
 

Administrative Council 

Jef Fuller 

 

 

 

Trustees 

Henry Covington, Jr. 
 

 

Finance 

Todd Turner 
 

 

Treasurer 

Chad Cronshaw 
 

 

Recording Secretary 

Sandi Fratzke 
 

 

Staff Pastor Parish  
Relations 

Warren Wright 
 

 

Methodist Women 

Phyllis Hoffman 
 

United Methodist Men 
Brian Barnes 

 

 

Memorial Fund Treasurer 

Lynda Palmatary 
 

 

Lay Members to  
Conference 

Bob and Sandy Harris 
 

 

Outreach 

Larisa Thomas 
 

 

Worship 

Pastor Chris Pettit 
 

Sunday School 
Superintendent 
Kim Parkerson 

MESSENGER 
 the            

Our Mission Is To Make Disciples For Jesus Christ! 

November 2018 

Mission Minded by Pastor Chris  

 
One of the movies I am looking forward 
to seeing soon (and by the time you 
read this, I hope to have done so), is 
First Man starring Ryan Gosling. Ac-
cording to IMDb.com, the film is “a Bio-
pic on the life of the legendary American 
Astronaut Neil Armstrong from 1961-
1969, on his journey to becoming the 
first human to walk the moon. Exploring 
the sacrifices and costs on the nation 
and Neil himself, during one of the most 
dangerous missions in the history of 
space travel.”  
  
My earliest memory is sitting in front of a 
black and white television with my par-
ents and neighbors as shadowy images 
of Neil walking on the moon filled the 
screen with newscaster Walter Cronkite 
gave the play by play. My mom insists 
there is no way I remember this since I 
was two – and granted, the memory is 
very brief and fragmented, but the im-
age is there. I don’t remember what I 
heard from that day, but of course, 
Neil’s first words have been recorded for 
all of history, “That’s one small step for 
man, one giant leap for mankind.”  
  
NASA had a clear mission in the sixties: 
to be the first to put a man on the moon. 
In the trailer for the movie, we hear 
Neil’s son ask him, “What are you going 
to say when you get onto the moon?” to 
which Neil replies “A lot of things have 
to go right before that happens.” And a 
lot of things did have to go right for that 
to happen. A lot of smart, gifted people 

had to work together, figure out complex 
math equations, design equipment and 
new technologies, train for the unex-
pected, and pick themselves back up 
when tragedy threatened to derail the 
whole enterprise (specifically the death 
of three astronauts during the Apollo 1 
test launch). Yet with a clear mission 
before them, an organization of highly 
dedicated men and women achieved 
their goal on July 20, 1969 when the lu-
nar module Eagle landed on the moon 
and Neil Armstrong took that first step. 
   
Isn’t it amazing what a group of people 
can do when they are dedicated to 
achieving a clear mission?  I’m sure you 
can see where I am going here. In Mat-
thew 28:16-20, Jesus gave us our mis-
sion.  “Then the eleven disciples went to 
Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus 
had told them to go. When they saw 
him, they worshiped him; but some 
doubted. Then Jesus came to them and 
said, “All authority in heaven and on 
earth has been given to me. Therefore 
go and make disciples of all na-
tions, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit, and teaching them to obey every-
thing I have commanded you. And sure-
ly I am with you always, to the very end 
of the age.” 
 
This mission is why we exist as a 
church. It contains a primary objective: 
“Go…make disciples of all nations.” This 
is an outward focused command.  
 

...continued on next page 
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The End of the Drought 
Dale Becraft, CUMC Prayer Ministries 

 
Everyone has been there. A time in your life that seemed like a dry season. A 
time when God seemed inactive in your life. When we talk about droughts or dry 
seasons in the Bible, or the church, or more specifically in our lives, what are we 
talking about? What do I mean by a drought? Not necessarily talking about 
health, finances, relationships, the situations of our lives. But our situations can 
be doing a lot better than our souls. If my soul is dry, I can appear successful on 
the outside but be weeping on the inside. If my soul is dry…! 
The good news is, God will not leave you there. He is teaching you to pray and 
watch, for when you seem to see nothing happening, a cloud is starting to form. So it was with Israel dur-
ing the time of Elijah and King Ahab. 41 And Elijah said to Ahab, “Go, eat and drink, for there is the sound 
of a heavy rain.” 42 So Ahab went off to eat and drink, but Elijah climbed to the top of Carmel, bent down 
to the ground and put his face between his knees. 

