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THE MESSENGER 
Don’t Give Up! 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

AROUND THE Church 

Youth Rally 2020 

Have you ever felt like just giving up?  I recently read a book 
by one of my favorite Christian authors, Kyle Idleman, on that 
very topic.  In it he says the following: 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We’ve all been there.  Our faith is tested on a daily basis.  We 
all struggle with disappointment, discouragement, pain, and 
suffering.  But as the writer of Hebrews reminds us, we have 
a host of witnesses who have gone before and set the 
example of persevering in the faith.  Biblical personalities like 
Abraham, Moses, David, Peter, Paul and a great many others 
often faced challenges, often much greater than the ones we 
ever dreamed of facing.  The key to getting beyond the 
challenges of life that we encounter is to keep the faith and 
focus on Jesus.   
 
Hebrews 12:1-3 encourages us to throw off everything that 
hinders us and the sin that easily entangles.  We are to run 
the race with perseverance, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the 
pioneer and perfecter of faith.  God’s Word tells us we are to 
keep the faith—to hang in there during the tough times.  As 
Jim Valvano, former basketball coach at North Carolina State 
University, once said in his last public speech before 
succumbing to cancer: “Don’t Give Up, Don’t Ever Give Up!” 
 
Our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, doesn’t give up on us, ever.  
So, too, we need to keep the faith and persevere in times of 
trial.  We know the end of the story and all our hope, all our 
faith should be focused on Jesus.  Let us not lose perspective.  
Like the cloud of witnesses who have gone on before us, we 
know that Jesus leads us through the valleys of darkness to 
the brightness of the mountain tops. 

continued next page 

“In the midst of difficult situations and painful 
circumstances, we often lose faith because we lose 
perspective.  All we see is our immediate hurt.  It 
seems immense at the time.  Yet, a little perspective 
can change everything.”   

(Kyle Idleman, Don’t Give Up, 2019) 
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I encourage you this month to 
keep the faith, to place all your 
hope in Jesus.  Don’t give up.  It’s 
easy to give up, but the reward 
just isn’t as great when you do.  
 

Pastor Larry Hanifee 
 

 

Don’t Give Up … 

Valentines Dinner  
sponsored by the United Methodist Men 

 

February 11th 
6:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall 

 
Dinner will be catered by Susie’s Kitchen.   

Menu will include:   
Baked Chicken, Roast beef and sides, and much 

more!  Also, Susie’s fantastic desserts!   
 

Erin Grier will provide music.    
 

The cost is $20 per person.  Sign-up sheets are 
available at all services in the Narthex.  

Payment is due upon sign-up please.   
 

Childcare will be provided. 
 

 
 
We will be updating the bricks in our Memorial Garden this 
summer. If you would like to purchase a brick for a loved one, we 
are taking orders from February through April.  Order forms can 
be found in the Narthex wall display, or you can contact the 
church office for one.  All details (cost, formatting of bricks, etc.) 
are included on the order form. 

Memorial Garden 

Bricks 

The Sunday school 

program needs co-

teachers.  If you are feeling 

led to volunteer please 

contact Kim Parkerson at 

kimkeith@atlanticbb.net or 

410-758-2381 

Note from the Trustees: 

 

The Trustees are currently 

cleaning and painting the 

basement area below the 

sanctuary.  The space will 

be used by the youth and 

Pastor Rudy. 

 

We will be setting a date 

for spring cleanup prior to 

Easter.  We welcome anyone 

who would like to help for a 

few hours on a Saturday 

morning. 

 

We have ordered new 

parking lot signs and should 

be in place by mid-February. 

mailto:kimkeith@atlanticbb.net
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Did you know? 
➢ The Sower Worship service isn’t just a “youth service, “it’s a place 

where young and old can come together and praise the Lord! 
➢ The Sower Ministry has two primary objectives in doing mission 

inside and outside of our church.  Evangelism and Church 
Renewal.  We want to share the good news of Jesus Christ with the 
lost and encourage growth in disciples everywhere. 

