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THE MESSENGER 
Holy Discontent 

 

 

AROUND THE Church 

The Bear Ministry Workshop 

2nd & 3rd grade Sunday School 

Take a moment, go grab your Bible, and read again Luke’s 
description of the Church following Pentecost as recorded 
in Acts 2:42-47, Acts 4:23-37, and Acts 5:12-16.  Now 
compare the early Church to the Church we see today.  
Does it trouble you? Do you see the gap? 
 
It troubles me.  Up until recently, it was a challenge for me 
to identify and name it – this deep dissatisfaction – this 
sense that a major shift needs to occur.  But then I 
returned to the New Room Conference in Tennessee last 
week and joined a gathering of pastors and laity who feel 
the same way.  One of the speakers described us as the 
‘Fellowship of the Holy Discontented’ – Christ followers 
who desire to close the gap between what we read in the 
Bible and what we see in our churches.  We call that 
“Revival” (remember the theme of CUMC two year’s ago?) 
But Revival is not enough; we desire a mighty movement 
of God that would reach many who are currently outside 
of the Church as well.  I don’t have to describe the divisive, 
confusing, broken state of our society right now – you 
already know it.  Only a mighty movement of God through 
the agency of the Holy Spirit can turn the hearts of the 
people to repentance and into new life.  This is called 
‘Awakening’ – as in Ephesians 5:14 “Wake up, sleeper, rise 
from the dead, and Christ will shine on you." God has done 
it before (look up the early Methodist Movement and the 
Great Awakening); I believe He will do it again. 
 
Our responsibility as a Church is to sow for Awakening.  
As another speaker noted, scripture teaches us that we 
shall reap what we sow.  In the past few decades, the 
Church has sown doubt and apathy, and as a result we 
have reaped decline and a Western church that has 
“a form of godliness but denying its power” (2 Tim. 3:5).  
It is time to sow sound teaching, discipleship, holiness, 
love and faith.  As James Swanson Sr., the bishop of the 
Mississippi Conference of the UMC forcefully argued, 
“business as usual just won’t do.”   

continued next page 

First Responder Sunday Cookout 
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 ATTENTION LADIES!!!! 
Please mark your calendars for our annual 

Christmas Luncheon for this year.  It will be 
on Tuesday, December 3rd at Fisherman’s 

Inn at noon.  More information will follow in 
the next newsletter.  Please ask a friend, 

sister, neighbor, etc. to join us.  The 
invitation is open to all the ladies of the 

church!   

MARK YOUR CALENDARS! 

 
Only a small portion of Centreville’s population of 4800 
people (that is just within the town) attend a local church 
on Sunday morning – so how are we sowing for Awakening 
with them?  How are we bearing witness to Christ in our 
community?  In the weeks and months to come, we will be 
exploring together new ways to share Christ in our 
community and sow the seeds of Awakening.   
 
As for now, let us pray this simple prayer: Come Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

Pastor Chris Pettit 

Holy Discontent… Reigning Mercy 
Reigning Mercy is seeking committed musicians to 
join the band on either a full time or part time 
schedule. We all have Sundays out now and again, 
so if you are interested in part time only, we can 
certainly use your gifts for our music ministry.  We 
practice Wednesday evenings at 6:30 in the 
Sanctuary and attendance at practice is a must! If 
you are interested, please contact Julia Schinault 
(or any band member) so we can coordinate a time 
for you to join us at practice. Julia can be reached 
at julsmorrva@gmail.com or 443-534-3744. 

On Sunday, October 27th, we want to celebrate the Abundance that Christ 
offers each of us, celebrate God’s great provision, and give a special gift in 
faith to help close the gap in our budget so we may close the year strong. 
We will be asking each member of CUMC to prayerfully consider their 
giving for 2020 and make a pledge, and to generously give an offering 
above and beyond their weekly giving.   

“The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever 
sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. Each one must give as he has decided 
in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.” 
2 Cor. 9:6-7 
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CUMC Financial Assessment  
  by Todd Turner, Chairperson of Finance 

“And my God will meet all your needs according to his 
glorious riches in Christ Jesus.”  Philippians 4:19 tells us 
God is always faithful, that is why we should always trust 
Him as our supply.  It doesn’t matter the circumstance, 
God will always provide, as He provides for each, and 
every one of us, and our church family here at 
Centreville United Methodist Church. 

12 months ago, we started the development of our 2019 
Budget, our largest budget yet.  Lots to consider, lots to 
be prayed on.  CUMC has been in a steady and 
significant financial growth over several years. As we 
prepared our 2019 budget and looked at the needs of 
each ministry, it was clear we would be developing our 
largest church budget to date.   Through faith and 
prayer, we approved our budget. 