43 “Go and look toward the sea,” he told his servant. And he went up and looked. 

“There is nothing there,” he said. 

Seven times Elijah said, “Go back.” 

44 The seventh time the servant reported, “A cloud as small as a man’s hand is rising from the sea.” 

So Elijah said, “Go and tell Ahab, ‘Hitch up your chariot and go down before the rain stops you.’” 

45 Meanwhile, the sky grew black with clouds, the wind rose, a heavy rain started falling and Ahab rode off 
to Jezreel. 46 The power of the Lord came on Elijah and, tucking his cloak into his belt, he ran ahead of 
Ahab all the way to Jezreel.” I Kings 18:41-46 
The point of this illustration is that Elijah prayed in faith and saw the end of the dry season well before it 
rained. He instructed his servant to look again and again because he knew God was true. The same 
holds true for you. If you are in a dry season, pray and watch God bring the rains of the Spirit upon your 
life. If you have prayed and don’t see anything…look again! 

Prayer Ministry Opportunities 

Intercessory Prayer     School of Healing 
Monday at 7pm      Tuesdays (2nd & 4th) Advanced Healing 7p.m. 
Tuesdays at 10am 
 
Healing Room: focused one on one prayer with the Healing prayer team. By appointment. To schedule contact 
dale.becraft@gmail.com 
 
Healing Service 4th Sunday of each month 7pm 

Continued from cover... 

 
 We must always put those outside of the church before those inside the church. This does not mean we ignore 

the need for healthy community, for caring for each other, for strong bonds of fellowship – we are most certainly 

called to love one another – but the mission is to invite others (outsiders) into this community, followed by 

teaching and baptizing. To do so will require a life of sacrifice from each member of the community, just as Jesus 

sacrificed for us. We sacrifice our own wants and desires so that we may practice true hospitality – so that our 

church is welcoming and inviting and people can hear the gospel of Jesus Christ. This endeavor will require all of 

us to work together, find new ways of reaching this generation and the next, and continually move forward – 

even when we face setbacks. 
 

Pastor Chris Pettit 
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Fall 2018 – Spring 2019 

Connections Pastor/Young Life Leader: Rudy Draper (410-708-7761/rudyld3@hotmail.com) 

 
*Highlighted Items (Red) are Event/Fundraisers/ Registration Required Items.Locations/Additional 
Information and Events announced via social media or text/email questions! 

October 2018 
 
2nd- Young Life Club 
4th- Young Life Campaigners 
7th- The Sower-Skyzone Newark Delaware 
8th- Wyldlife Club CMS  
9th- Young Life Club 
11th- Young Life Campaigners 
14th-The Sower Small Groups/Worship (Wk1) 
16th – Young Life Club 
18th – Young Life Campaigners 
21st-The Sower Small Groups/Worship (Wk2) 
22nd – Wyldlife Club CMS 
23rd-Young Life Club All Area Halloween 
25th – Young Life Campaigners 
26th – The Sower Middle School Dance 
28

th
- The Sower Small Groups/Worship (Wk3) 

