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THE MESSENGER 
God With Us 

 

 

AROUND THE Church 

Profession of faith 

Nov. 8th Habitat House 
dedication – Thank you  
CUMC volunteers! 

Holy Baptism 
The Jacks Family 

All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through 
the prophet: “The virgin will conceive and give birth to a 
son, and they will call him Immanuel” (which means “God 
with us”).  Matthew 1:22-23 
 
Joseph, facing scandal and shame, had planned to dispatch 
Mary quietly after learning of her pregnancy.  Life had just 
taken a shocking and unexpected turn and he was now 
trying to figure out the most expeditious and honorable 
way to move forward.  I’m sure all the questions we ask 
today – he asked then.  How?  Why?  What am I to do? 
 
He lay down in his bed; his mind replaying every scenario, 
until sleep finally overtook him.  And right there, in the 
middle of his storm, an angel of the Lord appeared to him 
in a dream and said “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid 
to take Mary home as your wife, because what is 
conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit.  She will give 
birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, 
because he will save his people from their sins.” (Matthew 
1:20-21) 
 
Now you may wonder, if Joseph was told to name the baby 
‘Jesus’, how does that fulfill what the prophet Isaiah 
foretold when he said, “they will call him Immanuel”?  
Glad you asked.  Jesus, a name that means ‘the Lord saves’, 
would be his given name, but not his only name, or 
description, or title of who He is.  In Isaiah 9:6, we are told 
that the Messiah would be “called Wonderful Counselor, 
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.” 
“Immanuel” is another name for Jesus, “God with us.”  
 
Fast forward to resurrected Jesus, giving his Great 
Commission to his disciples before ascending to the 
Father – what does he say?  “And surely I am with you 
always, to the very end of the age.” (Matt. 28:20) 
 

continued next page 
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And then we flip to the end of the Bible, 
the book of Revelation, and we read of 
the end of this age and the fullness of 
the Kingdom of God.  “And I heard a 
loud voice from the throne saying, 
“Look! God’s dwelling place is now 
among the people, and he will dwell 
with them. They will be his people, and 
God himself will be with them and be 
their God.” (Rev. 21:3) 
 
God is with us.  From the moment we 
accept Christ into our lives, God is with 
us…and He always will be.  When Jesus 
says “I am with you always” – he does 
not mean “you are in my thoughts and 
prayers” – He means that He is right 
here with us.  So, no matter what you 
are facing, what you are dealing 
with…know and believe that Jesus is 
right here with you.  Do not be afraid. 
The Lord God is with you.  That is the 
miracle of Christmas.  

Pastor Chris Pettit 

 

 

God With Us… 

 

The Christmas Pageant will be on 
Sunday, December 15th at 4 PM.   

 
Christmas Eve Worship Services: 
6:00 PM – Contemporary 
9:00 PM – Traditional 
 

 

 

 

 

POINSETTIAS AT THE ALTAR:  If you 
would like to place a poinsettia at the altar in 
honor or memory of a loved one please 
contact Shelly in the church office with 
information by Tuesday, December 17th and 
deliver your poinsettia to the church no later 
than December 22nd.   
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A letter to Centreville United Methodist Church from the Bishop… 
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Did you know? 

 The Sower Worship service isn’t just a “youth service, “it’s a place 
where young and old can come together and praise the Lord! 

 The Sower Ministry has two primary objectives in doing mission 
inside and outside of our church.  Evangelism and Church 
Renewal.  We want to share the good news of Jesus Christ with the 
lost and encourage growth in disciples everywhere. 

 The Sower Worship band is a mix of Adults and Students. We 
have 2-4 amazing High School Students in the band each week! 

 The Sower has a team available to visit other churches for revivals 
and other worship experiences.  Not just in the church, but in 
community areas like parks! 

“New Life” 

On November 10, we welcomed new members to our church, and baptized two teenagers. As the 
two young ladies came out of the water, the whole congregation clapped, cheered, and celebrated 
their new family members. It was a true celebration of new life. We kept the celebration going with 
karaoke, and pizza after the service. I couldn’t help but be amazed by how beautiful it was.  

Only a week later, part of our church family, Tyler and Val Maglio welcomed their son Ezra into the 
world. Ezra arrived a little early by human standards, but right on God’s time. Ezra has a long road 
ahead, but God is with him. As I watched the church lift them in prayer, and come together to 
support this family, once again, I couldn’t help but to be amazed by how beautiful it was.  

In Christ, we have the opportunity to constantly celebrate new life. I don’t know about you, but I 
can’t help but to be amazed by how beautiful it is.  

I am thankful for the church. I am thankful for this church.  

-Pastor Rudy 
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Administrative 
Chairpersons 

Administrative Council: 
Gretchen Cheezum 

 
Staff Parish Relations: 

Jen Nowak 
 

Trustees: 
Henry Covington Jr. 

 
Finance: 

Todd Turner 
 

 

Chris Pettit 
Senior Pastor 

cpettit@centreville-umc.com 

Robyn Brown 
Associate Pastor 

rbrown@centreville-umc.com 

CLERGY 

Rudy Draper 
Pastor of Youth & Young Adults 

rdraper@centreville-umc.com 

Newsletter Ideas & Article Submissions should be sent to Doug 
Witt, Newsletter Editor at dwitt@centreville-umc.com. 

