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STAYING THE COURSE 
Pastor Larry Hanifee 

 

What a year 2020 has been for Centreville UMC!  You 

have been challenged with pastoral changes, a 

pandemic, and a new way of worshiping and doing 

church as we are accustomed. It began in January with 

my appointment as your interim Senior Pastor. I hardly 

got to put a name to a face, and we had to stop 

worshiping together.  So, I can only communicate via 

some form of technology, virtual video conferencing, 

teleconferencing, or daily words of encouragement via 

email. 

Then came the announcement that a new Senior 

Pastor, Rev. Karen Handy, was appointed beginning 

on July 1st.  And just last week came the 

announcement that our Associate Pastor, Rev. Robyn 

Brown, has accepted an appointment at the Worton-

Fairlee Charge in Kent County.  Pastor Robyn will 

continue in the capacity as our visitation pastor for the 

coming year. 

These changes can bring turmoil and chaos, but as 

Christians we have learned to persevere through the 

good times and the not so good times.  I have been 

with you long enough to know that you are a faithful 

congregation that can adapt to change.  You can and 

will stay the course. 

To stay the course means to persevere in the face of 

whatever challenges we may encounter.  I am 

reminded of the story of Joshua who had to lead the 

Hebrew people into the promised land after the death 

of Moses. He had big sandals to fill.  Three times in the 

opening chapter of the book of Joshua God tells 

Joshua to be strong and courageous.  God affirms to 

Joshua that he will be with him; he will never leave nor 

forsake him.  Finally, in verse 9, God says to Joshua:  

“Be strong and courageous.  Do not be terrified; do not 

OUTREACH: 
Reaching out into our Community to make a difference. 

Larisa Thomas 
240-994-5042, larisa97thomas@atlanticbb.net 

Upcoming Outreach Opportunities 

for Our Congregation:   

May 6th     Food Pantry  8:30am - noon 

May 9th     Roadside Cleanup cancelled 

May 15th   Food Drop Pantry 5:30 – 7:00pm  

April Food Pantry Staffed by National 

Guard 

The Maryland Food Pantry on April 17th was made 

easier with a little help from the National Guard.  We 

were assigned 18 National Guardsmen, who provided 

the volunteer power to run the Drive Thru Food Pantry.  

We were able to serve 127 families, reaching 375 

individuals.  Each family received a wagonful of food. 

 

continued on page 2 

continued on page 3 
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be discouraged for the Lord your God will be with you 

wherever you go.”  

Change is a part of life, even for churches, especially 

the United Methodist Church.  Itineracy is an 

expectation among its clergy and laity.  However, the 

changes for CUMC have been frequent and beyond 

the normal.  My words to you are to stay the course.  

Stability will come.  We will once again be worshiping 

together in our sanctuary.  Sunday School and 

committee meetings, bible studies, and other ministries 

will return to normal. 

When I first arrived in January, I felt that God had 

called me to encourage and heal your suffering and 

turmoil. We were doing a good job of that when this 

pandemic arrived.  I still see that as my goal in 

preparation for July 1.  That is one reason why I 

continue to send you daily words of encouragement 

during this pandemic.  I will continue to minister to you 

as we stay the course together.   

Let me close with these words from Psalm 119 taken 

from the Message: 

“You’re blessed when you stay the course, walking 

steadily on the road revealed by God (Ps. 119:1) 

“God, teach me lessons for living so I can stay the 

course.  

 Give me insight, so I can do what you tell me…” (Ps. 

119:33-34a) 

My prayer is that you stay the course, stay safe, and 

stay blessed.  

 Pastor Larry    

 

A Letter from our Associate 
Pastor… 
Dear Church, 

It is with much love and gratitude that I write this letter. 

As I’m sure you have recently heard, as of July 1st I will 

begin a new season in ministry. I will be serving as the 

pastor at two wonderful churches in Kent County – 

Salem UMC (in Fairlee) and St. James UMC (in 

Worton). This was a very unexpected opportunity, yet I 

am excited about this new chapter and feel that God is 

calling me to rise to the challenge. 

Having said that, I am so grateful I will be able to stay 

on board part-time at CUMC and continue the 

visitations that have become not just something I do, 

but a part of who I am. Thank you to the SPRC and 

Finance Committees for affirming that God has still 

called me to be a part of CUMC and to continue this 

very important ministry at our church.  I first began 

visitations over ten years ago.  Back then, my sole 

aspiration was to spend a little time with people who 

might need some company. Those visitations quickly 

grew into a passion for me, and then a calling.  As I 

said, it has become a part of who I am. The many 

people I have spent time with over the last decade 

have changed me. They have taught me what it means 

to live a life of faith, regardless of hardships or 

circumstances. And they have taught me what it 

means to love unconditionally and to find joy even in 

the smallest of things. As I write this, I can see all of 

their faces like it was only yesterday. Without a doubt, I 

have been far more blessed by those individuals than I 

could ever have blessed any of them. At times my 

ministry has been challenging, and I have had to say a 

lot of goodbyes over that time. But I learned early on in 

my visitations that it’s not about the quantity of time 

you have with someone, it’s about the quality. God put 

me in each person’s life at that particular time for a 

reason, and I am blessed to have called them all my 

friends.  That is why I am so thankful to be able to 

continue those visitations.  