➢ The Sower Worship band is a mix of Adults and Students. We 
have 2-4 amazing High School Students in the band each week! 

➢ The Sower has a team available to visit other churches for revivals 
and other worship experiences.  Not just in the church, but in 
community areas like parks! 

The music is loud, the speaker is compelling, the Gospel is shared in a way that kids 
understand.  Hundreds of Middle and High School Students approach the stage, with their 
Youth Pastors, and make the decision to accept Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior…but it 
can’t stop there. John 3:16 (NIV) says “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only 
Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish, but have eternal life.” The Greek word, 
rendered “believes” in English, is pisteuo, and it goes a little deeper than just a simple “belief.” 
Pisteuo is to believe in, place faith in, or trust in… The verse may also be translated “that 
everyone trusting in him will not be destroyed but have eternal life.” At Youth Rally, many kids 
responded to the Gospel and chose to believe that God sent His Son, Jesus Christ, to die for 
their sin; but now they face the challenge of not just believing but trusting in Christ. Trusting 
Jesus with their hurts, their burdens, their challenges, their fears, their plans, with their whole 
lives. The Church gets to help this process happen in their lives. We get to trust Jesus to guide 
us through the Holy Spirit to disciple others. What a blessing, a joy divine, to trust in Jesus with 
all that we have. Are you trusting in Him? 
 
Pastor Rudy Draper   
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 Administrative 

Chairpersons 

Administrative Council: 
Jerry Thomas 

 

Staff Parish Relations: 
Tom Scull 

 

Trustees: 
Henry Covington Jr. 

 
Lay Leader: 

Will Covington 
 

Finance: 
Todd Turner 

 

 
 

Larry Hanifee 
Interim Senior Pastor 

lhanifee@centreville-umc.com 

Robyn Brown 
Associate Pastor 

rbrown@centreville-umc.com 

CLERGY 

Rudy Draper 
Pastor of Youth & Young Adults 

rdraper@centreville-umc.com 

Newsletter Ideas & Article Submissions should be sent to Doug Witt, 
Newsletter Editor at dwitt@centreville-umc.com. 

Church Email 
office@centreville-umc.com 

Let's Sing! 

Centreville UMC choir is always open to new members. No 
prior experience is needed. Rehearsals are on Thursday 
evenings, 6-7 p.m. It's okay if you can't sing every week. We 
will work with your schedule.  
 
Please contact Jodi Bortz at jbortz@centreville-umc.com or 
410-849-9862 for more information. 
 

 

SERVING at CUMC 
Thank you to the following people who have 
stepped into leadership roles beginning in 
2020: 
Will Covington – Lay Leader 
Jerry Thomas – Administrative Council Chair 
Tom Scull – SPRC Chair 
Dukes Meeks – United Methodist Men 
President 
Beth Covington – Head of Altar Guild 
Fran Comegys – Head Usher (8:40 service) 
Will Covington & Gaye Baker – Lay Servants 
 
We are currently in need of help in the 
following areas. If you are interested and 
willing to serve, please contact the church 
office: 
 
Sunday school teachers 
Head Usher (11:00 service) 
Acolyte Coordinator 
 

mailto:jbortz@centreville-umc.com
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Outreach:  
Reaching out into our Community to make a difference  
By Larisa Thomas h410-758-2144/c240-994-5042 
 
Upcoming Outreach Opportunities For Our Congregation:   
Feb. 14-18 6 PM-12 Shelter Volunteers Needed Staff and Dinners 
Feb. 21 2:30-7:30 Food Drop Pantry 
March 8-12 6 PM-12 Shelter Volunteers Needed Staff and Dinners 
March 14 6:30 PM Church Fellowship Game Night 
March 20 2:30-7:30 Food Drop Pantry 
April 7 6 PM Outreach Meeting 
 

Looking for Last Volunteers for February and March Shelter – Come try it! 

