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THE MESSENGER
New Season

AROUND THE Church

Lamentations 3:21-23 But this I call to mind, and
therefore I have hope: The steadfast love of the Lord
never ceases; his mercies never
come to an end; they are new
every morning; great is your
faithfulness.

Summer is drawing to a close
and a new season is upon us. I believe this is true not
only in regard to the current moment in time marked by
our calendars, but in the life of our church as well. This
year has been filled with challenges – but I have also
noticed new and hopeful signs emerging. There are
ministries that are really beginning to flourish, new
ministries preparing to launch, and potential
opportunities that we are just beginning to explore. We
have a great group of Ministry Team leaders who have
caught on to the mission of Centreville UMC “to go and
make disciples for the transformation of our community
and our world” and are coming up with some great
ideas to accomplish this. We have a new member class
starting that will include our “first wave” of disciples
coming out of our Sower Ministry. We have recently
added a Fall Confirmation Class due to demand. Our
outreach into our community continues to grow – both in
the number of people we are reaching and the number
of CUMC congregants engaged in being the hands and
feet of Christ.
Thanks to God’s provision and the efforts of our
trustees, our church building has undergone quite a bit
of improvement, including renovation of the fellowship
hall and our bathrooms (special thanks again to Willow
Construction for donating much of the labor costs). God
has blessed us with much, and He deserves our praise
and thanksgiving.
Several of you have shared with me that in your prayer
continued next page

Sower Ministry Karaoke night!

Phyllis and Greg belt out a
tune at Karaoke!

The Mullins Family Baptism!
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Dear Church,
Thanks to everyone who has asked us about our moving
process! Dan and I have enjoyed sharing updates with you,
and we are so thankful that we are now settled into our
home!
If you have the opportunity, we would love for you to stop
by for our Open House on Saturday, September 21st from
12:00-4:00 p.m. Our address is 704 Clabber Hill Road,
Church Hill. Keep in mind, our house sits back quite a bit so
you will not be able to see it from the road. Just look for our
mailbox, which is directly across from the driveway. Come,
spend a little time with us, and join us in celebrating this new
chapter in our lives! ~ Pastor Robyn

time, the Lord has impressed
upon you that we are going to
be entering into a season of
flourishing – and I have
received the same assurance
in my own prayers. Let us
continue to press forward and
remain steadfast in our
mission, all the while loving
one another and seeking
God’s face. Let’s Be the
Church. Amen.
Pastor Chris Pettit

Future Plans - Housing Assistance Program Update:
Haven Ministries, with the support of its executive board, church coalition, staff, business owners,
community agencies, and dedicated volunteers, is currently planning a long-term housing
program to be located in the Kent Island area. This long-term program will be funded by private
donations made directly to Haven Ministries and enable us to offer year round services in a
consistent stable environment for those experiencing housing insecurities. The program,
structured similar to that of a landlord-tenant relationship, will include a process for individuals
and families to apply for the program, pass a background check, and agree to work with a case
manager to transition into permanent housing. The goal of the Housing Assistance Program is to
offer comprehensive resources including education, job training, and employment opportunities to
give individuals and families the opportunity to stabilize, build up their resources, and
successfully move on to safe and affordable housing. More details will be coming soon.

The "Mama" Bears will meet on Thursday, September 12, at 9:30 in Fellowship Hall. Come
join us for a fun time as we prepare new bears for the bear ministry.
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Shop in Heaven’s Grocery Store
I was walking down life’s highway, a long time ago.
One day I saw a sign that read Heaven’s Grocery
Store.
As I got a little closer, the door came open wide,
And when I came to myself, I was standing inside.
I saw a host of angels; they were standing
everywhere,
And one ANGEL said, “My child, shop with care.”
Everything a Christian needed was in that grocery
store,
And all you couldn’t carry you could come back the
next day for more.
First, I got some PATIENCE, LOVE was in the same
row.
Further down was UNDERSTANDING, you need
that everywhere you go.
I got a box or two of WISDOM, a bag or two of
FAITH,
I just couldn’t miss the HOLY GHOST for He was all
over the place.
I stopped to get some STRENGTH and COURAGE to
help me run the race.
But then my basket was getting full, but I
remembered I needed some GRACE.
I didn’t forget SALVATION, for SALVATION that
was free.
So, I tried to get enough of that to save you and me.
Then I started to the counter to pay my grocery bill,
For I thought I had everything to do my Master’s
will.
As I went up the aisle, I saw PRAYER and just had to
put that in,
For I knew when I stepped outside, I would run right
into sin.
PEACE and JOY were plentiful, they were on the last
shelf,
SONG and PRAISES were hanging near, so I just
helped myself.

