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THE MESSENGER 
 

 

 

 

Live by the Spirit 
June 9th is Pentecost Sunday – the day we remember the 
promised arrival of the Holy Spirit, the Advocate whom Jesus 
told his disciples would come and be with them - instruction 
that is given to them in John’s Gospel. “And I will ask the 
Father, and he will give you another advocate to help you and 
be with you forever— the Spirit of truth. The world cannot 
accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But 
you know him, for he lives with you and will be in you” (14:16-
17). “But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will 
send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you 
of everything I have said to you.” (14:26).  

Paul describes the fruit of the Spirit – proof of His presence in 
our lives – in this way: “the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, 
peace, patience, kindness, generosity, 
faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. There is no law 
against such things” (Galatians 5:19-21).  In this passage, 
Paul is reminding the Church to live by the Spirit and he does 
so by contrasting the fruit of the Spirit against the works of the 
flesh. “Now the works of the flesh are obvious: fornication, 
impurity, licentiousness, idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, 
jealousy, anger, quarrels, dissensions, factions, envy, 
drunkenness, carousing, and things like these. I am warning 
you, as I warned you before: those who do such things will 
not inherit the kingdom of God” (5:19-21). It seems the 
Galatian church had a problem with dissension and the 
spreading of false information (see Gal. 5:7-10). 

So how do you know if something is true?  

First, listen to what the Spirit is saying. Ask yourself, “Does 
this sound true?” Are internal red flags going up? If something 
doesn’t sound right – be wary. 

Second, go to the source! Investigate, ask questions. While 
you seek answers, avoid gossip, and don’t pass along 
unverified accusations. 

If there is a legitimate concern, follow Jesus’ instruction in 
Matthew 18:15-17 on dealing with a brother or sister who has 
sinned against you or the church. 

If you find out that what is being said is untrue, avoid it! Stay 
clear of it! (read Romans 16:17).  

Remember…“Those who belong to Christ Jesus have 
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Katie and Pastor 
Rudy enjoying 
youth roller-
skating.  

Men’s 
Fellowship 
Cookout  

Tom & Gaye 
Baker and Linda 
Pullen ready for 
Sunday 
worship. 

National Day of Prayer – Faithful servants participating 
in the Prayer Walk through Centreville 

crucified the flesh with its passions and 
desires. Since we live by the Spirit, let us 
keep in step with the Spirit” (Gal. 5:24-25).  

Come, Holy Spirit. 

 



 

 

Centreville United Methodist Church  Love God, Love People June 2019 

2 

Congrats to Pastor Robyn on her 
ordination as a Deacon and to 
Pastor Rudy for becoming a 

licensed local pastor! 

 

Dear Church, 

We are finally moved and settled in! Please 

make a note of our new address below and 

look for an invitation to an Open House 

later in the summer. Blessings!  ~ Pastor 

Robyn 

Dan & Robyn Brown 

704 Clabber Hill Road 

Church Hill, MD 21623 

 

Methodist Women 

The Methodist Women would like to 
thank the ladies that offered their 
skills for the Prayer Shawls. We 

appreciate their beautiful handwork. 
We are now seeking sewing 

machines that are no longer being 
used- in working condition, no more 

than 10 years old. Our Monday 
morning sewing group needs one or 

two additional machines to 
accommodate all ladies coming to 
sew. Please contact Emily Parry at 

410-490-4963 or through the church 
office. 
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Are you looking for a fun way to give back 
to the community? Volunteer with Haven 

Ministries at their retail stores: 

Our Daily Thread Thrift Store in Stevensville 
and Hope Warehouse in Queenstown. We 

are looking for folks to help manage 
donations, display items, and assist 

customers. No experience necessary. The 
hours are flexible according to your skill set. 

To volunteer at the Thrift Store, please 
contact Liz: 410-353-0455 

To volunteer at the Warehouse, please 
contact Susan: 410-490-8498 

 

Deaf Camp Signs and Wonders 
Invites you to join us for 

Dinner and Bible Drama 
On Weds, July 3, 2019 at 5:30 pm 

At Camp Pecometh - Riverview Retreat Center 

401 Jack Elliot Way, Centreville, MD 21617 

A love offering will be available 

This camp is a program of Pen-Del Deaf Ministries 
and provides a week of Christian fun and 
fellowship for Deaf adults with additional 

disabilities who live in group homes. For some this 
is the only week of the year when they have 

communication and can interact with other Deaf 
people.  Please join us. They love to have a 

friendly audience to share the evening with them. 