Come July 1 there will be several changes concerning 

my ministry at CUMC.  I will no longer maintain an 

office at the church, and I will not be at Sunday 

morning worship since I will be leading Salem & St. 

James each week.  But one thing won’t change. I will 

still be reaching out to and spending quality time with 

the many people of our church who I have been 

visiting, some of them for years. And I will welcome the 

opportunity to visit new people as well.  I always tell 

them, once I start coming around it’s hard to get rid of 

me! 

My last day at the church will be Sunday June 21st. I 

plan to attend both worship services that morning, and 

then I am going to take vacation time from June 22-30 

as I prepare for the transition. I am excited, humbled, 

and even a bit nervous (in a good way) about this new  

Staying the Course … continued from page 1 

continued on page 3 
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T R U S T E E S  C O R N E R  

Our wish list would still include money to repaint the parking 

lot lines.  We are also in need of replacing a faulty fire alarm 

control panel as well as adding a security duress system for 

church employees.  If interested in helping with any of these 

needs, please call Henry Covington, Jr. at 410-310-2745. 

May 2nd -  Church Weed & Mulch (RSVP to attend)  

Jerry & Larisa Thomas will be hosting a church cleanup for 

10 individuals total on May 2nd at 9am.  Some of the areas 

have been taken care of, and we will just be putting on the 

finishing touches.  We do ask that you bring your face mask.  

If you are available to help for 2 hours, call/text Larisa at 

240-994-5042.  

 

_____________________________________________________ 

          

The Drive Thru Food Pantry being held on May 6th will 

require a limited number of volunteers:  10 inside and 

6 outside.  We are taking seriously the safety of our 

volunteers.  We are promoting Social Distancing and 

require gloves and masks to be worn at all times.  If 

you are feeling healthy and are interested, please 

contact Larisa Thomas. 

Donations Needed:  Donations we are short 

on are cereal boxes, peanut butter, jelly, side dish 

items, spaghetti sauce, granola bars or healthy 

snacks. 

Help Needed:  On an ongoing basis, we can use 

more help!  Service hours apply for youth.  We are 

specifically looking for: 

• Person to take charge of food pantry community 

donations pickup and sorting.  Daytime availability 

needed.  We get incoming supplies probably once 

a month. 

• Set Up Help for Table Set up on 3rd Thursday night 

6-8pm or 3rd Friday at 1pm. 

• Food Nutrition Education Team:  Volunteers 

needed to help prepare and serve healthy sample 

recipes. 

• Third Friday Volunteers starting in May.  Help with 

the food from 2:30-5 pm or 4:30-7:30 pm shifts. 

(Sign up link is on CUMC Website, Serve Tab, 

Link under Food Pantry, although if full we love 

people to drop in when you can as signups don’t 

cover all positions.   

Road Clean Up:  Although the CUMC Road 

Clean-up is cancelled (look for rescheduled date), 

Earth Day was on April 22nd.  If every family picks up a 

small bag of trash on their walks or outings, we could 

make a huge impact for our earth while maintaining 

social distancing!   

Outreach…  continued from page 1 

chapter in my life. You have all been so 

wonderfully supportive as you have watched me 

grow in my faith and commit my life to Christ as an 

ordained Deacon in The United Methodist Church. 

Thank you, from the bottom of my heart, for your 

unfailing love and encouragement through the 

good times and the challenging times. Thank you 

for your prayers and fellowship. And thank you for 

showing me what a loving church family looks like. 

I am forever grateful.  I promise, I’ll still be around 

and will look forward to this new chapter at CUMC. 

It has been my privilege to serve you since 2014 

as your Associate Pastor. 

With Love in Christ ~ Robyn    

 

A letter from our Associate Pastor…continued from page 2 
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Administrative Council: 

Jerry Thomas 

 

Staff Parish Relations: 

Tom Scull 

 

Trustee Chairman: 

Henry Covington, Jr. 