Each year, we look at the needs of each ministry and 
compare those needs to the gifts provided by the church 
in the current year to assess our ability to meet the 
projected needs.  Each year there is a gap (what we 
know we can bring in versus what we pray to bring in) 
and, by faith, we pray God will provide the additional 
givings to meet our needs. 

This is the first year our total givings (General + Capital 
+ Mortgage) may not offset our spending.   Through 
August our total projected givings was $438,042.64.  
Our actual givings through August was $402,373.34. 

Our total expenditures (General + Capital Improvements 
+ Mortgage) are $513,691.82 versus projected 
expenditures of $452,829.18.  This is partly due to the 
Fellowship Hall renovations and the replacement of AC 
units. It is important to note that we did not start the year 
off at zero; we had funds that carried over from 2018 
which include a large estate gift that covered much of 
our improvement costs. 

We continue to pray our final 2019 quarter will provide 
the additional gifts to offset our ministry needs. October 
is stewardship month and we will focus on the ministry 
needs of the church and ask for our congregation to 
faithfully consider their stewardship for the remainder of 
the year and 2020.  We are also planning Abundance 
Sunday on October 27th to try a close the gap. 

One thing is certain, God’s love.  While we may not be 
hitting budget, He has provided us the ability to pay all our 
bills and refinance our mortgage to a point we should be 
able to pay it off in less than 7 years.  Our ministry teams 
have what they need so far to carry out God’s Word as we 
continue making disciples of Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of the world. 

New Faces: 

2019 has brought great abundance in new resources 
supporting our financial ministry needs.  David Connelly 
was brought on to serve as our church treasurer, Ann 
Franklin was brought on to serve as our bookkeeper, and 
Shelly Illemszky was brought on as our new church office 
manager.  Each play a vital role in moving our financial 
ministry forward. 

Other Financial News: 

CUMC is currently undergoing a financial audit through the 
month of September.  We awarded a contract to JBS & 
Company LLC, a full-service accounting firm serving clients 
throughout the Baltimore/Washington area.   We chose to 
have this audit to ensure that we continue to be good 
stewards of the church’s finances.  We will be assessed for 
the processes we have in place and assurance that we are 
following sound accounting principles.  A final written report 
will be delivered along with a verbal report to the finance 
committee.  We will be sharing the outcomes as soon as 
they become available. 

I wish you all great joy this fall season and I pray for each, 
and every one of you and our church. 

God bless you! 

Todd Turner

Centreville UMC 

Annual Charge Conference 

Thursday, November 7th at 6pm 

Come worship and be informed! 
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Did you know? 

 The Sower Worship service isn’t just a “youth service, “it’s a place 
where young and old can come together and praise the Lord! 

 The Sower Ministry has two primary objectives in doing mission 
inside and outside of our church.  Evangelism and Church Renewal.  
We want to share the good news of Jesus Christ with the lost and 
encourage growth in disciples everywhere. 

 The Sower Worship band is a mix of Adults and Students. We have 2-
4 amazing High School Students in the band each week! 

 The Sower has a team available to visit other churches for revivals 
and other worship experiences.  Not just in the church, but in 
community areas like parks! 

Backpacks for Kids 2019-2020 
As our students, teachers, and administrators are all getting settled back 
to school, the Backpacks for Kids Outreach ministry has been busy 
preparing for another school year of serving those in need.  We anticipate 
serving 40+ students in our area schools this year with weekend bags of 
nutritious foods consisting of 2 breakfast items, 2 lunch items, 2 fruits, 2 
snack items, and 2 100% fruit juices each weekend.  During the school 
week, these students receive free breakfast and lunch from school, and the 
Backpacks for Kids outreach guarantees them a meal over the weekend. 
These bags are a lifeline for a lot of these children.  They not only look 
forward to them, if they did not have them on weekends, they might not 
have food to eat over the weekend.  

To help us kick off the new school year, the Backpacks For Kids outreach 
is in need of the following items to help restock our food supplies:  100% 
fruit juice boxes • single serve applesauce and fruit cups • small individual 
boxes of cereal • pop tarts • cans of soup and tuna • granola bars and 
cereal bars.   When shopping at Walmart, Sam’s Club, Costco, or our local 
grocery stores here in town, consider grabbing a needed item to donate to 
the Backpacks for Kids Outreach ministry.  