Please RSVP by Friday, June 28 with number 
attending. 

Contact Carol Stevens at 
carolstevens100@hotmail.com 

Annual 
Conference 
2019 is a wrap! 
(left to right: 
Krista Pettit, 
Laurie Forsyth, 
Angie Latham, 
Pastor Chris 
Pettit) 
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Administrative 
Chairpersons 

Administrative Council: 
Gretchen Cheezum 

 
Staff Parish Relations: 

Jen Nowak 
 

Trustees: 
Henry Covington Jr. 

 
Finance: 

Todd Turner 
 

Lay Leader: 
Dale Becraft 

 

Chris Pettit 
Senior Pastor 

cpettit@centreville-umc.com 

Robyn Brown 
Associate Pastor 

rbrown@centreville-umc.com 

CLERGY 

Rudy Draper 
Pastor of Youth & Young Adults 

rdraper@centreville-umc.com 

Newsletter Ideas & Article Submissions should be sent to Doug 
Witt, Newsletter Editor at dwitt@centreville-umc.com. Church Email 

office@centerville-umc.org 

Matthew 25:36 “. . . I was in prison and you came to visit me.” 

A Letter to the church by member Greg Torchio: 

I want to share with you a very special ministry that I am involved in: 
Kairos Prison Ministry.  Kairos means God’s special time, and as I have 
witnessed it certainly is this. 

On June 13th – June 16th, 28 Christian men, including myself, will go 
into the Sussex Correctional Institute in Georgetown, Delaware, a 
maximum-security prison commonly referred to as SCI. I am looking 
forward to this journey that God has called me to take.  Our team will 
be with 24-30 inmates (residents) of SCI on a 3-1/2 day journey from 
Thursday-Sunday that begins from a message of “understanding 
yourself” on Thursday to Sunday’s message about “exploring the God 
that you have come to know over the weekend and creating a desire to 
ask Our Lord in your life.” This is my first weekend, but from what 
I’m told, I will witness the Lord’s hand at work in the cold and 
hardened hearts of men who had little or no hope left remaining in 
their lives.  

First, the MOST important thing I ask from you is your prayers. If you 
would like to take part in a continuous prayer chain, simply go to the 
online prayer chain and you can select a 30-minute time slot for your 
prayers. If you are interested in this let me know your email and I will 
send you the link for it. 

Second, it is indeed an honor and privilege to be on the team and I am 
extremely thankful and blessed to have the opportunity to serve in this 
ministry. If you are able, would consider a very modest donation to 
help underwrite the cost of the weekend?  The actual costs of the 
weekend can reach $8,000. Most of this will be covered by the team 
members themselves, but there remains an opportunity for you to 
participate in this ministry by providing a very modest donation of 
any amount.   

If you are interested in this please give me a call or send a check to 
“Kairos of Delaware SCI#8” and mail it to me at 205 Grove Cove Rd., 
Centreville, MD 21617. If you have any questions about the weekend, 
please give me a call. My cell number is 410-310-2165, office 410-758-
1000, X11. 

Yours in Christ,  

Greg Torchio 

gdtorchio@icloud.com 

 

mailto:gdtorchio@icloud.com
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Mission & Outreach 

Reaching out into our Community to make a 

difference 

By Larisa Thomas  

410-758-2144 (home) 240-994-5042 (cell) 

Upcoming Outreach Opportunities For 
Our Congregation: 

July 3, 5:30 PM   Free Dinner and Show at 
Pecometh for Deaf Camp (bring white socks) 
See Flyer 

July 20   Sat.  9:00 AM   CUMC Habitat for 
Humanity Build at 314 Little Kidwell  

Gleaning (Harvesting Leftovers) for 
the Food Bank: A Family Project 

The Maryland Food Bank Eastern Shore Farm-
to-Food-Bank Coordinator is looking for 
volunteers to harvest what the farmers leave 
behind in the fields for the Maryland Food 
Bank. In the first 2 years of the program, about 
50,000 pounds of corn have been gleaned by 
volunteers.  