 

Lay Leader: 

Will Covington 

 

Finance Chairman: 

Todd Turner 

 

CLERGY 

 
Rev. Larry Hanifee 

Interim Senior Pastor 

lhanifee@centreville-umc.com 

 

 
Robyn Brown 

Associate Pastor 

rbrown@centreville-umc.com 

 

 
Rudy Draper 

Pastor of Youth & Young Adults 

rdraper@centreville-umc.com 

 

ADMINISTRATIVE 
CHAIRPERSONS 

  

 

  BACKPACKS FOR KIDS 
By Kim Starkey 

The total number of children served by the Backpacks program in QAC 

was 915 as of last Friday (up from 439 pre-COVID-19). It’s a challenging 

time for everyone and not surprisingly, the number of food insecure 

children has steadily risen as more and more families struggle to make 

ends meet. There are many individuals throughout the county helping to 

secure large bulk food purchases which have been dispersed to area 

churches assisting with the Backpacks programs. In addition, CUMC is 

continuing to receive donations dropped off in the tubs labeled 

BACKPACKS at the back doors of the church. With all the contributions 

we have been receiving, CUMC Backpacks for Kids has been able to 

successfully meet the needs of 60 children each week. It’s hard to predict 

how long the virus-related restrictions will be in place, but we can be 

certain that the need for food assistance is not going to diminish quickly. 

The Backpacks for Kids Outreach is grateful for all the donations we are 

receiving to help feed these children on weekends and the assistance 

provided by QAC school system in distributing the bags. If you would like 

to help contribute, currently our needs are: chunk chicken in a can, 

squeezable jelly, soups, Hunt’s pasta sauce in can and spaghetti 

noodles. Items can be dropped off at CUMC back door in the tubs labeled 

“BACKPACKS”. If you know of a family with children in need of food 

assistance, please contact:  starkeykimberly@yahoo.com or call (410)490-

0052. Continue to pray for these children and their families. Stay safe & 

stay healthy!   

 

Newsletter Ideas & Article Submissions should be sent to Doug Witt, 

Newsletter Editor at dwitt@centreville-umc.com 

CONNECT WITH US…Due to the COVID 19 

pandemic, our offices are closed.  However, we are still here for 

you!  You may call or email the office with any requests, 

questions, or concerns.   

 

Worship Services Online!  You can live stream our 

worship services at 9:00 am every Sunday morning.  Visit 

www.centreville-umc.com/live or join us on Facebook.  The 

service will also be posted on YouTube. 

 

Check your email for Pastor Larry’s “Daily Words of 

Encouragement”.  Not getting these emails?  Please let the office 

know so we can update our records.  Contact Shelly at 

office@centreville-umc.com   

Church Email 

office@centreville-umc.com 

mailto:rdraper@centreville-umc.com
mailto:starkeykimberly@yahoo.com
http://www.centreville-umc.com/live
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Greetings everyone!  I know we are ready to return to “normal” but I would 
like you to consider how blessed we truly are in the midst of this pandemic.  Just one of the 
many blessings that we can count is the ability to turn on the tap and out comes water.  We 
are so blessed to have clean water to drink, cook with, wash with and bathe with!!   
 
Areas in the Congo have not always been so fortunate but…through efforts supported by 
local churches, water is becoming available. As some of you may remember, now retired, 
Reverend Jonathan Baker and his wife, Donna, visited our church sharing with us the vision 
of the Fresh Water Initiative. 
 
As of March, seven new wells have been drilled in the remote villages of Tshumbe and 
Wembo Nyama in the Central Congo. This work can only be accomplished through the 
support of many churches like ours. Centreville United Methodist Church continues our 
covenant relationship to support the Fresh Water Initiative of the Central Congo Partnership. 
Our contribution is $2500 annually. All monies go to the project. 
 
Please prayerfully consider a donation and blessing others with clean, fresh water. If you 
would like more information visit www.Congo-mission.org. Make checks payable to CUMC 
and designate Congo Partnership- Fresh Water in the memo line. Many, many thanks! 
 
In His Service, 
 
Beth Covington 

WATER IS LIFE!!! 
By Beth Covington  
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Sunday Worship:  8:40am Contemporary 11am Traditional  5:30 The Sower (Small group followed by Worship) 
 

Centreville United Methodist Church 

608 Church Hill Rd. 

Centreville, MD  21619 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED  

 
 

 
 

 

 

M A Y  2 0 20  C A L E N D A R  O F  E V E N T S  

 

MAY 2 

WEED & MULCH 

9AM 

MAY 6 

DRIVE TRHU FOOD PANTRY 

10:00 AM -12:00 PM 

MAY 10 

MOTHER’S DAY 

MAY 15 

DRIVE THRU FOOD DROP PANTRY 

5:30 PM – 7:00 PM 

May 25 

MEMORIAL DAY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

He will cover you with His feathers and under 

His wings you will find refuge.  Psalm 91:4 

 


