
CENTREVILLE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH  JUNE 2020  

The Messenger - Page  1 

The Messenger 
Our Mission Is To Make Disciples For Jesus Christ  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

WHEN GOD CALLS 
By Pastor Larry Hanifee 

 

By faith Abraham when called to go to a place he 
would later receive as his inheritance, obeyed, and 
went, even though he did not know where he was 
going.  Those words come from Hebrews 11:8. 

I can imagine how Abraham felt when his direct line to 
God directed him to pick up everything and move to a 
foreign land where he did not know the language or its 
people.  There was no time to question the command 
of God.  There was not a choice.  When God calls you 
go.   

Imagine, if you will, receiving a phone call from 
someone that says I’ve got this place I want you to go.  
I think you are the person to send.  You may not know 
the people, but they are in need of your 
encouragement and healing words. 

That’s the call we often get when we enter the itinerant 
ministry.  It often comes when you least expect it and 
with caller ID you don’t always want to answer it.  
That’s how I came to be your pastor.  Content in my 
third retirement the call came out of the blue—not via 
the phone, but face-to-face from the District 
Superintendent.  The language was not unlike the 
words in the previous paragraph.   

The one option you have as a retired pastor is that you 
can say no and get away with it.  In fact, I did initially 
say no—twice in fact.  But if you know Elmer Davis, he 
is persistent.  So, I finally agreed to take the 30-minute 
journey to the foreign land of Centreville UMC and 
become the interim Senior Pastor for 6 months. 

My wife and I have not regretted for one moment this 
journey with you.  We came into a church with some 
troubles who needed encouragement and healing.  We 
have tried to provide that through the love that Christ 
shares through us.  We have been blessed by this 
journey with you, although it has presented you and us 
with several challenges during this pandemic.  But you 
have persevered and loved us unconditionally.   

I have come to understand after several years in 
ministry in the United Methodist Church that there are  

OUTREACH: 
Reaching out into our Community to make a difference. 

By Larisa Thomas 
240-994-5042, larisa97thomas@atlanticbb.net 

Upcoming Outreach Opportunities 

for Our Congregation:   

June 3 8:30-12 Food Pantry: Scheduling Volunteers 

RSVP 

June 19 2:30-7:30 Food Drop Pantry: Scheduling 

Volunteers in shifts RSVP 

Food Pantry Still Operating Via Drive 

Thru 

We are still operating via the Drive Thru system in 
June. Volunteers will be needed to help run it. We 
utilize face masks and do not come in direct 
contact with our clients.  If you are interested and 
able to volunteer, please RSVP.  

The Wednesday Food Pantry served 33 
households and 90 individuals. Thanks to the 
generous donations from our congregants for 
enabling us to supply each household with a 
wagonful of food. The Friday Maryland Food Drop 
served 124 families, reaching 364 individuals. We 
did have the National Guardsmen for the last 
time, and they were a huge help.  

Donations Needed: We are short on are cereal 
boxes, canned proteins, peanut butter, jelly, side 
dish items, spaghetti sauce. Thank you for your 
support!   
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times when God uproots us from what is safe and 
familiar and comfortable to just follow his lead.  
Through it all he is just calling us to act, in faith, and to 
trust him enough to take care of the details.  That trust 
in going where he leads has led us to you.  Though our 
time has been short, Peggy and I will never forget how 
you received us with open arms and demonstrated the 
love of Christ for these 6 months.  You have blessed 
us more you will ever know, and I am sure our paths 
will cross again. 

As a family of God, you have faced many challenges 
over the past few years, but God has seen you through 
those troubles. It is time to move forward in your 
ministry in this community.  You are in a position to 
focus your ministry outward beyond these walls 
instead of inward as you have been forced to do in 
recent months.   

As I journey into retirement, once again, Peggy and I 
wish you nothing but love and kindness and blessings 
as you greet your new Senior Pastor, Rev. Karen 
Handy.  

Your brother in Christ 

Pastor Larry   

 

VBS UPDATE 
By Jodi Bortz, VBS Director 

 

Vacation Bible School is one of our most important 

youth outreach opportunities each year, and so it is 

with a heavy heart that I announce we will not be 

holding VBS this year.  The District Office has 

recommended that in light of the current situation all in-

person youth gatherings be suspended, and our 

church will be following that guidance. 

We will sorely miss hearing the sounds of laughter and 

singing that have filled our church as your youngest 

members grow in their relationship with Christ.  Rest 

assured, VBS will be back and better than ever when it 

is safe to do so.   