30th- Young Life Club Halloween Party 

November 2018 
 
1st- Young Life Campaigners 
4th- The Sower Small Groups/Worship (Wk4) 
6th- Young Life Club 
8th- Young Life Campaigners 
10th- The Sower Barnyard Party 
12th- No Wyldlife Club! 
13th- Young Life Club 
14th- Breakfast for Dinner Fundraiser 
15th- Young Life Campaigners 
18th- The Sower Small Groups/Worship (Wk1) 
20th- NO YL CLUB 
22nd- NO YL CAMPAIGNERS 
25th- The Sower Small Groups/ Worship (Wk2) 
26th- Wyldlife Club CMS 
27

th
- Young Life Club  

29th – Young Life Campaigners 

December 2018 
 
2nd- The Sower Small Groups/Worship (Wk3) 
4th- Young Life Club  
6th – Young Life Campaigners 
7th-9th- Young Life Winter Wknd @ Northbay 
9th- The Sower Small Groups/Worship (Wk4) 
10th – Wyldlife Club CMS 
11th- Young Life Club 
13th- Young Life Campaigners 
16th- The Sower Christmas Party / Christmas  
        Cookie Fundraiser  
18th- Young Life Christmas Party 
20th- No Campaigners 
25th- CHRISTMAS (No Club) 
27th- No Campaigners 

January 2019 
 
3rd- Young Life Campaigners  
13th- The Sower Small Groups/Worship (Wk1) 
17th- Young Life Campaigners  
20th- The Sower Small Groups/Worship (Wk2) 
24th- Young Life Campaigners 
25th-27th- Winter Meltdown at RVR 

Breakfast for Dinner  

November 14th 
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CORSICA HILLS SCHEDULE FOR 2018-2019   
Emily Parry 410-758-1291 

 

 
Dear Friends: 
This is a tentative schedule for the services at Corsica Hills Nursing Home held on the 2

nd
 Sun-

day of each month, at 2:30 p.m. As you can see from the schedule, we need helpers with this 
service. If you are looking for a way to serve and be blessed as well, we welcome you. Ways to 
help: singers, readers of Scripture, helpers for residents to find pages in the songbook, warm 
smiles and greetings for all attending. The services are informal but we do make every effort to 
provide a church-like setting. Please contact Emily Parry at 410-758-1291 if you want to serve in 
this ministry. 

DATE GROUP LEADER 

November 11, 2018 Chancel Choir Jodi Bortz 

December 9, 2018 United Meth. Men Tom Scull 

January 13, 2019 Young Adult SS Barry Ebersole 

February 10, 2019 United Meth. Women Phyllis Hoffman 

March 10, 2019 Volunteers needed  

April 14, 2019 Prayer David & Pat Beecher 

May 12, 2019 Volunteers needed  

June 9, 2019 Volunteers needed  

July 14, 2019 Volunteers needed  

August 11, 2019 Volunteers needed  

CHRISTMAS COOKIE FUNDRAISER 
 
We are looking for people to bake between 2-3 dozen cookies for a cookie sale on December 
16th. Cookies will be sold before and after the Christmas play. If you have any questions please 
call or email Ashlyn Gilmore at 410-739-3100/ Gilmore.ashlyn@yahoo.com 

When you come to church on Sundays, take a look at your friends who normally sit 

around you – notice anyone missing?  Has there been a familiar face who always 

seems to be in church yet you haven’t seen them for a while? If so, please let us 

know! We try to reach out to anyone who has been absent, but many times it’s hard 

to keep track of everyone for various reasons. That’s where you can help! Let us 

know if someone is missing so we can let them know they are missed. All you need 

to do is reach out to the church office, Pastor Chris, or Pastor Robyn.  Many thanks! 
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Outreach:  
Reaching out into our Community to make a difference  

By Larisa Thomas h410-758-2144/c240-994-5042 

 
Upcoming Outreach Opportunities For Our Congregation:  
Saturdays  Habitat for Humanity Build at 314 Little Kidwell  

Weekday 1 hour Volunteer to cover Resource Center lunch shift 

Oct. 28-30  Casseroles needed for Our Homeless Shelter 

Nov 3 8:30-1:30 Volunteer for Make a Difference Day (homeless resource day) 

Nov 6 6:30-8 ASP Interest Meeting 

Nov 10  Christmas Shoeboxes due 

Nov 14/15 5-8 PM Feed A Family Turkey Meals Due 

Nov 17 9-1 PM Volunteer to Deliver Turkey Meals 

Dec. 1-3 6-midnight Volunteer to Staff/Feed Our Homeless Shelter at KIUMC 

Jan. 2-6  Tentative Mission Trip to Hurricane Area 

 

Feed A Family Turkey Tags  

We are gearing up for the 2018 Community Thanksgiving Food Program! This is the 5th year expanding 

to the Centreville Area. Together we serve more than 450 families in our county. All families have to do 

to participate is call in and submit applications.  

