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THE MESSENGER 
Which Road Will You Take? 

 

 

AROUND THE Church 

Methodist Women 
Christmas Luncheon 

Christmas Caroling 
at Corsica Hills 

Fun time making 
Christmas gnomes  

When the Wise Men from the east journeyed to visit the 
Messiah, they had a choice to make.  King Herod, who was 
eager to locate Jesus, told the Wise Men, “Go and make a 
careful search for the child. As soon as you find him, report to 
me, so that I may go and worship him.” (Matt. 2:8) Of course, 
we know the real story of what Herod was up to; he wanted 
to kill Jesus. After the Wise Men brought their gifts to Jesus, 
they had to decide: Do we go back to Herod like we 
were told, or do we go a different route? Having been warned 
in a dream not to return to Herod, they returned to their 
country by another route. (Matt. 2:12) 
 
The choice the Wise Men faced often reminds me of the 
Robert Frost poem, The Road Not Taken. In the poem, Frost 
describes two paths that part ways in the woods. The traveler 
in the poem cannot take both paths, and yet he is unsure 
which is the proper road to take. Finally, the traveler makes 
his decision and takes the road less traveled by, which made 
all the difference in his life. As I think about the Wise Men, I 
realize that they, too, took the road less traveled by.  It 
certainly would have been easier and safer to report back to 
Herod as they had been ordered regarding the whereabouts 
of Jesus. By going another route, they were openly defying the 
orders of a king – not a smart move for anyone who valued 
their lives! Yet instead of being obedient to the earthly ruler 
Herod, they were obedient to the Lord. And because they 
took the road less traveled, Jesus remained safe and secure. 
 
In our lives, we are often faced with a choice of which road to 
take. In fact, there are many roads out there that try to lure us 
away from Jesus – roads of sin and destruction. There is only 
one road that will lead us to salvation – the road of Jesus 
Christ. Jesus himself reminds us, “Wide is the gate and broad 
is the road that leads to destruction, and many enter through 
it. But small is the gate and narrow the road that leads to life, 
and only a few find it.” (Matt. 7:13-14). 
 
As we usher in 2020, I invite you to ask yourself – Which road 
will I take? Will I take the road so commonly traveled by the 
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rest of the world, but a road that 
will not lead me to my Savoir? 
Or, like the Wise Men, will I take 
the road less traveled that will 
make all the difference in my 
life? 
 
A New Year is a time of new 
beginnings and outlooks. In this 
season of renewal, might we all 
rededicate our lives to Christ 
and do everything in our power 
to walk that narrow road that 
leads to life!  Allow God’s Word 
to light your path and guide 
your steps.  Happy New Year 
and God Bless! 
 
“Your word is a lamp to my feet 
and a light for my path.”   Psalm 
119:105 
 

Pastor Robyn Brown 
 

 

Which Road Will You 
Take? … 

Valentines Dinner  
sponsored by the United Methodist Men 

 

February 11th 
6:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall 

 
Dinner will be catered by Susie’s Kitchen.   

Menu will include:   
Baked Chicken, Roast beef and sides, and much 

more!  Also, Susie’s fantastic desserts!   
 

Erin Grier will provide music.    
 

The cost is $20 per person.  Sign-up sheets will 
be available at all services beginning January 
12th in the Narthex.  Payment is due upon sign-

up please.   
 

Childcare will be provided. 
 

METHODIST WOMEN: 
 

I want to thank all the ladies that attended our annual 
Christmas Luncheon on December 3rd. It was a delicious lunch 
and party. A few ladies couldn't handle the gift exchange, but 
that is okay. (ha) It was great to see some new ladies and 
friends. So glad it was a good crowd and enjoyed by all. We 
will have another one next year about the same time. Thanks 
again for making this a joyous occasion. Wishing each one of 
you a blessed Christmas Season with good health, joy and 
peace.  
 
Merry Christmas, Lynda Palmatary 

 

The Sunday school program is in need of 

teachers.  Please contact Kim Parkerson at 

kimkeith@atlanticbb.net or 410-758-2381. 