Then, I said to the Angel, “Now how much do I
owe?”
He just smiled and said, “just take them
everywhere you go.”
Again, I said, “How much do I really owe?”
He smiled again and said,
“MY CHILD, JESUS PAID YOUR BILL A LONG,
LONG TIME AGO.”

Almost 30 years ago, in Oct 1989, an
amazing substance abuse prevention
program launched in Centreville. The
town’s police chief at that time wanted to
combine Halloween, Red Ribbon Week,
and National Crime Prevention Month into
one community-based event. His
brainchild, “The Haunted Crack House
Project,” told the tale of Liz, a 16-year-old
entangled in the web of addiction.
After worldwide replications of the project
since 1989, we are bringing the incredible
presentation back to the community in
which it was created—for a 30th
anniversary edition centered on the current
opioid crisis.
Project will be presented October 24-26,
2019. Come be a part of this innovative
community project!
CASTING CALL
ALL ACTORS/ ACTRESSES
Tues, Sept 10, 2019
6:30-8 pm
(sign in at 6:30; auditions begin at 7 pm)
Kennard African American Cultural
Heritage Center
We need all prospective actors/actresses to
attend. Mary James, our artistic director,
will be using this opportunity to match
people with the multitude of parts we have
assembled. We'll have snacks and drinks at
this event. Facebook event link for this
event is as
follows: https://www.facebook.com/events
/2696807906996251/
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Meet our New Office
Manager!
We are thrilled to welcome Shelly
Illemszky to CUMC as our new Office
Manager. Shelly’s first day with us was
August 26, and she has hit the ground
running!
Born and raised in Alexandria, Virginia,
Shelly and her husband Gy (pronounced “Guy”) have been
married for 24 years and have lived on the Eastern Shore for
more than twenty years. They currently reside in Chester. Gy
owns and operates his own steel specialties business, SSI
Corp., which is based out of Centreville.
Shelly and Gy have nineteen-year-old triplets. Lukas works
for the family business; Makayla is a sophomore at St. Mary’s
College of Maryland; and Nikolas is a sophomore at Embry
Riddle Aeronautical University in Florida. In addition to
their three children, they have two dogs, Buster and Bella.
They are longtime members of Kent Island United Methodist
Church, where Gy is involved in Celebrate Recovery and
Shelly was a Sunday school teacher. In her spare time Shelly
enjoys spending time with family and being outdoors at the
beach or the pool.
Shelly’s email is office@centreville-umc.com.
hours are:

Her office

Mondays: 8:30-4:00 p.m.
Tuesdays – Thursdays: 9:00-4:30 p.m.
Fridays: 9:00-3:00 p.m.
(Office closed for lunch each day from noon-1 p.m.)
Please stop in one day, say hello, and welcome Shelly to our
church and our team!
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CORSICA HILLS PARTY!
I am excited to share that October
will mark one year of our weekly
Bible study at Corsica Hill Nursing
Home & Rehabilitation Center. It
has been a wonderful time of
forging bonds with the staff and
residents, getting into God’s word,
and growing in our faith. It has
been a HUGE blessing!
In light of the special anniversary,
we have an invitation to extend..
Please help us celebrate our Bible
Study! On Monday, October 7th at
10:30 a.m. we will be having a small
party during our Bible study at
Corsica in the dining room. Please
join us!!
Come, meet the residents, and
celebrate our ministry with them.
No need to bring anything, just
yourself! The more the merrier!!
~ Pastor Robyn
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Did you know?

The Best Version of You
by Pastor Rudy Draper
There is a personality test called "The
Enneagram" that has become a bit hit
recently. It helps people to better
understand characteristics about
themselves, and how these
characteristics might change when a
person is a "healthy" version of
themselves, as opposed to when they
are in a less healthy state.

 The Sower Worship service isn’t just a “youth service,
“it’s a place where young and old can come together
and praise the Lord!
 The Sower Ministry has two primary objectives in
doing mission inside and outside of our church.
Evangelism and Church Renewal. We want to share
the good news of Jesus Christ with the lost and
encourage growth in disciples everywhere.
 The Sower Worship band is a mix of Adults and
Students. We have 2-4 amazing High School Students
in the band each week!
 The Sower has a team available to visit other churches
for revivals and other worship experiences. Not just
in the church, but in community areas like parks!

As I had a discussion about the
Enneagram this week, I began to think
about who I was before Christ, and
how a relationship with Jesus has
changed my life. I have a long way to
go, but I know that the best version of
myself thus far has been in direct
correlation with being transformed by
the Word of God. The "best you" will
not be a result of a great diet plan, a
new form of meditation or reflection, or
reading the best books. The best
version of you is the you that is
centered in Jesus Christ. Let us pray
to be open to the transformation that is
caused by a personal relationship with
Jesus!
2 Corinthians 5:17
"Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the
new creation has come: The old has
gone, the new is here!”
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Administrative
Chairpersons

Administrative Council:
Gretchen Cheezum
Staff Parish Relations:
Jen Nowak

Kingdom Ministries
Mission Statement: The mission of Jesus as presented in the Gospels was to
declare the Good News of the Kingdom of God, demonstrating the power of
God’s goodness and love to humanity, to raise up disciples who would multiply
the ministry of Jesus and continue to advance the Kingdom by making
disciples of Jesus. This is our mission as well.

