pray that you find a renewed 

hope, joy, peace, and love whether you join us in person 

or online. I do not think anyone would disagree that 2020 

has been a hard year for us all. May we find comfort in 

the words of John 1:5 this Advent, “The light shines in 

the darkness, and the darkness can never extinguish it.” 

 

Merry Christmas! 

 

Pastor Karen 

 

AROUND THE CHURCH 

Operation Christmas Child Shoeboxes! 

 

Many children around the world will be shown the 
love of Jesus thanks to your generosity.   

  

Sunday School will plan to 

resume in the building in 

January.  We will update 

you if this has to change.  

2021 Offering Envelopes 

are available for pick up 

in the Narthex.  You may 

pick yours up any time 

between Monday-Friday 

9am – 6 pm or Sundays 

after worship services. 

COVID-19 UPDATE 

Please visit our webpage for 

the most up to date 

information on our COVID-19 

policies. 
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DAILY ADVENT READING 

Please tune in daily online at 

www.centreville-umc.com or on our 

Facebook page, where our church 

family and friends will share an 

Advent reading.   You won’t want to 

miss these messages of hope, joy, 

love & peace, and the opportunity to 

see some faces you may not have seen 

in a while because of COVID-19.   

 

 

 
 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Services: 
 

December 24, 2020 

6:00 PM  (Contemporary) 

8:00 PM (Traditional) 

10:00 PM (Traditional) 

 

 

All services will be live streamed as well. 

 
Join us  

December 13th at 11:45 am for 
Community Christmas Caroling 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Centreville United Methodist Church will be 

hosting a drive-thru live Nativity on Dec. 20, 

2020 starting at 5:30pm.  Community members 

can drive through the Centreville UMC 

property and witness the Christmas Story.  We 

will have live animals!  We need people to 

pose as Mary, Joseph, and Wise Men.  We will 

have a group of children singing (dressed as 

shepherds and angels) and the adult choir 

sharing more carols as well.  There is a need 

for help with directing traffic and greeting, set-

up, and clean-up.   

 

Interested in helping with one or both of these 

projects?  Contact the church office by phone 

call, email, or sign up in the Narthex. 
 

DRIVE-THRU 

LIVE NATIVITY 

DEC. 20, 2020 

5:30 pm 

http://www.centreville-umc.com/
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Outreach:  
Reaching out into our Community to make a difference  
By Larisa Thomas c240-994-5042, larisa97thomas@atlanticbb.net 

 

Upcoming Outreach Opportunities For Our Congregation:   
Dec 2 10-12 CUMC Food Pantry 
Dec 16 10-12 CUMC Food Pantry 
Dec 20-22 5:30 Casseroles Needed for Homeless, delivered to KIUMC 

Shelter Dinners Needed December 20-22 
Due to COVID, the Homeless Shelter will be still housing individuals in motel rooms for November and 
December. They are looking for a main dish, a meat and veggie casserole or pasta type casserole with a 
side of bread/roll. A green salad would be nice especially with a pasta dish. We cannot use the kitchen 
at KIUMC for any type of cooking so the casseroles should be fully cooked, hot and ready to serve 
when dropped off. Sandi or Karen will be at KIUMC each evening at 5:30 to take in the meal, transfer it 
into take-out boxes and deliver to our guests. I will be in contact with you to keep you updated on the 
number of guests we are feeding and any food allergies. We are currently serving 9 people. Our Dates 
are December 20-22, with January on to be added later. Sign up at Sign Up Genius (link on CUMC 
Website under Serve Tab)  https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F094BAAA62EA75-shelter or call/text 
Larisa. 

Food Pantry 
 

 

  

November was a busy month. Our Food Pantry 
guests increased, and God provided! We had 2 
neighborhood food drives: one in Corsica Landing 
run by our Barb Thompson and one in Northbrook 
by realtor Crystal Smith.  The picture is from Barb’s 
drive… and it was appreciatively used up during our 
Pre-Thanksgiving pantry. Our guests were so happy 
to see the goodies we had available for them. The 
pantry also received part of the Rotary’s fund-
raising efforts. Thank you! 

