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August 2018 

Reclaiming Civility by Pastor Chris 

 
Know this, my beloved brothers: let every person be quick to hear, slow to speak, slow to 

anger; for the anger of man does not produce the righteousness of God.  James 1:19-20 

 
An old college buddy of mine, who I believe would identify himself as a moderate 

democrat, recently posted on Facebook the following question to his friends of 

the opposite political persuasion: “Do you still believe in Trump? If so please elab-
orate and do not use arguments of pro-conservatism or anti-Democrats as an ar-

gument for continued support of Trump.” I personally do not find social media an 

effective platform for meaningful conversation and I was curious how long it would 

take before the comments turned nasty.  I was pleasantly surprised that the first 

couple of responses were civil: expressions of friendship, asking about the family, 

followed by honest opinions from a different perspective.  When I say the “first 

couple of responses”, I mean two.  After that, it quickly devolved into vitriol and 

name-calling back and forth across the political divide.   

 

Set a guard, O Lord, over my mouth; keep watch over the door of my lips! Psalm 141:3 

 
But that seems to be typical of conversation in the public sphere today.  The ac-

cessibility of the soapbox, by which I mean the ability to state your opinion with-

out having to look people in the eye when doing so, and a media machine intent 

on dividing people into “us” versus “them” categories, has dramatically altered our 

ability to interact and be civil. Has anyone ever changed someone’s opinion with a 

tweet? At least we don’t have this issue within the Church…oh, wait a minute. 

 
There is one whose rash words are like sword thrusts, but the tongue of the wise 

brings healing. Proverbs 12:18 

 
I recently attended the Longest Table, an event organized and hosted by the QAC 

Library as part of the “Choose Civility” community initiative.  The goal of the 

event was simple enough – bring people from across the community together for 

a meal and let them engage in conversation.  Weather forced the event indoors, 

but that did not dampen the spirits of those participating.  Most of those seated in 

my vicinity were strangers to me.  We did not share all the same political, reli-
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 religious, social views and we still got along!  It was an enjoyable event – but one that got me asking my-

self “why is the Church not the model for civility?” 

 
Let your speech always be gracious, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how you ought to answer each per-

son.  Colossians 4:6 

 
There is a great article in Christianity Today titled “A Healthier Approach to Disagreement in the 

Church Begins With One Unusual Word” by James Calvin Davis (August 2017).  The unusual word Cal-
vin is referencing is “forbearance”, a Christian virtue literally meaning to “hold back.”  He gives an exam-

ple from the letter to the Colossians: apparently there was a sect within the church teaching a gospel dif-

ferent from what the apostles taught in regards to Jesus’ divinity.  Paul is clear in his rejection of their 

teachings, but also notes how the church – even when in clear disagreement – was to reflect the One 

they chose to follow, Jesus Christ.  
“As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, meek-

ness, and patience. Bear with one another [forbearance] and, if anyone has a complaint against another, 

forgive each other; just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. Above all, clothe your-

selves with love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony.” (Col. 3:12–14)  Calvin concludes 

“in the Letter to the Colossians we see not only an acknowledgment that unity and disagreement can 

exist together but also an illustration of how forbearance can be practiced without the abandonment of 

principle and conviction.” 

 

A fool takes no pleasure in understanding, but only in expressing his opinion. Proverbs 18:2 

 
Church, may we be quick to listen and slow to speak.  I challenge you to invite Jesus to examine your 

own speech (verbal or written) and to practice forbearance. Stand firm in your convictions when they 

align with scripture, but do not fall into the trap of believing you are correct in all your views (read Jesus’ 

interactions with the Pharisees) or that your neighbor is your enemy.  Practice civility! Do not fuel the 

fires of discord that seem to be spreading throughout our land. 

 
But what comes out of the mouth proceeds from the heart, and this defiles a person.  For out of the heart 

come evil thoughts, murder, adultery, sexual immorality, theft, false witness, slander.  These are what defile a per-

son.  

Matthew 15:18-20 

PRAYER & HEALING MINISTRY 
 
School of Healing of Ministry- Tuesdays at 6:30 PM. A biblically based study on the dynamics of the healing  
ministry. 
 
Intercessory Prayer Team- Mondays at 7:00 pm & Tuesdays at 10:00 am. Prayers over the church, the nation and 
world events. 
 
The Healing Room: Saturdays at 10:00 am. The opportunity to receive hands on, focused prayer from the Healing 
Prayer Team by appointment. To schedule email Dale Becraft at dale.becraft@gmail.com or contact the church of-
fice. 
 
Healing Service- Every 4th Sunday at 7:00 pm. Worship and Bible teaching with a ministry time focused on  
physical and inner healing. 
 