Its CUMC’s turn to staff and provide dinner at KIUMC from 6 pm till midnight. 
Irv and Vicki Kohne step up every month to fill unwanted spots (picture right). 
Let them tell you how easy it is to serve! We have most of the slots available 
from February 14-18 and March 8-12. You can either sign up through a link on 
our CUMC website under ‘Serve’ tab via SignUp Genius, on the Welcome 
Table, or call Larisa and she will gladly do it for you.  

For those who are not sure what this entails, here is a brief synopsis (feel free 
to contact Larisa for more information). We need 2 volunteers for the 6PM to 
midnight shift for each night. The main part of this job is just hanging out and 
making sure there aren’t any emergencies, as the shelter runs itself. If there 
is a problem, you just call in the Haven Ministries contact. It is a great time to 
catch up on your reading, or you can jump in on a game of Mexican Train 
Dominoes with the Guests. Many of our retired friends find this a great way to 
serve others. Dinner is provided by a member of our church, who will cook and 
serve a meal for 10 to 20 people staying at the shelter. It does not have to 
fancy; in fact, plain home cooking is great! Come give it a try! You can also 
partner with Larisa or one of our fabulous returning volunteers. 

 

We helped 2,389 in 2019! Come Serve with CUMC Food Pantry 

I added up the total number of people helped last year with our food pantry, and it was 2,389 individuals! To me that is 
mind boggling the amount of people receiving help through our church just through the food pantry. Thank you to those 
who have stepped up to make this possible with monthly help, but we could use more! Service hours apply for youth. For 
the third Friday Pantry we always look for volunteers from 2:30-5 PM, 4:30-7:30, or whole time. Sign Up Link is on CUMC 
Website, Serve Tab, Link under Food Pantry, although if full we love people to drop in when you can (sign ups don’t cover 
all the positions). We are looking for: 

• Person to take charge of food pantry community donations pick up and sorting. Daytime availability needed. 
We get incoming supplies probably once a month. Could be mom and middle age children or retired friends.  

• Truck Team to recycle cardboard after Friday pantries. Pick up at 7 PM on third Fridays and take to the recycling.  

• Set Up Help for Table Set Up Thursday night 6 or 8 PM or Friday 1 PM 

• Food Nutrition Education Team: volunteers needed to help prepare and serve healthy sample recipes. 

• Third Friday 2:30-5 and 4:30-7:30 Shifts 
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   Shrove Tuesday Pancake Dinner 

A church sponsored function 

 

 

February 25th 

5:30 – 7:00 PM 

Fellowship Hall 

 

Come and Enjoy fellowship and a Pancake Dinner! 

 

 

Donations Appreciated! 

 

VBS 2020 

It may be cold outside now, but summer will be here 

before you know it. We're hoping to make this year's 

Vacation Bible School the best one yet, and we need 

help to make that happen. This year, we're starting a 

planning group to help with organizing and publicity. 

This year's VBS theme is "Rocky Railway" and 

promises to be a fun time for all.   Please contact Jodi 

Bortz at jbortz@centreville-umc.com or 410-849-9862 

to join in on the fun! 

 

 
 INCLEMENT WEATHER POLICY 

 
In the event of inclement weather on the day of a bible study or church service, please 
contact the church office at 410-758-0868 or visit our website at www.centreville-
umc.com to determine any church closings.  This will be solely a church decision and 
not necessarily based upon the public-school system.   
 
Any decisions will be made on a case-by-case basis and it will apply to all groups 
meeting at the church, whether church-related or not.  The church building could be 
closed for an entire day or part of a day depending upon weather conditions.  Any 
specific information will be provided in a recorded voicemail or on the website.  As 
always, if you don’t feel comfortable going out, please use your best judgment.  Thank 
you. 
 

mailto:jbortz@centreville-umc.com
http://www.centreville-umc.com/
http://www.centreville-umc.com/
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Methodist Women News -  

 

The Methodist Women’s group is open to all women of the church.  We welcome you to join us for 

fellowship and to help with our projects.  Our meetings are usually held on the 2nd Tuesday of each month at 

1:00 PM in the red room of the Education Wing.  Watch for changes in the bulletin or newsletter. 