 

WOW! AND A THANK YOU, ACME Markets Foundation! CUMC Food Pantry 

was able to provide holiday meals to local families in need this Thanksgiving 

thanks to a generous donation of 20 turkey dinners from ACME and ACME 

customers.  Please help us show our appreciation by visiting your 

neighborhood store and telling them how much you appreciate them. 
 

We do expect to see an increase in guests, as the Haven Ministries has stopped the Pop-Up Food Pantry in 
Sudlersville. With the weather being so cold, it needed to find another format. They will be having a 
mobile food pantry by appointment for Sudlersville residents instead. Guests from our area are still invited 
to shop one time a month at the Headquarters Location in Queenstown.  

Donations Needed: Donations we can use are cereal, side dish packets, hamburger helper, and toiletries.  
 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F094BAAA62EA75-shelter
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It’s not every day that we are blessed at CUMC to be able to celebrate such a special event! On 

December 27th Evelyn Berry, one of our long-time, faithful church members, will turn 100!  

 

Ms. Evelyn was born on December 27, 1920, on a farm outside of Centreville. She is the oldest of three 

siblings, including her sister Ruth and brother Gene. Spending her life in the Centreville area, Ms. 

Evelyn married the love of her life, Oliver. They initially lived in a small apartment in town and 

welcomed daughter Joy into their family. After her second daughter Bonnie was born, they decided 

they needed a little more room, so they moved into the home where Ms. Evelyn currently resides in the 

Heights. Ms. Evelyn worked for many years as a telephone operator and at Edwards Pharmacy.  She 

has been an active member of CUMC for decades, and she has given much of her time and gifts to our 

church over the years. 

 

For those of you who know Ms. Evelyn, you know she is not someone who likes to be idle! She has 

volunteered at the local nursing home for years, helping out during their Bingo games with her sister 

Ruth. Even now, with Covid restrictions in place, she still calls the residents regularly to make sure 

they are doing alright. She also makes sure to stay active physically, whether swimming laps in her 

pool in the summer months or walking through the neighborhood the rest of the year. If you drive by 

her home, you might just catch Ms. Evelyn planting flowers or raking leaves. And if you don’t see her 

there, you’re liable to run into her at Acme!  Her faithful companion Kitty Puss (a stray that promptly 

became an indoor cat!) keeps her company.  

 

Ms. Evelyn’s faith, determination, and strong will has served her well over the last century. She is truly 

an example to the rest of us of how to live each day with thanksgiving and grace. May the Lord 

continue to bless her, keep her, and make His face to shine upon her. Please consider reaching out to 

Ms. Evelyn later this month so you can help her celebrate this wonderful occasion! From everyone at 

CUMC, HAPPY BIRTHDAY MS. EVELYN!!  
 

 

 

Happy 100th Birthday Evelyn Berry! 

 

 
 

 

POINSETTIAS AT THE ALTAR 
 

If you would like to place a poinsettia at the altar in 

memory or honor of a loved one this Christmas, 

please deliver your poinsettia to the church by 

December 11, 2020.  Please call Shelly in the office 

with the information to be printed in the Christmas 

Eve bulletin no later than December 18th. 
 

 
Adopt-A-Bear tags are available 

in the Narthex. Place unwrapped 

gifts in a large bag with the tag 

taped to the outside and drop off 

in the Education Wing lobby by 

December 8th. 
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ADMINISTRATIVE 

CHAIRPERSONS 
 

Administrative Council: 

Jerry Thomas 

 

Staff Parish Relations: 

Rhonda Knotts 

 

Trustee Chairman: 

Henry Covington, Jr. 

 

Lay Leader: 

Will Covington 

 

Finance Chairman: 

Todd Turner 

 

CLERGY 

 
Karen Handy 

Senior Pastor 

khandy@centreville-umc.com 

 

 
Rudy Draper 

Associate Pastor 

Sower Ministry 

rdraper@centreville-umc.com 

 

 
Robyn Brown 

Visitation Pastor 

rbrown@centreville-umc.com 

 

OFFICE  
 

Shelly Illemszky 

Office Manager 

office@centreville-umc.com 

 

 
  

 
 

 

 

 

Newsletter Ideas & Article Submissions should be sent to Shelly 

Illemszky, at office@centreville-umc.com 
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METHODIST WOMEN NEWS: 
 
Due to Covid-19, the Methodist Women will not be holding their annual Christmas Party in 2020.  We all 
will surely miss it as it is a great time with good food, fellowship, and many laughs.  Let us pray that 
things will turn around and possibly can have something in late Spring or early Summer.  Wishing 
everyone a blessed Thanksgiving and Christmas Season.  God Bless. 
 
