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Our Mission Is To Make Disciples For Jesus Christ! 

april 2018 

Disciples Give Witness     Pastor Chris Pettit 
 

But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to every-

one who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentle-

ness and respect (1 Peter 3:15) 

 
I have shared with many of you the story of how I came to follow Jesus. The brief sum-

mary I have shared usually covers my time as a restaurant owner, the strain that experi-

ence put on my marriage to Krista, the decision to close the doors of my business at a 

huge personal loss, and the realization that my wife had had enough of my ways and was 

ready to leave. It was at this point that I knew I was unable to save myself and I needed to 

take Jesus at his word. But there was much more that happened that led me to put my full 

trust and faith in my Lord. It is impossible to capture every instance that God used to 

draw me to Himself, but the witness of various Christians whom God brought into my life 

played a significant role. 

 
When I was in my twenties, I shared office space with a co-worker who was a devout fol-

lower of Jesus Christ. She demonstrated the right balance of living out her faith publicly, 

yet not judging others who did not share her belief. Her life as a single mom trying to 

raise a young son was not easy, and she was open about the challenges she faced. It was 

because she was so approachable and real that I felt comfortable discussing issues of faith 

with her. 

 
When I owned my restaurant, one of my regular customers was a father who, every 

weekday morning, would eat breakfast with his teenage son before dropping him off at 

school and then heading off to work. They would spend a half hour talking and spending 

quality time together and I knew I wanted to have a similar relationship with my own son 

who was just a toddler at the time. I told him once that I admired the relationship he had 

with his boy, which led to a discussion about how his faith shaped his understanding of 

fatherhood. He invited me to a men’s Bible study. 

 
These are just two of the many witnesses for Christ that I encountered in my life. That is 

what a disciple of Jesus Christ is to do, live out the hope that we have received and invite 

others to experience that same hope. Who are you witnessing to in your life?  When is 

the last time you invited someone to come and encounter the risen Lord? As a disciple, 

we have been given a mission – to make more disciples!  It starts with your witness. 
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From the War Room 

Dale Becraft 

 
There are many myths that are passed about the church in regards to Divine Healing. A myth is 
something that is commonly held to be true but has no factual basis. The only way to break the 
myth is with the truth and the only place I can find spiritual truth is from God’s Word. In Exodus 
15:26, God refers to Himself as the “Lord who healeth thee”. I have clearly seen both through 
scripture and experience that the Church possesses in Jesus, our Divine Healer, an immeasura-
ble treasure which she does not yet know how to fully appreciate. I am more convinced than ev-
er that the Word of God teaches us and the Lord expects of us, as a disciple, to do the works 
that He did through the power of the Holy Spirit. To proclaim the Gospel and demonstrate the 
power of God’s Kingdom is not for the few “super saints” but is an admonition for anyone who 
has faith in Jesus (John 14:12). I am equally convinced that that if we, as Christians, could learn 
to fully and practically realize the Presence of “the Lord who healeth thee”, we would see our 
spiritual life start to soar. James 5:15 says,

 “And the prayer offered in faith will make the sick 
person well; the Lord will raise them up. If they have sinned, they will be forgiven.” The prayer of 
faith is the means appointed by God for the cure of the sick, and this is not a myth, but a biblical 
truth. God’s sovereignty determines how and when healing will occur—but the means by which 
God gave his Church is prayer.  I believe that the study of this truth is essential for every one 
that desires to see the Lord manifest His power and His glory in the Church. I close with this 
passage, Praise the Lord, my soul; all my inmost being, praise his holy name.