Trustees:
Henry Covington Jr.

Opportunities to Participate

Lay Leader:
Dale Becraft

•

Intercessory Prayer

Tuesday

10:00AM

Finance:
Todd Turner

CLERGY

Prayer specifically for the needs of the CUMC family and friends.
•

School of Supernatural Ministry

Tuesday

7:00PM

Next Class: Authority to Heal: A Six Week class on the Biblical basis
for praying for the sick and demonized, along with practical points of
application. Beginning September 10, 2019.
•

Kingdom Strike Force

Wednesday

7:00PM

Chris Pettit
Senior Pastor
cpettit@centreville-umc.com

Spiritual Warfare and Spirit led Intercession focused on world and
local issues and praying for the harvest of lost souls.
•

•

The Healing Room: An opportunity for healing prayer with the
Healing Team. This is by appointment, which can be scheduled by
emailing dale.becraft@gmail.com or by calling or texting (410) 8291131.
Boots on the Ground Missions (Matthew 24:14) Opportunities to
participate in short term, in the field missions. Dates and locations to
be announced.

Robyn Brown
Associate Pastor
rbrown@centreville-umc.com

Rudy Draper
Pastor of Youth & Young Adults
rdraper@centreville-umc.com

Newsletter Ideas & Article Submissions should be sent to Doug
Witt, Newsletter Editor at dwitt@centreville-umc.com.
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Church Email
office@centreville-umc.com

Centreville United Methodist Church

Love God, Love People

SUNDAY SCHOOL
Sunday school will begin on Sunday, September 8, 2019
at 9:50 a.m. until 10:50 a.m. If you have any questions
about our program please contact Kim Parkerson.
Email address is kimkeith@atlanticbb.net

Mission & Outreach
Team
Reaching out into our Community to make a
difference
By Larisa Thomas 410-758-2144
cell 240-994-5042
Upcoming Outreach Opportunities For Our
Congregation:
Sept 3 @ 6:30 PM - Outreach Team Meeting –
open for any interested in helping the community
Sept 6 @ 6-8:30 PM – Parents Night Out
Nov 3 @7:45 AM – Volunteers needed for Make a
Difference Day in Sudlersville
Donations needed for the CUMC Food Bank:
Over the summer our Food Pantry has been depleted,
with no outside food drives supporting us till November.
Although we do get limited leftovers from the Maryland
Food Bank Drop, they are mostly in the green bean,
corn, pasta, or macaroni and cheese. We have run out
of the following and can definitely use: canned meat,
toilet paper, toiletries, spaghetti sauce (we have pasta),
and sides (potatoes, rice, etc.). Thank you to all the
people who donate food to our pantry!

Searching for Construction Lead for North
Carolina Hurricane Rebuild for 2020 Summer

September 2019

CORSICA HILLS SCHEDULE FOR 2019-20
DATE
Sep 8,
2019
Oct 14,
2019
Nov 10,
2019
Dec 9,
2019
Jan 12,
2020
Feb 9,
2020
Mar 8,
2020
Apr 12,
2020
May 10,
2020
Jun 14,
2020
Jul 12,
2020
Aug 9,
2020

GROUP
Outreach

LEADER

Adult SS Class
Chancel Choir

Jodi Bortz

United
Methodist
Men
Young Adult
SS Class
United Meth.
Women

If you are able to help with filling the
available slots, please reach out to Emily
Parry @ ep041437@gmail.com
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September At-A-Glance
www.centreville-umc.com

9/2
9/3
9/4
9/6
9/9
9/10

9/15
9/17
9/20
9/22
9/23
9/24

Labor Day
Prayer Team
Outreach Mtg.
Food Pantry
Parents Night Out
Bible Basics
Prayer Team
UM Women
Emmaus
UM Men
Bring a Friend to Church
Sunday
Prayer Team
Food Pantry
1st Responder Sunday
Bible Basics
Prayer Team

Office closed
10am
6:30pm
10am-12
6pm-8:30pm
6:30pm
10am
1pm
6pm
6:30pm
8:40am; 11am
10am
5:30-7pm
11am
6:30pm
10am

Centreville United Methodist Church

Love God. Love People. www.centreville-umc.com

Sunday Worship: 8:40am Contemporary 11am Traditional
Centreville United Methodist church
608 Church Hill Rd.
Centreville, Maryland 21617

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

5:30 The Sower (Small Group followed by Worship)