Come and receive a blessing!  
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The Quest for Discipleship 
Preface 

 
Then Jesus came to then and said, “All authority in heaven 

and on earth has been given to me. Therefore, go and make 
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Fa-
ther and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them 
to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely, I am 
with you always, to the very end of the age.” (Matthew 28:18-

20) 
 

When Jesus gave us the Great Commission in Mat-
thew 28:18-20, it initiated a call to a journey for every 
follower of Jesus, to go in His authority and power, to 
make men and women more than just a convert to 
Christianity. That is only the beginning. We are to 
make genuine disciples for Jesus Christ. But herein 
lies the snag for modern Christians; you first must be a disciple before you can 
make a disciple. This becomes a quest that goes far beyond denominational affili-
ations, methodologies, and doctrine. It cuts to the core of who we really are as a 
Christian. That is the quest! Simply put discipleship in our day and time is nothing 
short of radical Christian living. A disciple is an apprentice of a master. The goal is 
to become like the master in every way. A disciple is one who listens to the master 
intently, hanging on every word. A disciple watches closely everything that the 
master does.  If the process is successful, the apprentice becomes like the mas-
ter. 
 
Jesus is obviously our Master and as a disciple I must hang on every word that he 
says. I must watch intently everything that he does so that I can do the same. 
Once I have become like the Master, I am to teach others to become like Him as 
well. What this involves is an intensive, hands on process of declaring the Gospel 
of the Kingdom of God and demonstrating the power of the same gospel through 
miracles, signs and wonders, and acts of compassion, just as Jesus, Himself, had 
done. But we are not just to do it, but to teach others to do it as well. 
 
One of the biggest stumbling blocks to this quest is the busyness of life. There are 
so many things that are vying for our time and attention There are no shortcuts to 
becoming a disciple. It’s takes time listening to and watching Jesus. It takes a con-
certed effort to weed out the things in our lives that bear no fruit for the Kingdom of 
God, in order to be taught by the Master. It also takes time to do the works of the 
Master as well. It takes simplification of our lives. It takes spiritual discipline. It 
takes the refocusing our lives for the purpose we were created; to spend time with 
Jesus and to finish His work here on earth. 
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NEWSLETTER PICTURES 
 

If you have any pictures from church activities, trips, groups, events, etc. 
and wouldn't mind sharing them for the newsletter you can send your pic-
tures to Doug Witt at dwitt@centreville-umc.com. Any amount of pictures 
are greatly appreciated.   

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
 

The Sunday School program is in need of Sunday School teachers for the up-
coming 2018-2019 year. If you are interested, please contact Kim Parkerson 
at 410-758-2381 or kimkeith@atlanticbb.net 

Expanded Services at our 
Church Pantry Include Food 
Nutrition Education Program  

 
by April Sharp 

 
Beginning in August, shoppers 
at our food pantry will benefit 

from a new partnership with the UMD Cooperative Extension Service and a dedicated group of 
volunteers on the Food NET (Nutrition Education Team).  Joining forces with Cooperative Exten-
sion will enable our dedicated volunteers to: 
 
Provide tastings of nutritious recipes made with farm fresh produce 
Provide recipe cards, small kitchen gadgets, and the ingredients to make the recipe at home. 
Provide consistent health nutrition messages. 
Increase ability for customers to prepare and serve Healthy Family Meals through interactive dis-
plays, and printed materials. 
 
Help families use foods distributed more fully, in multiple ways. 
 
Now here are the details. The Food NET team with the guidance and training of Ashley 
McGlaughlin, Cooperative Extension FSNE Coordinator, will plan, prepare and educate our cus-
tomers at each CUMC food pantry (first Wednesdays) beginning in August. Then in October, the 
same program will be offered during the Haven Ministries Food Pantry on the third Friday of the 
month. 
 
In August all interested food pantry volunteers are invited and encouraged to participate in a 
training given by the Cooperative Extension Office which will focus on aspects of Healthy Food 
choices and preparation, and food safety. 
 
Watch for announcements with the training specifics. 
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Hey everyone!  
 
The Lord is working in powerful ways this season for the youth in Queen Anne’s County and at Centre-
ville United Methodist Church. Partnership in the body of Christ between our church and Young Life has 
allowed us to offer more outreach to teens in the area than ever before. Each week, Middle School and 
High School Students are invited to Youth Group at Centreville United Methodist Church prior to the 
evening service where they play games, eat snacks, and hear God’s word.  
 
Through partnership with Young Life, we are also ministering to High School Students each week on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays through “Club” and “Campaigners.” Club happens on Tuesdays, it is a “party 
with a purpose,” where kids who know Jesus help put together a party for the “furthest out kid” to come 
have a blast and hear the gospel presented in a way everyone understands and relates. Campaigners 
happens on Thursdays. It is an opportunity for the same kids to dive deeper into the good news of Jesus 
Christ. To grow in their faith and learn to get into the Word like never before. This time in the word is sup-
plemented by an additional Bible Study for High School Students at the parsonage the first Wednesday of 
every month!  
 