 

mailto:kimkeith@atlanticbb.net
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Did you know? 
➢ The Sower Worship service isn’t just a “youth service, “it’s a place 

where young and old can come together and praise the Lord! 
➢ The Sower Ministry has two primary objectives in doing mission 

inside and outside of our church.  Evangelism and Church 
Renewal.  We want to share the good news of Jesus Christ with the 
lost and encourage growth in disciples everywhere. 

➢ The Sower Worship band is a mix of Adults and Students. We 
have 2-4 amazing High School Students in the band each week! 

➢ The Sower has a team available to visit other churches for revivals 
and other worship experiences.  Not just in the church, but in 
community areas like parks! 

This month, The Sower will be traveling to Roanoke Rapids, NC to lead a Youth Revival in this 
city, hosted by many of the churches in the area.  
 
Every young person (every person of any age really), is searching for three things: Identity, 
Autonomy, and Belonging. They seek the answer to questions like, "Who am I?," "Do I even 
matter/ Can I make a difference?" and "Where do I fit in?".  
 
We believe the answer to each of the questions, and the destination this search ultimately leads 
to, is found in Jesus Christ. In Jesus, we are given a new and wonderful identity. We find that 
we do matter and are of sacred worth and value. We realize we are invited to be a part of the 
family of God.  
 
January 3, 4, and 5, our church will be sending out The Sower to share this Good News with the 
people of Roanoke Rapids, NC. We pray that young and old alike will journey from death to 
life, as they hear the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Praise God for the opportunity to serve in this 
mission as a church!  
 
Thank you, Church, for your prayers and support of this ministry. I am excited to see where 
God leads our Church this year. 
 
Blessings, 
 
Pastor Rudy        
 

 



 

 

Centreville United Methodist Church  Love God. Love People. January 2020 

4 

 
  Administrative 

Chairpersons 

Administrative Council: 
TBA 

 

Staff Parish Relations: 
TBA 

 

Trustees: 
Henry Covington Jr. 

 
Finance: 

Todd Turner 
 

 
 

Larry Hanifee 
Interim Senior Pastor 

lhanifee@centreville-umc.com 

Robyn Brown 
Associate Pastor 

rbrown@centreville-umc.com 

CLERGY 

Rudy Draper 
Pastor of Youth & Young Adults 

rdraper@centreville-umc.com 

Newsletter Ideas & Article Submissions should be sent to Doug Witt, 
Newsletter Editor at dwitt@centreville-umc.com. 

Church Email 
office@centreville-umc.com 

    
 

NEW CUMC MINI LIBRARY!  
Located in the Narthex 

We have lots of great books to share with you!  We have a 
wonderful selection of Christian books ranging from Bible 
studies, to fiction, to everyday Christian living.  There is 
something for everyone! 
 
Take a look at our selection, and feel free to “check out” a 
book or two at any time!  Keep it as long as you need it, but 
please return it when you are done.  Please fill out the 
information on the sheet provided so we can keep track of all 
our books. 
 
Grow in faith, happy reading! 
 
“Draw near to God, and God will draw near to you.”  James 4:8 

With a New Year upon us, we are 
excited to share the many ways in 
which God blesses us each and every 
day. Outside the church office you will 
see our “Praise be to God” bulletin 
board.  Please help us fill that board 
by sharing a blessing in your life, no  
 matter how large or how small.  Just write your blessing on one   
of the multi-colored index cards on the table in our narthex. 
Then, add it to our board. It can be signed or anonymous. Every 
so often our prayer team will refresh the board. They will take 
down those cards that have been on the board for awhile and 
pray over them in thanksgiving. We have much to be thankful 
for, so in 2020 let us celebrate ALL the ways in which God is so 
good!  

“Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good, his love endures forever!” 
Psalm 107:1 

 

What’s new around church 
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Outreach:  
Reaching out into our Community to make a difference  
By Larisa Thomas h410-758-2144/c240-994-5042 
 
Upcoming Outreach Opportunities For Our Congregation:   
Jan 7 6 PM Outreach Meeting 
Feb 14-18 6 PM-12 Shelter Volunteers Needed Staff and Dinners 
March 8-12 6 PM-12 Shelter Volunteers Needed Staff and Dinners 
 
10 years being a part of the QAC Church Network of Haven Ministries, and Continuing! 