A black bin labeled “BACKPACKS” is located outside the Fellowship Hall 
under the coat rack where donations of needed food items and your gently 
used grocery bags may be dropped off.  Thank you to all the individuals 
who continue to help support Backpacks for Kids by way of volunteering 
your time in helping to pack and deliver the weekly bags of food, 
monetary donations, food donations, and your prayers.  

If you would like to become involved in the “Backpacks for Kids” outreach 
ministry or would like additional information on how you or your 
organization or business can help or volunteer, please contact Kimberly 
Starkey at 410-490-0052 or email starkeykimberly@yahoo.com. 
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Administrative 
Chairpersons 

Administrative Council: 
Gretchen Cheezum 

 
Staff Parish Relations: 

Jen Nowak 
 

Trustees: 
Henry Covington Jr. 

 
Finance: 

Todd Turner 
 

Lay Leader: 
Dale Becraft 

 

Chris Pettit 
Senior Pastor 

cpettit@centreville-umc.com 

Robyn Brown 
Associate Pastor 

rbrown@centreville-umc.com 

CLERGY 

Rudy Draper 
Pastor of Youth & Young Adults 

rdraper@centreville-umc.com 

Newsletter Ideas & Article Submissions should be sent to Doug 
Witt, Newsletter Editor at dwitt@centreville-umc.com. 

 Kingdom Ministries by Dale Becraft 

To say that we at CUMC have gone through quite a time of shaking and 
transition would be an understatement. To look at things through a natural 
lens only would paint a dark picture. But I would suggest that if we push back 
from the immediate circumstances and look at the big picture, we will find that 
God was not caught by surprise and in fact is busy building His church for the 
greatest harvest of souls the church has ever seen. So, what should our focus 
be in this season of time? Let me share several things that I believe God is 
saying to the church. 

First, the emphasis must shift from building the church to building the 
Kingdom.  We are told by the Lord to seek first the Kingdom of God. 
CUMC, as a church, is certainly a part of the Kingdom of God, but it is not the 
entirety of the Kingdom. We must put our focus clearly on building the 
Kingdom and allow God to build the church. We must put petty differences 
aside and start to look at the bigger picture. When we seek first the Kingdom 
of God, everything else will be added to us as well. 
 
Secondly, when we gather, there must be an emphasis on the Presence 
and ministry of the Holy Spirit.  I believe that the next great move of God is 
on the horizon. I believe that this will be a move of God’s Presence. We need 
to ask for and expect God to manifest Himself in our meetings and worship 
services. We must yearn for him intently to come as we worship, honor and 
adore Him. We must place God’s Presence of preeminent importance. When 
God comes so does His healing, deliverance, provision and everything else we 
need. But we must begin to seek the Healer more than the healing. We must 
seek the Great Deliverer more than the deliverance. We must seek the 
Provider more than the provision. We must seek His face! We must want Him 
so badly that we refuse to go anywhere that His Presence doesn’t go with us!  
Our prayer must be. “here I wait expectantly for you!” 
 
Finally, pray without ceasing and listen intently.  In the next season, our 
rules are simple. Everything must be born out of prayer. When we are listening 
for God’s answer, if we don’t hear a sound, we don’t make a sound. But when 
we have heard, we cannot refuse to adjust to what we have heard. Immediate 
obedience to the voice of God!  

Spirit of Elijah Opportunities 
Tuesdays -10:00 A.M.  Intercession focused on the needs of the CUMC 
church family. 
Wednesdays- 7:00 P.M. – Spiritual Warfare over world, national and local 
conditions as led by the Holy Spirit. 
On demand – Healing Room – Focused prayer for healing with the Prayer 
Team. By appointment. For appointment or information email 
dale.becraft@gmail.com.   

Church Email 
office@centreville-umc.com 
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Are you looking for a fun way to give back to 

the community?  Volunteer with Haven 
Ministries at their retail stores: 

• Our Daily Thread Thrift Store in Stevensville and 
• Hope Warehouse in Queenstown 

 
We are looking for folks to help manage 

donations, display items, and assist customers.  
No experience necessary.  The hours are 

flexible according to your skill set. 
 