In the midst of all these great things is the most important part. A team of adult leaders are doing contact 
work, entering the lives of kids daily, from sports games to dance recitals, to just getting coffee, and even 
by substitute teaching in the schools, Jesus is being shared by doing life together. 1 Thessalonians 2:8 
says “so we cared for you. Because we loved you so much, we were delighted to share with you not only 
the gospel of God but our lives as well.” We get to do life together with the kids and be the hands and feet 
of Christ.  
 
Church, we get the amazing opportunity to share the good news of Jesus Christ with the young people 
who shape tomorrow. What an honor and a privilege! If you would like to be a part of ministering to the 
youth in our area, please let us know! You can contact me (Rudy) at 410-708-7761 (cell) or by email at 
rdraper@centreville-umc.com Whether it is through the sharing of resources, volunteering with the youth 
in our church or in Young Life, or serving on a committee, you could help!  
Stay tuned for excited things to come in the future! 
 
UPDATE: In June we took 41 high school  
students to Rockbridge Young Life Camp in  
Goshen, Virginia where students got to hear and 
respond to the good news of Jesus Christ!  
-Rudy  
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PIZZA WITH THE PASTOR 
 

Are you new to CUMC?   
If so, I hope you will consider coming over to the parsonage (house 

next to church) for lunch on one of following Sundays at noon.  We 

will order pizza and get to know one another.  Children welcome! 

Please let me know that you are coming, either in person or calling/

texting 410-739-4364.   

 

Meet & Greet Dates 

 Sunday, September 2 

 Sunday, October 7 

 Sunday, November 11 

 Sunday, December 9 

Above: Volunteers setting up for Food Pantry 

Above: July 

movie night 

 
Left: Our next 

Outdoor Movie 

on August 24th 

at 8pm 



 

 In our 
Prayers 

Meet Our Team 
Chris Pettit, Pastor                                                                                    CPettit@centreville-umc.com 
Robyn Brown, Associate Pastor                                                           RBrown@centreville-umc.com 

Tammi Clark, Office Manager                                                                 TClark@centreville-umc.com 
Charlene S. Brown, Membership Secretary                        CSmallwoodbrown@centreville-umc.com 

Doug Witt, Newsletter                                                         DWitt@centreville -umc.com 

Rudy Draper, Youth Director                                                               RDraper@centreville-umc.com 
Jodi Bortz, Music Director                                                                        JBortz@centreville-umc.com 

Will Covington, Technology Director                                           WCovington@centreville-umc.com 
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“And the prayer offered in faith will make the sick person well” James 5:15 

When you come to church on Sundays, take a look at your 

friends who normally sit around you – notice anyone missing?  

Has there been a familiar face who always seems to be in 

church yet you haven’t seen them for a while? If so, please let 

us know! We try to reach out to anyone who has been absent, 

but many times it’s hard to keep track of everyone for various 

reasons. That’s where you can help! Let us know if someone is 

missing so we can let them know they are missed. All you need 

to do is reach out to the church office, Pastor Chris, or Pastor 

Robyn.  Many thanks! 
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Centreville United Methodist Church 
608 Church Hill Road 
Centreville, MD 21617 

www.centreville-umc.com 
 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

AUGUST AT GLANCE 

 
1st      10:00 AM-12:00 PM       Food Pantry 

           12:00 PM                         Lunch & Learn Dept. of Aging 

17th   5:30–7:00 PM                  Haven Ministries Food  Pantry 

20th   7:00 PM                           Finance Meeting 

23rd   2:00 PM                           Sight & Sounds Bus Trip 

24th   8:00 PM                           Outdoor Movie Night 

28th   6:30 PM                           Administrative Council Mtg 
 
 
 
 
All dates are subject to change.  Please confirm with the Church Office or Ministry Chair. 

 
Making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. 

Scan for Online Giving 

Centreville United 
Methodist Church 

 

SUNDAY WORSHIP 
Contemporary Family Service 8:40 a.m. 

Traditional Service 11:00 a.m. 
Contemporary Service 7:00 p.m. 

Nursery Services Available 
 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES 
Kid Zone during 8:40 a.m. Service 

Sunday School 9:50 a.m. 

(plus two adult classes) 

CYM (Centreville Youth Ministries) 

Sunday 5:30 
High School Bible Study, 

1st Wednesday Of The Month 7:00 p.m. 
 

Contact Information 
(410) 758-0868 

Fax (410) 758-1248 
www.centreville-umc.com 