Church Email 
office@centreville-umc.com 

For the Month of December 

Benefitting the CUMC Food Pantry 

The night food pantry is seeking any good items that 
can be used for Christmas gifts or decorations for the 
recipients that attend the night food pantry. We do not 
want any JUNK or items that are broken. If you are 
looking through your Christmas decorations and find 
something you no longer use or want, please pass it on 
to someone else. Also, any gifts that you may no longer 
use or do not like, they will also enjoy them.  Last year, 
we had someone who gave us twelve totes of Christmas 
items and the recipients were so appreciative! There 
wasn't one item left.  If you have any questions, please 
contact Lynda Palmatary at 410-490-0878.  We ask 
that all items be brought to the church by Wednesday, 
December 18th.  Remember....good items. Thank you 
for making someone else's Christmas a blessed one. 
Your items will be greatly appreciated.   
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Farewell from the Pettit family 

“Peace to the brothers and sisters, and love with faith 
from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Grace to 

all who love our Lord Jesus Christ with an undying 
love.” Ephesians 6:23-24 

It has been our honor to labor alongside our 
brothers and sisters of the faith here at Centreville 
UMC for the past 2 ½ years.  Those of you who 
have rolled up your sleeves and gone about the 
work of serving your neighbors, those who have 
witnessed to the real presence of Jesus Christ in 
your life, those who have poured your lives into 
others in Jesus’ name – we commend you for your 
obedience and your love.   

To all who have reached out to us sharing your 
sadness but also giving your words of 
encouragement – we are forever appreciative.  

The Father is seeking people who will worship 
Him in spirit and in truth. (John 4:23) Be diligent in 
your faith and live as He has called you to live. 
One of our favorite passages is Micah 6:8, “He has 
told you, O man, what is good; and what does 
the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to 
love kindness, and to walk humbly with your 
God?” 

May the Lord protect you and keep you. 

Pastor Chris & Krista 

A New Beginning by Greg Laurie  
(reprinted from oneplace.com) 

“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, goodwill 
toward men!” —Luke 2:14 NKJV  
 
One of the most familiar carols we hear during the holidays is “I 
Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.” The story behind the song, 
based on a poem by Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, is very 
interesting. 
 
In 1860, Longfellow was at the peak of his success as a poet. 
Abraham Lincoln had just been elected President, giving hope 
to many in the nation. But things soon turned dark for America 
and for Longfellow, personally. The Civil War began the 
following year, and Longfellow’s wife died of severe burns after 
her dress caught fire. Longfellow sustained severe burns on his 
hands and face from trying to save his wife. He was so badly 
burned that he could not even attend her funeral. In his diary for 
Christmas Day 1861, he wrote, “How inexpressibly sad are the 
holidays.” 
 
In 1862, the Civil War escalated and the death toll from the war 
began to mount. In his diary for that year, Longfellow wrote of 
Christmas, “‘A merry Christmas,’ say the children, but that is no 
more for me.” In 1863, Longfellow’s son, who had run away to 
join the Union Army, was severely wounded and returned home 
in December. There is no entry in Longfellow’s diary for that 
Christmas. 
 
Longfellow wanted to pull out of his despair, so he decided to 
try to capture the joy of Christmas. He began: 
 
I heard the bells on Christmas Day  
Their old familiar carols play,  
And wild and sweet  
The words repeat  
Of peace on earth, good-will to men.  
 
As Longfellow came to the sixth stanza, he was stopped by the 
thought of the condition of his beloved country. The Battle of 
Gettysburg was not long past. Days looked dark, and he 
probably asked himself the question, “How can I write about 
peace on earth, goodwill to men in this war-torn country, where 
brother fights against brother and father against son?” But he 
kept writing, and what did he write?  
 
And in despair I bowed my head;  
“There is no peace on earth,” I said; 
“For hate is strong,  
And mocks the song  
Of peace on earth, good-will to men!”   

 
That could be said of our day as well.  
 
But then, catching an eternal perspective and the real 
message of Christmas and Christ Himself, he wrote:  
 
Then pealed the bells more loud and deep;  
“God is not dead; nor doth he sleep!  
The Wrong shall fail,  
The Right prevail,  
With peace on earth, good-will to men!”  
 
The real message of Christmas is Christ Himself. God is not 
dead. He will prevail. 
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Centreville United Methodist church 

608 Church Hill Rd. 
Centreville, Maryland 21617 

Centreville United Methodist Church       Love God. Love People.        www.centreville-umc.com 

Sunday Worship:   8:40am Contemporary   11am Traditional    5:30 The Sower (Small Group followed by Worship)  

December At-A-Glance 
www.centreville-umc.com 

12/02  Trustee Mtg.     6:30 PM 
   Bible Basics     6:30 PM 

12/03  Prayer Team     10 AM 
   Lunch & Learn    12 – 1 PM 

12/04  Food Pantry     10AM – 12PM 
12/09  Great Debates    6:30 PM 
12/10  Prayer Team     10 AM 
12/11  Beauty for Ashes    6:30 PM 
12/15  Christmas Pageant    4 PM 
12/16  Bible Basics     6:30 PM 
12/17  Prayer Team     10 AM 
12/20  Food Pantry     5:30 – 7:00 PM 
12/24  Christmas Eve Services   6:00 PM (Contemporary) 
        9:00 PM (Traditional) 
12/25  Merry Christmas – Offices Closed 
12/30  Blood Bank     12:00 PM 
  Bible Basics     6:30 PM 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 
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