Food Pantry:  During the CUMC food pantry on Wednesday, December 16th, we will be giving away 
Christmas items to the recipients if they wish to receive.  We give away items such as Christmas 
ornaments, small trees, items that can be re-gifted to others, as they cannot always afford to buy gifts.  
Books, small toys, toiletries, and any Christmas decoration.  If you have any items that you need to get 
rid of and would like to donate, please have them to the church by 3:00 pm on Tuesday, December 15.  
We ask that these items be in good condition and something you would like to see someone else enjoy.  
Any questions regarding this matter, please contact Lynda Palmatary at 410-490-0878.  Thank You!!! 

 
We all know him affectionately, as Pastor 

Rudy.  In his time here at CUMC, he has led 

our youth ministry and was instrumental in the 

development of the Sower Ministry.  From his 

youth groups to his bible studies, from his 

energetic sermons, to his infectious 

personality, Pastor Rudy has left his mark on 

our church and our church family. 

 

Pastor Rudy is on fire for our Lord and we 

have been so fortunate to be a part of his 

journey!  He truly has brought a passion to our 

church, that has been felt by all of us.  COVID 

19 restrictions are making it difficult to give 

him the sendoff we would like to give him, but 

we can still shower him with love and 

appreciation by having a drive-by appreciation 

parade!  Please join us on December 6th at 4:40 

pm. 

 
“What counts in life is not the mere fact that we 

have lived.  It is the difference that we have made to 

the lives of others that will determine the 

significance of the life we lead.”  Nelson Mandela. 

DRIVE-BY 

FAREWELL FOR 

PASTOR RUDY 

This time of year, we are entering the season of 

Advent. In this season we celebrate the birth of our 

Lord Jesus Christ and give thanks for all that He’s 

done for us.  

 

I have done a lot of praying and reflecting on 

seasons in my life and I'd like to share one with you! 

 

In 2015, I was brought on by Pastor Rudy Draper to 

be a volunteer youth leader. A couple years later I 

was approached by Pastor Mark and Jennifer Gragg 

about becoming the new editor of the newsletter.  I 

quickly said yes because it let me to use my artistic 

gifts. In the last 5 years I have been blessed to have 

served CUMC in many ways including the 

newsletter, youth group and more recently 

launching The Sower with Pastor Rudy. Back in 

March, I began to ask God where He wanted me 

professionally and in ministry. God answered and I 

was blessed professionally to begin a job with 

Amazon. In ministry, God has called me to continue 

serving with The Sower team and Pastor Rudy as 

we plant roots in Kent County. Which means that 

this will be my last newsletter to CUMC. 

 

I am so thankful to God for placing me here and 

having so many amazing people pour the love and 

the word of God into me. 

 

Thank You all! 

 

Doug Witt 



CENTREVILLE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH  DECEMBER 2020  

The Messenger - Page  7 

What a year 2020 has been! 
By Rhonda Knotts, SPRC Chair  

Well, 2020 has been the year of firsts and in short, an extremely difficult year. This year, annual family 

vacations were cancelled; brides and grooms were forced to pare down their guest lists; working adults learned 

how to telework, while craving human interaction; parents worked diligently to adapt to life with their children 

engaging in virtual learning; some lost their jobs and faced financial uncertainties; some faced a sense of 

helplessness when they weren’t able to visit a loved one in the hospital; a nursing home; or an assisted living; 

some lost loved ones and weren’t able to celebrate that person the way that traditions have always allowed for; 

others chose not to visit with beloved family and missed out on annual traditions, due to COVID restrictions; and 

the list goes on. 