T R U S T E E S  C O R N E R  

Please take a moment to see the new fire pit behind 

the parsonage done as an Eagle Scout project by JB 

Richtol. 

Currently In Process:  

• Plans have been made to remove narthex “in 

roof” rain gutters and replace with new gutters 

to prevent trim rot and icy sidewalks. 

• Plans have been made to remove and 

replace some rotten wood around the base of 

the steeple. 

• A new security panel system will be installed 

in the Education Wing. 

• Hands free hand sanitizer stations will be 

purchased when the equipment becomes 

available. 

• Replace the cross out front which broke off 

from a windstorm. 

• Basement door to be repaired. 

• Mulch and rose bushes  

Many THANKS for our church members generosity in 

taking care of these items for us!   

Old Wish List items: 

• Parking lot lines will be repainted this 

summer. 

• Replaced light fixture in Memorial Garden. 

• Panic security button to be installed in church 

offices. 

New Wish List Items: 

• New desk and chairs for the Senior Pastor. 

• Two new round tables for the Fellowship Hall. 

• Two new food rolling shelves for pantry 

ministry.   

   

WHEN GOD CALLS … continued from page 1 
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Administrative Council: 

Jerry Thomas 

 

Staff Parish Relations: 

Tom Scull 

 

Trustee Chairman: 

Henry Covington, Jr. 

 

Lay Leader: 

Will Covington 

 

Finance Chairman: 

Todd Turner 

 

CLERGY 

 
Rev. Larry Hanifee 

Interim Senior Pastor 

lhanifee@centreville-umc.com 

 

 
Robyn Brown 

Associate Pastor 

rbrown@centreville-umc.com 

 

 
Rudy Draper 

Associate Pastor 

Sower Ministry 

rdraper@centreville-umc.com 

 

  

Newsletter Ideas & Article Submissions should be sent to Doug Witt, Newsletter 

Editor at dwitt@centreville-umc.com 

CONNECT WITH US…  Due to the COVID 19 

pandemic, our offices remain closed.  However, as we begin Phase 

I of the reopening process, we will cautiously and safely work to 

reopen our church building.  Starting in June, the offices will open 

for a limited number of hours per day.  Please feel free to call or 

email the office with any requests, questions, or concerns.   

 

Drive-in Church …  CUMC had our 1st drive-in church 

service on May 24th!  It was so good to see live people in worship. 

As might be expected, we had a few glitches and have made some 

changes in order to make a more enjoyable service for those in 

physical attendance as well as those watching from home.  Thank 

you for your patience in this process.  

 

We will continue to have Drive-In Church on Sunday’s at 10 AM 

until we feel we can safely move services inside the building.   In 

addition to parking and staying in your vehicles, we will now have 

BYOC (Bring Your Own Chair).   A few rows will be reserved in 

the front for those wishing to sit in their own chairs.   Please adhere 

to the physical distancing requirements and wear your mask.   The 

church building will not be accessible, nor will the restrooms.   

 

Online Worship …   We will continue to live stream our 

services throughout this pandemic and for the foreseeable future!   

We have found we are reaching more people through live 

streaming including the unchurched and our shut-ins.  Tune in at 

10 AM via our website  www.centreville-umc.com , Facebook, or 

YouTube.  

 

Church Email 

office@centreville-umc.com 

    
 

Pastor Robyn’s last day as our Associate Pastor 

is June 21st. 

 

Please drop them a note to wish them well! 

Pastor Larry’s last day as our 

Interim Senior Pastor is June 30th. 

http://www.centreville-umc.com/
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 Sunday Worship:    8:40am Contemporary 11am Traditional         5:30 The Sower (Small group followed by Worship)__ 
 

Centreville United Methodist Church 

608 Church Hill Rd. 

Centreville, MD  21619 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED  

 
 

 
 

 

 

J U N E  20 20  C A L E N D A R  O F  

E V E N T S  

 

JUNE 3 

DRIVE TRHU FOOD PANTRY 

10:00 AM -12:00 PM 

JUNE 19 

DRIVE THRU FOOD DROP PANTRY 

5:30 PM – 7:00 PM 

JUNE 21 

FATHER’S DAY 

JUNE 22-26 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL – CANCELLED 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

He will cover you with His feathers and under 

His wings you will find refuge.  Psalm 91:4 

 