Typically gleaning occurs in the evening from 
6:00pm until dark or whenever finished, 
whichever comes first. Gleaning starts mid-
May at the strawberry fields in Talbot County 
and mid-July for sweet corn, finishing in mid-
September. All ages can be involved, and 
families are especially encouraged to 
participate. Amy says, “It is such an 
educational experience for all, and builds a 
sense of community.”  

The Food Bank is using a mass text messaging 
service called Rained Out.  To be notified of a 
gleaning in a particular county (counties) you 
will need to send a text message with the 
group password (for each county you wish to 

be notified) to 84483. The passwords are as 
follows:  

Caroline County Gleanings:  
FARM2FOODCAROLINE 

Queen Anne County Gleanings:  
FARM2FOODQUEENANNE 

Talbot County Gleanings:  
FARM2FOODTALBOT 

So come help those in our area that do not have 
enough food! What a great opportunity to 
serve.  

CUMC Volunteer Day for  
Habitat for Humanity in Centreville  

Saturday July 20 

CUMC will have a build day for Habitat for 
Humanity here in Centreville located at 314 
Little Kidwell Avenue! How exciting for a 
chance to help a neighbor. It would be great to 
see everyone come out once and work. No 
prior skill is needed, but we love those already 
handy. Sign up sheet will be on the Welcome 
Table. We need 6 volunteers for that day, 
starting at 9 AM, but if you can’t do that day, 
show up for another Friday or Saturday to 
help. 

Donations needed for CUMC  
Food Bank: 

Thank you to all the people who donate food 
to our pantry! Our needs: canned meat, peanut 
butter, laundry detergent, and cereals. We still 
do have enough vegetables and beans though 

Still Searching for Construction Lead 
for North Carolina Hurricane Rebuild 

Looking for Individual or Family to 
Head UMCOR Hygiene Items 

Collection
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Do you tant? We are looking for 
soloists, small groups, or ensembles to 
provide special music throughout the 
summer. You can play a favorite piece 
or we can help you select something. 
All ages and abilities are welcome! If 
you would be willing to provide music 
during the summer, please contact Jodi 
Bortz at jbortz@centreville-umc.com or 
call 410-849-9862. 

Reigning Mercy 
Reigning Mercy is seeking committed 

musicians to join the band on either a full 
time or part time schedule. We all have 

Sundays out now and again, so if you are 
interested in part time only, we can certainly 

use your gifts for our music ministry.  We 
practice Wednesday evenings at 6:30 in the 

Sanctuary and attendance at practice is a 
must! If you are interested, please contact 

Julia Schinault (or any band member) so we 
can coordinate a time for you to join us at 

practice. Julia can be reached at 
julsmorrva@gmail.com or 443-534-3744. 

 

Summer Music 

Do you have musical talent? We are 
looking for soloists, small groups, or 
ensembles to provide special music 
throughout the summer. You can 

play a favorite piece or we can help 
you select something. All ages and 
abilities are welcome! If you would 
be willing to provide music during 

the summer, please contact Jodi 
Bortz at jbortz@centreville-umc.com 

or call 410-849-9862. 

 

Touch- A- Truck 

Our first Touch A Truck turned out to be a 
wonderful event. This was an opportunity to 

bring our community together, hand 
information out about our church and have 

kids explore the trucks. 

We would like to thank Henry Covington, 
Keith Parkerson, Clay Stevens, Terry Ward and 

Friends, Chris Mason, Centreville Volunteer 
Fire Department, Centreville State Police, 

Queen Anne’s County Sheriff Department and 
Diamond who made the balloons. Without all 
of you none of this would have been possible. 

Thank you again for bringing your vehicles and 
for your time. 

Thank you, 

Community Connection Team 

Vacation Bible School is 
almost here!  
Make CUMC VBS the mane 
event evenings from June 24-28! 

This epic African adventure engages the whole 
herd. At Roar, kids explore God’s goodness and 
celebrate a ferocious faith that powers them 
through this wild life. 