Our grief counselors have seen a high demand for those needing emotional support through-out the year.  

After all, grief isn’t just about death, it’s about loss.  Loss of normalcy, loss of control, and loss of hope.  

Something that we always encourage our grievers to do, is to show themselves grace, while they are on the grief 

journey.  It is so important to exercise patience and compassion when we are experiencing challenging situations.  

After all, there are no ‘how to’ books on how to navigate everyday life during a pandemic (there will be after this 

year!) and everyone has experienced grief in 2020 in varying degrees.   

And now we begin the 2020 Holiday Season.  We know that the holidays are going to look different than 

holidays in the past.  There might be some tears, sadness and at times an empty feeling, because of traditions that 

we are unable to participate in this year, with some of the people that we love. But in our grief, can also find the 

ability to smile, laugh and spread joy.  What you choose to do this holiday season is completely your choice.  If 

you haven’t already, you are going to discover some things about yourself when this is all said and done.  You will 

find you’re stronger than you thought you were.  

You will discover that times of crisis offer us an opportunity to reflect on what God might be saying to us.  

How is God seeking our attention right now?  Could it be, that he wants us to explore and reevaluate what is truly 

important?   

Due to the COVID restrictions and the slowing down of our normal lives, maybe there are those who are 

getting to know our towns and local communities better.  The stories of courage and self-sacrifice that have come 

out of our hospitals; nursing homes and other frontline organizations, are reminders of our dependence on a host of 

people and institutions.  The long lines outside of food pantries point to the many in our midst who are perilously 

close to poverty.  Seldom has it been more evident that our own well-being often rests in the hands of others and 

that many around us are hurting.   

C.S. Lewis once said that pain and suffering are God’s megaphone to a deaf world.  If he is right, then 

God has not been silent during the pandemic.  Pain and suffering also raise huge questions, about God’s justice, 

which is a natural response, even for the most devoted believers.  That is where faith comes in.   

Let’s make it our primary focus to deflect some attention away from the outlying response to the virus and 

point instead to the ways God might be interrupting our lives and asking us to stop and think.  I believe that God is 

speaking to us…….but, are we listening?   

Proverbs 3:5-6 “Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all your 

ways acknowledge Him, and He shall direct your paths.”  God wants us to acknowledge Him every day, no matter 

what we do and not matter what is going on around us.  He promises to direct us, which means He will 

communicate to us in a way we are sure to understand. 

God promises that we can gain wisdom and understanding when we listen to Him. To listen to God, we 

must first be open and willing to receive His word. His words are alive and speak to us as we read the bible and 

pray. He wants us to talk to Him and He promises to listen to us as well!  Sometimes, God speaks to us through 

people that we meet. Always be open to hearing God through people that he places in your path.   

May you and your families have a meaningful and memorable holiday season.  May you find the 

opportunity to reflect and intentionally listen to what God has to say to you, during the Advent Season.   

 

God Bless,  

Rhonda A. Knotts 

SPRC Chair 
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As we turn to a new year, we invite you to join 

Pastor Karen for a Bible study titled "Epic of 

Eden" which begins January 6, 2021.  Here is a 

little bit about the study: 

 

Does your knowledge of the Old Testament feel 

like a grab bag of people, books, events and ideas? 

How many times have you resolved to really 

understand the OT? To finally make sense of it? 

In The Epic of Eden Video Study, Dr. Sandra 

Richter clearly and powerfully communicates a 

history of God’s redeeming grace, weaving 

together a story that runs from the Eden of the 

Garden to the garden of the New Jerusalem. 

Through text and video teaching, Dr. Richter uses   

Upcoming Bible Study … The Epic of EDEN 

this 12-week study to bring a new dimension to the history of the ancient Near East, 

orienting any study group in time, geography, culture, redemption, and relevance to 

today — all without diminishing her reader’s faith or dumbing down the scripture. 

 

The study will run on Wednesdays at 1pm and 7:30pm Jan. 6,13, 20, 27, Feb. 3, 10, 

24, March 3, 10, 17, 24 & 31.  Please sign up by Dec. 15, 2020 on the sign-up sheet in 

the Narthex or contact the church office (410)758-0868 or office@centreville-umc.com.  