 

What do we do? Chose a Turkey Tags in the Narthex (sign the sheet) and purchase items to make a non

-perishable dinner and bring a frozen turkey. All instructions are on the tag. Dinners get returned to the 

drop-off site in the old Narrows Outlets November 14 & 15 (volunteers needed to help check them in and 

then to help on delivery day November 17th which is a great family activity).  

Resource Center needs 1 hour volunteers 

The Havens Ministries Resource Center located in St. Paul’s here in town needs a handful of people to 

volunteer 1 hour a week (or once every 2 weeks) to cover during lunch breaks.  

Appalachia Mission Trip Interest  Meeting Nov. 6 

Come find out about helping restore buildings in Appalachia. First meeting is November 6th at 6:30 PM.  

Give Your $5 Mission Support for Fresh Water Wells in Congo 

We are looking to finish collecting our CUMC $2,500 Covenant Commitment for our Mission support in 
the Congo. Through Dr. Jonathan and Donna Baker, we are supporting the creation of fresh water wells 
in the inner Congo. CUMC asks for every person to donate at least $5/year. Envelopes are located 
throughout church, or you can simply put ‘Congo’ in the memo line of a check. Rev. Dr. Jonathan Baker 
and Donna Baker are working in conjunction with the Central Congo Partnership, supported by our 
church conference. Check out the website with the details of the work taken on by the Central Congo 
Partnership at http://www.congo-mission.org/ or on Facebook at: Congo Partnership.  

Donations needed for the CUMC Food Bank: 

Low on cereal, juice & canned fruit. Always need: canned meat & laundry detergent. Thank you! We cur-

rently do have enough vegetables and beans. 
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It is again time for us to focus on the QAC Homeless Shelter, Our Ha-
ven, which is run out of Kent Island UMC. CUMC’s dates to help out are 
Dec. 1-3, Jan. 2-5, Feb. 15-19, and March 11-14. We need 2 volunteers 
for the 6PM to midnight shift for each night (one must be female). The 
main part of this job is just hanging out and is a great time to catch up 
on your reading, or you can jump in on a game of Mexican Train Domi-
noes with the Guests,  
Dinner is provided by a member of our church, who will cook and serve 
a meal for 10 to 20 people staying at the shelter. It does not have to fan-
cy; in fact, plain home cooking is great! Some past dinners included 
chili, soup, spaghetti, hot dogs, and casseroles, whatever you feel like 

cooking. Feel free to bring a few family members or friends to help serve (although we need to limit it to 6-
7 at most, so we don’t intimidate the guests). All youth volunteers under 18 years of age must stay with 
an adult at all times and leave the shelter by 8 PM. We will also be looking for some casserole makers to 
help with some November Dinners. Let us know if you want to be added to our ‘Potential Casserole Cook-
er’ contact list. 
 
We are using a new sign up system this year! Signups will be done through a link on our CUMC website 
under ‘Serve’ tab via SignUp Genius. This is the program CUMC will be using for many registrations. If 
you need help registering, call Larisa and she will gladly do it for you.  