CUMC joined with Haven Ministries 10 years ago, as a cooperation between churches in Queen Anne’s County to help those in need. 
The original name was QAC Christian Assistance. At that point, all the counties had shelters except QAC. A total of 16 churches, all the 
large and a significant amount of the small churches, participate in this organization. Besides the shelter, Haven Ministries runs the 
monthly food pantries feeding over 300 people a month, Resource Centers, Street Outreach Programs, Art for Your Home Program, 
and the Our Daily Thread Thrift Store/Hope Warehouse, helping those in need as well as raising funds to support the ministry. I find it 
impressive the way they work hard one-on-one with those in need to help them identify and receive the help to get them on their feet 
and be self-sustaining.  

Our Friday CUMC food pantry serves around 100 individual households each month. Since there is a need for the Food Pantry in the 
North County Area, CUMC will continue to answer the call as Christians. An additional benefit is that Haven Ministries secured a grant 
for the food pantries, so the 6,000 pounds of food CUMC gives out is at no cost to our church. I am always looking for help for both 
food pantries, so give me a call and join me in serving our community.  

CUMC Goes To Urban Promise Work Day   

CUMC headed to the non-profit school in Wilmington Delaware run by Urban 
Promise. They have children K-6 and a separate high school for 8-12 grades. 
Their goal is to help the students get prepared and matriculated into their 
community schools by helping them in areas they might have not been 
exposed to. The campus also houses after school programs and 6-week 
summer camps. Lori, Gina, Kia, Lynn, and Larisa helped stuff the end-of-year 
fundraising letters, something the small staff doesn’t have time to do with 
their evening outreach in the community. Then after lunch 2 Street Leaders 
(teens who have been helped by the program who now help with the younger 
kids in and out of school) gave their testimonies.  

Looking for Last Volunteers for February and March Shelter 

Last month CUMC congregant Lorie Andersen-Petrie joined the staff volunteers for the first time at the shelter on Kent Island. She was 
pleasantly surprised how homey the shelter felt, as well as how relaxed the volunteer work was. She said she will definitely volunteer 
again! 

As the church rotation wraps back around, it will be CUMC’s turn to staff and provide dinner at KIUMC from 6 pm till midnight. We 
have most of the slots available from February 14-18 and March 8-12. You can either sign up through a link on our CUMC website 
under ‘Serve’ tab via SignUp Genius, on the Welcome Table, or call Larisa and she will gladly do it for you.  

For those who are not sure what this entails, here is a brief synopsis (feel free to contact Larisa for more information). We need 2 
volunteers for the 6PM to midnight shift for each night (one must be female). The main part of this job is just hanging out and making 
sure there isn’t any emergencies, as the shelter runs itself. If there is a problem, you just call in the Haven Ministries contact. It is a 
great time to catch up on your reading, or you can jump in on a game of Mexican Train Dominoes with the Guests. Many of our retired 
friends find this a great way to serve others. Dinner is provided by a member of our church (who need, who will cook and serve a meal 
for 10 to 20 people staying at the shelter. It does not have to fancy; in fact, plain home cooking is great! Come give it a try! You can 
also partner with Larisa or one of our fabulous returning volunteers. 
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Centreville United Methodist church 

608 Church Hill Rd. 

Centreville, Maryland 21617 

Centreville United Methodist Church       Love God. Love People.        www.centreville-umc.com 
Sunday Worship:   8:40am Contemporary   11am Traditional    5:30 The Sower (Small Group followed by Worship)  

January At-A-Glance 
www.centreville-umc.com 

 

01/01  Office Closed  
 01/06  Trustee Meeting    6:30 PM    

01/07  Prayer Team     10 AM 
   Nominations Committee Mtg.  7:00 PM 

01/08  Food Pantry     10AM – 12PM 
  Beauty for Ashes    6:30 PM 
01/09  Community Connections Team  6:00 PM 
01/14  Prayer Team     10 AM 
01/17  Food Pantry     5:30 – 7:00 PM 
01/20  Office Closed 
  Finance Meeting    7:00 PM 
01/21  Prayer Team     10 AM 
01/28  Prayer Team     10 AM 

Blood Bank     12:00 PM 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

http://www.centreville-umc.com/