Registration for volunteers and participants is 
now open! We are in need of kitchen help as 
well as middle and high school aged crew 
leaders. Visit 
https://vbspro.events/p/events/centreville-
umc to find out what you can do to help out or 
save your child's spot! If you have any 
questions, please contact Jodi Bortz at 
jbortz@centreville-umc.com or call 410-849-
9862. 
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Grace and Truth  
by Dale Becraft, Lay Leader 

During my prayer time a while back, I heard the Lord speak to me and He said, “I Am building my end 
church and it must be full of grace and truth”. That put me on a quest to determine exactly what that meant.  
In this article, I will share with you what I have learned. The obvious starting point for this understanding is 
to look at what the word of God says. “And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen 
His glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.” (John 1:14) Jesus is building His 
church upon Himself and is emphasizing “grace and truth”. Therefore, we must become a people of that is a 

people of all grace and all truth, all the time. But how? 

Many in the church today tend to fall into the grace camp, heavy on grace but light on truth. Grace heavy 
people are usually pleasant to be around and have the appearance of being tolerant but there is usually a 

lack of spiritual formation in their lives. Grace without truth is just license! Whereas grace is the unmerited 
favor of God, it is not to be without affect. The goal of every Christian is transformation into the image of 

Christ. For that journey you need the truth of God’s word .as the grace of God supports every step.   Grace 
heavy people tend to demand nothing from themselves or others in the way of spiritual discipline and 

formation of character. They accept themselves and others for who they are, but never move themselves or 
others to who they should become.  

On the other hand, are the “truth heavy”people. These are people of tremendous convictions, who believe in 
right and wrong and set standards for themselves and others. But without grace, truth can quickly become 

legalistic. Their goal, even without being aware is to create people into their own image. Truth heavy people 
don’t allow for mistakes, seldom restore a fallen brother or sister, and are quick to cast judgment on others. 

As such, they become slow to forgive sins. Whereas grace heave people are mostly concerned with being 
love, truth heavy people are more concerned with being right So what is the answer to the grace and truth 

conundrum? Look to Jesus! 

Jesus was all grace and He was all truth. He welcomed sinners, had compassion on the crowds, healed the 
sick, fed the hungry and even saved the criminal on the cross and uttered in His last moments, Father, 

forgive them. But Jesus also condemned many of the religious leaders, talked freely about the reality of hell, 
called for His disciples to take up their cross daily and follow Him. He prophesied judgment on unrepentant 
hearts. Jesus obeyed the Law, set standards and demanded everything from His followers. Jesus came from 
the Father full of grace and truth. He was all grace, all truth, all the time! He came to save us by God’s grace 
and to change and transform us by the truth! We are saved through Jesus and saved to look like Jesus. Our 
motivation should be to be full of grace and truth, not to earn God’s approval but to be to look like Jesus. 

The church of the end times will be a church of grace and truth. We desperately need grace. We desperately 
need truth. We desperately need Jesus!  

 Current Opportunities with Spirit of Elijah 

The Healing Room 
An opportunity to receive focused, hands on healing from the prayer team. This is open at any time to 

anyone by appointment. Contact Dale Becraft at dale.becraft@gmail.com. 
Intercessory Prayer 

Tuesdays at 10:00 A.M. (Focused on the specific needs of the CUMC church community 
Wednesdays = 7:00 P.M. (Spirit led, and Kingdom focused) 

mailto:dale.becraft@gmail.com
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Centreville United Methodist church 

608 Church Hill Rd. 
Centreville, Maryland 21617 

Centreville United Methodist Church       Love God. Love People. www.centreville-umc.com 

Sunday Worship:   8:40am Contemporary   11am Traditional    5:30 The Sower (Small Group followed by Worship)  

June At-A-Glance 
www.centreville-umc.com 

 
June 5, 7pm  Kingdom Prayer Meeting 
June 9, 12:15 Acolyte Ice Cream Social 
June 11, Noon  Lunch & Learn (funeral planning) 
June 12, 7pm Kingdom Prayer Meeting 
June 16   ASP Commissioning (morning services) 
June 17, 7pm  Finance 
June 18, 11am/6:30pm   Revelation Bible Study 
June 19, 7pm  Kingdom Prayer Meeting 
June 21, 5:30pm Food Pantry 
June 24-28 Vacation Bible School 
June 26, 7pm  Kingdom Prayer Meeting 
June 28, 8:30pm Movie Night 
June 30, 10am Combined Worship Service 
 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 
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