Did you know? UM Stance on online ordination certificates. 
The United Methodist Church does not recognize online or mail-order ordination certificates, and in fact, if a 

member is “ordained” by such an organization, he or she is (unwittingly) revoking their church membership.  It 

has become a common practice today for couples to ask a friend or family member to officiate their wedding – 

especially if the couple is not connected to a church.  According the Maryland Courts website 

(courts.state.md.us), wedding “ceremonies can be performed by an official of a religious order (such as an or-

dained minister), the Clerk of the Circuit Court, a deputy clerk designated by the county administrative circuit 

court judge, a judge.” Since the state does not set criteria for ordination and loosely defines “religious order”, 

the door is wide open for various organizations to claim religious status and offer ordination certificates with 

ease.  When an applicant receives an ordination certificate from one of these “religious orders”, they effectively 

place themselves under the religious authority of that organization, thus revoking any standing church member-

ship they hold.  One commonly used organization states on their website: “We hold no deity (or deities) over 

another – in our view, all belief systems are equally valuable.” This is in direct conflict with the first command-

ment, “I am the Lord thy God! Thou shalt have no other gods but me.”   
In the United Methodist Church, to be ordained is to be officially recognized by the Church, laity and clergy 

alike, as being set apart for ministry and to have obtained the training, education and oversight necessary to 

fulfill the duties and responsibilities of a clergy person; this takes 

years of work, which include a mentoring process, a seminary 

degree or equivalent, two years of probationary service, and a 

commitment to a life living into the highest Christian ideals.   
So what if a friend asks you to perform his or her wed-

ding ceremony?  Let them know that you would love to partic-

ipate, you can give a prayer or share some meaningful words, but 

that you are not allowed as a member of the UMC to officiate.  

You can always recommend they speak to either Pastor Robyn 

or Pastor Chris.  
So what if you are a member of CUMC and currently 

hold an “ordination certificate” from another organiza-

tion?  Contact the governing body of the organization that is-

sued the certificate and let them know you want to revoke your 

license.  Once revoked,  let Pastor Chris know and he would be 

happy to meet with you and renew your vows to the UMC. 



 

 

Meet Our Team 
Chris Pettit, Pastor                                                                                    CPettit@centreville-umc.com 
Robyn Brown, Associate Pastor                                                           RBrown@centreville-umc.com 

Tammi Clark, Office Manager                                                                 TClark@centreville-umc.com 
Charlene S. Brown, Membership Secretary                        CSmallwoodbrown@centreville-umc.com 

Doug Witt, Newsletter                                                         DWitt@centreville -umc.com 

Rudy Draper, Youth Director                                                               RDraper@centreville-umc.com 
Jodi Bortz, Music Director                                                                        JBortz@centreville-umc.com 

Will Covington, Technology Director                                           WCovington@centreville-umc.com 
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October in Pictures 
 

UMM Chicken BBQ 
 

New Members 
 

Sower Student  
Ministries Worship  

Service 
& 

Costume Party 
 

Food Bank  

 

 



Centreville United Methodist Church 
608 Church Hill Road 
Centreville, MD 21617 

www.centreville-umc.com 
 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

NOVEMBER AT GLANCE 

 
Nov 5        7:00 PM       Trustees Meeting 
Nov 6        6:30 PM       ASP Meeting 
Nov 7      10:00 AM       Food Pantry 
Nov 8        5:30 PM       Worship/Music Meeting 
Nov 13      5:30 PM       SPRC Meeting 
                  6:30 PM       UMM Meeting 
Nov 14      5:00 PM       Breakfast for Dinner 
Nov 19      7:00 PM       Finance Meeting 
Nov 20      6:00 PM       Church Conference 
Nov 26   12:00  PM       Blood Bank 
 
 
All dates are subject to change.  Please confirm with the Church Office or Ministry Chair. 

 
Making d isciples of Jesus Christ for the tra n sformation of the world. 

Scan for Online Giving 

Centreville United 
Methodist Church 

 

SUNDAY WORSHIP 
Contemporary Family Service 8:40 a.m. 

Traditional Service 11:00 a.m. 
Nursery Services Available 

 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES 
Kid Zone during 8:40 a.m. Service 

Sunday School 9:50 a.m. 

(plus two adult classes) 

CYM (Centreville Youth Ministries) 

Sunday 5:30 
 

Contact Information 
(410) 758-0868 

Fax (410) 758-1248 
www.centreville-umc.com 