To volunteer at the Thrift Store, please contact 
Liz:  410-353-0455 

To volunteer at the Warehouse, please contact 
Susan:  410-490-8498 

 

Urban Promise Work Day, any skill or age, 
December 7th 

CUMC is heading on a mission work day in Wilmington, 
Delaware on Saturday December 7th. We will be attending a 
PowerUp Workday at the Urban Promise there. We will 
leave the church at 7:30 AM and return around 3:00 PM. Any 
skill level or age is invited to attend. Teams generally divide 
up to tackle various projects – anything from weeding the 
garden to stuffing envelopes for next month’s newsletter or 
cleaning the School/Office. After working we eat our bagged 
lunches and listen to the amazing testimonies of the youths 
whose lives have been drastically changed. A signup sheet 
will be available or ask Larisa Thomas (410-758-2144) for 
more information. You can also check out their web-site at 
http://urbanpromise.org/get-involved/powerup-work-days 

United Methodist Men 

Chicken Dinner 

Oct. 23 

 

 

http://urbanpromise.org/get-involved/powerup-work-days
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Mission & Outreach Team 

Reaching out into our Community to make a difference 
By Larisa Thomas h410-758-2144/c240-994-5042 

Upcoming Outreach Opportunities: 

Oct 12 @ 9AM-12 - Coat Drive Giveaway 
Oct 28 - Turkey Tags Available 
Nov 2 @ 7:45 AM - Make A Difference Day Volunteering 
Nov 5 @ 6:30 PM-Outreach Meeting…bring a friend 
Nov 17     Shoeboxes Due at Church 
Nov 23     Help us Deliver Turkey Meals 
Nov 30 - Operation Shoebox Warehouse Workday 
Dec 2-5 @ 6 PM-12 - Shelter Volunteering 
Dec 7 @ 7:30 AM - Urban Promise Volunteering 
 
Drop Off All Used Coats and Children’s Clothing for 
Giveaways 

It’s Time! Clean out those closets!  The Outreach team is 
accepting coats, jackets, and children’s clothing!  All coat 
sizes wanted: children, youth, and adult.  We ask that you 
please clean them and drop them off in the purple Sunday 
school classroom by October 10th.  The Coat Give Away 
Day will be October 12, 9:00 a.m.-12:00 noon.   For more 
info contact Beth Covington at 410-490-2118. 

The children’s clothing will go to the Make A Difference 
Day Giveaways on November 2nd.  

Volunteer for Homeless Resource Day: Make A 
Difference Day November 2nd 

Make a Difference Day is a County Level Resource Day 
where organizations come to one place to assist the 
homeless and working poor of Queen Anne's County.  
Some of the resources include health screenings, dental 
care, haircuts, housing services, electric assistance, mental 
health info, etc.  Food is also served this day.  Goodies such 
as toiletries, winter wear, and baby items are also 
distributed. Volunteers are needed to help make this a 
success. This year’s event will be held at Sudlersville 
Middle School Saturday November 2 from 7:45 am until 
1:30 pm. Adult volunteers will help walk with guests, and 
high school volunteers will help serve food. Training will 
be provided. To volunteer, please contact Larisa Thomas at 
410-758-2144. 

 

Feed A Family Turkey Tags 

We are gearing up for the Community 
Thanksgiving Food Giveaway! All families 
must do to participate is call in and submit 
applications.  

We will have Turkey Tags for you to donate 
Thanksgiving meals, each representing one 
family. You purchase items to make a non-
perishable dinner and bring a frozen turkey 
to the drop off site at Kent Narrows for that 
family. Volunteers are also needed to help 
check the boxes and then to help on delivery 
day. Look for tags towards the end of 
October and help us give our community a 
day to be Thankful for! 

Donations needed for the CUMC Food 
Bank 

Always in need: canned meat, laundry 
detergent, full size toiletries, spaghetti 
sauce, and cereals. Other items needed 
are side dishes. Thank you, we still have 
enough pasta, vegetables, and beans.    
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Centreville United Methodist church 

608 Church Hill Rd. 
Centreville, Maryland 21617 

October At-A-Glance 
www.centreville-umc.com 

 
10/1 Prayer Team   10:00 am 
10/2 Food Pantry  10am-noon 
10/7 Bible Basics  6:30 pm 
 Trustee Mtg.  6:30 pm 
10/8 Prayer Team  10:00 am 
10/12 Coat Drive  9am – noon 
10/14 Great Debates  6:30 pm 
10/15 Prayer Team  10:00 am 
10/18 Food Pantry  5:30p-7:00p 
10/21 Bible Basics  6:30 pm 
 Finance Mtg.  7:00 pm 
10/22 Prayer Team  10:00 am 
 Admin. Mtg.  6:30 pm 
10/29 Prayer Team  10:00 am 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Centreville United Methodist Church       Love God. Love People.        www.centreville-umc.com 

Sunday Worship:   8:40am Contemporary   11am Traditional    5:30 The Sower (Small Group followed by Worship)  
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