We will order books together for the study as discounts apply the more we order.  Books 

will cost $22.95 or less. 
 

 

TREE OF LIGHTS – The tree will be lit outside the church 
during this Christmas Season.  You may purchase a light for 
$5.00 in honor or memory of someone to be placed in the 
bulletin on Christmas Eve.  Please send in your $5.00 payment 
with your request to Shelly at the church office by Monday, 
December 14th .   
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Survey results: 

 

Last month we asked you to help us through 

taking a survey. This was to help us to gauge our 

current response to Covid-19 and to improve. We 

begin by first thanking the 61 people who 

completed the survey. It has given us insight! 

 

Of those surveyed, 65% reported that they have 

been to worship in-person. Of the 35% who have 

not, all indicated that they plan to return to 

church. Some in the next month or so. Others 

wish to wait a while, and another requested an 

FM signal be broadcast during the worship 

service for those who might be more comfortable 

staying in their cars. 

 

73% of those surveyed have engaged in online 

worship with almost half participating 1-3 times 

in the last 6 weeks. Typically, 61% attend weekly 

and 38% report 2-3 times a month. A few 

responses shared the value and void of our 

Children’s Sunday School and nursey not being 

open at this time. 

 

83% are not comfortable with coffee or 

refreshments being served at this time.  As far as 

the offering, 55% responded that they were 

comfortable with passing the offering plate and 

34% have given an offering online. 

 

The last question was regarding communion and 

the comfort levels people have in being served.  

64% reported that they are comfortable.  Looking 

back, we should have been clearer in this question 

to better understand if people are comfortable 

with the way we are currently serving 

communion (individual elements that are 

prepackaged) or the Pre-Covid-19 method. 

 

Again, we thank you for your response and help. 

With the rising numbers of Covid-19 especially in 

Queen Ann’s County, we believe that we need to 

continue to care for one another and be vigilant.  

We will take the information and continue to seek 

ways to make worship safer for you. 

DE C E M B E R  2020  

CA L E N D A R  O F  EV E N T S…  
 

DECEMBER 1      

INTERCESSORY PRAYER – 10AM 

DECEMBER 2      

FOOD PANTRY – 10AM – NOON     

PRAISE BAND – 6:30 PM 

DECEMBER 6      

DRIVE-BY FAREWELL PASTOR RUDY – 4:40 PM 

DECEMBER 7       

TRUSTEE MTG. – 6:30 PM     

DECEMBER 8      

INTERCESSORY PRAYER – 10PM    

SPRC MTG. – 6:30 PM     

DECEMBER 9      

PRAISE BAND – 6:30 PM     

DECEMBER 12 

EAGLE SCOUT COURT OF HONOR– 1:00 PM 

DECEMBER 13 

CHRISTMAS CAROLING – 11:45 AM 

DECEMBER 15 

INTERCESSORY PRAYER – 10PM    

DECEMBER 16 

FOOD PANTRY – 10AM – NOON 

PRAISE BAND – 6:30 PM    

DECEMBER 20 

DRIVE THRU LIVE NATIVITY – 5:30 PM 

DECEMBER 24 

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES: 6PM; 8PM; 10PM 

OFFICE CLOSED 

DECEMBER 25 

CHRISTMAS DAY – OFFICE CLOSED 

DECEMBER 28 – DECEMBER 31 

OFFICE HOURS ARE 9 AM- 12 PM 

DECEMBER 28 

BLOOD BANK – 12:00 PM 

DECEMBER 29 

INTERCESSORY PRAYER – 10 AM 
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From our families to yours, may you have a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.  

May the Christ in Christmas always be close to your heart and serve to remind us 

that Christ Jesus is the gift who keeps giving for all eternity. 

-The staff at Centreville United Methodist Church 
 

 
 

 Sunday Worship:      8:40am Contemporary    11am Traditional             _ 
 
 
 

Centreville United Methodist Church 

608 Church Hill Rd. 

Centreville, MD  21619 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED  

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
Once in our world, a stable had something 
in it that was bigger than our whole world. 
 -C.S. Lewis 
 