 

Some of our projects are:  

• Sending cards to those who are ill, suffered a loss, a joy, etc. 

• Sewing for the migrants, the shelter and Corsica Hills each Monday morning. 

• Funeral receptions 

• Bake sales for scholarships for our graduating seniors. 

 

Currently we are helping a 50-year-old stroke victim who resides at Corsica Hills.  She has little money or 

family.  We have designated money for her for each month to have her hair done and her nails done from our 

funds.   

 

Upcoming: 

Our next meeting is February 11 @ noon.  Meet us in the red room with willing hands!  Bring a sandwich and 

we will provide the drinks and cookies!  Kim Couch will come to teach us how to make children’s blankets as 

part of the “Linus” project.  These blankets go to sick children in the hospital and to children in situations of 

trauma.  If you can tie, cut, knit, crochet, etc., you can help.  Please come to fellowship and help with this 

wonderful love gift for our dear little ones. 

 

Ribbons Needed:  Our bears need new ribbons.  If you have any ribbons you don’t need, please donate to our 

Bear Ministry so we can make nice bows for them.  Ribbons should be cloth and not more than 2 inches wide 

or less than ¼ inch.  Thank you so much! 

 

SAVE THE DATE:  May 9th.  We will be having an elegant tea in the Fellowship Hall for Mother’s Day.  

Mark your calendars.  It will be a very special day.  More details to come.   

The CUMC Methodist Men announce the  
Ed Parry Scholarship program for 2020! 

 
The EPS program assists active CUMC members, 
graduating from high school, in pursuing post-high 
school education.  An information meeting is 
planned for April 19, 2020 at 5:00 PM.  Students, 
parents, and interested individuals are encouraged 
to attend – program applications and supporting 
materials will be distributed at that time… 
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                       THANK YOU 

Centreville United Methodist church 

608 Church Hill Rd. 

Centreville, Maryland 21617 

Centreville United Methodist Church                    www.centreville-umc.com 
Sunday Worship:   8:40am Contemporary   11am Traditional    5:30 The Sower (Small Group followed by Worship)  

February At-A-Glance 
www.centreville-umc.com 

02/03 “The Walk” Bible Study  1:00 PM & 7:00 PM 
 Trustee Meeting  6:30 PM 
02/04 Prayer Team   10:00 AM 
 Admin Council   6:30 PM 
02/05 Food Pantry   10AM – 12PM 
 Sower “Hangout”  6:00 PM 
02/07 Lay Servant Basic Course 6:00 PM 
02/08 Lay Servant Basic Course 10:00 AM 
02/10 “The Walk” Bible Study  1:00 PM & 7:00 PM 
02/11 Prayer Team   10:00 AM 
 Valentines Dinner  5:00 PM 
02/12 Sower “Hangout”  6:00 PM 
02/13 Fallen Heroes Ceremony 7:00 PM 
02/17 “The Walk” Bible Study  1:00 PM & 7:00 PM 
02/18 Prayer Team   10:00 AM 
02/19 Sower “Hangout”  6:00 PM 
02/21 Food Bank   5:30 PM–7:30 PM 
02/24 “The Walk” Bible Study  1:00 PM & 7:00 PM 
02/25 Pancake Supper   5:30 PM 
02/26 Ash Wednesday Service  7:00 PM 
02/29 Easton District Leadership 8:00 AM – 2:00 PM 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

A big thank you to those who donated Christmas 
items, toys, clothes, etc. for the night food pantry 
on December 20th. It was a huge success!  
Everything was given away except for four 
books. The recipients were so happy knowing 
they were having some decorations and gifts to 
give away. Your items were greatly appreciated! 
A big thanks to Lisa Walls for all her help to me 

in setting up and cleaning up this give away. If 

you should have any items you find that you no 
longer use, please save them for 2020. We do 
not want any junk. Good items that can be gifted 

and decorations that can be used. Thanks again.   
 
Many blessings to you in 2020, 
 Lynda Palmatary 
 

http://www.centreville-umc.com/