2 
Praise 

the Lord, my soul, and forget not all his benefits—
3 
who forgives all your sins and heals all your 

diseases….” (Psalm 103:1-3) 

 
Upcoming Prayer Ministry Events 

Intercessory Prayer   Monday nights at 7:00 P.M. 
Power to Heal Bible Study  Tuesday nights at 6:30 P.M. 
Prayer Workshop  Saturday, April 7 at 10:00 A.M. (Topic: Spiritual Gifts and Prayer) 
Healing Service  Friday, April 13 at 7:00 P.M.  (Sanctuary)  

 

Outreach:  
Reaching Out into our Community to Make a 
Difference 
By Larisa Thomas 
 
Sign up to Help Rebuild in Queen Anne’s County April 28

th
 

CUMC will be working again with Rebuilding Together (local organization that helps local low-

income and disabled or elderly with home repairs) Saturday April 28
th
 to help people in Queen 

Anne’s County. Signup sheet and house information will be posted on the Outreach Bulletin 

Board across from the office. No experience is needed. Call Larisa Thomas at 410-758-2144 for 

more information. 
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PHOTOGRAPHERS 

NEEDED 
 

If you have any pictures from 
church activities, trips, groups, 
events, etc. and wouldn't mind 
sharing them for the newsletter 
you can send your pictures to Doug Witt at 
dwitt@centreville-umc.com. Any amount of pic-
tures are greatly appreciated.   

 

 

 

 
 

 

UMM ED PARRY  

SCHOLARSHIP 2018 
 

Announcing the United Methodist Men’s Ed 
Parry Scholarship program for 2018. The Ed 
Parry Scholarship assists active CUMC high 
school graduates in pursuing post-high school 
education. An information meeting about the 
program will be held April 15, 2018. Eligibility 
for scholarship consideration: active CUMC 
member, 2018 high school graduate, post-high 
school education commitment. 

CHICKEN BBQ 
 

The United Methodist 
Men's chicken BBQ 
will be Wednesday, 
April 25. Tickets will 
cost $9.00. The din-
ner this year will consist of  1/2 chicken, baked 
potato, salad, salad dressing and a roll. Tick-
ets will be available in the Narthex beginning 
April 8. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

& KIDS ZONE 
 
The Sunday school pro-
gram is in need of teach-
ers for the 2018-2019 
year. Please contact Kim 
Parkerson by email at kimkeith@atlanticbb.net 
or phone 410-758-2381. 
 
We are in need of volunteers to teach summer 
Sunday school that will take place during the 
early church service. Kid Zone will resume in 
September. We will have a sign up sheet for 
anyone willing to volunteer their time this sum-
mer for the children. The first Sunday of the 
month there will be No Sunday school so the 
children can join their parents in the sanctuary 
for worship. 

CLOVERTON CONCERT 

Friday, May 4th at 7pm 

Free Admission 

A Love Offering will be collected for Haven Ministries 

This up and coming band is currently on their BLOOM tour and is looking forward to their stop in 

Maryland as they perform here in Centreville. CLOVERTON scored the #1 most downloaded song in 

the history of KLOVE radio for their first single “Take Me Into The Beautiful”. The band followed up 

that effort with an unforgettable Christmas rendition of Leonard Cohen’s song “Hallelujah,” reaching 

millions of viewers (Youtube) in just weeks while climbing to the #1 slot on iTunes and being featured 

on CNN. “We get to hear and support a great band, raise funds for a vital local ministry, and bring 

tons of new people to our church—how exciting is that?” (Pastor Chris) 
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METHODIST WOMEN NEWS 
 

 

The Methodist Women will be having a bake sale during the 
UMM's Barbeque on April 25th. We need your delicious items 
to sell. Please find it in your hearts to donate something for the 
table. Items need to be at the church by 2:00 to be priced. We 
would appreciate anything you can make for us. Thank you so much. If you have any questions, 
please contact Phyllis Hoffman at 410-739-0851  
 
The Methodist Women will be offering Scholarships again this year to the 2018 graduates. You 
MUST be a member of the Centreville United Methodist Church and participate and active in the 
church's activities. The scholarship recognizes superior qualities and potential and is not always 
based on financial need. Emphasis will be placed  in part on academic ability, character, person-
ality and service to school, community and church. Applications will be available in the church 
office, during working hours beginning April 1st. Applications are to be returned back to the 
church office by Friday, May 11, 2018. Late applications WILL NOT be accepted. Applications 
should be addressed as follows: Centreville Methodist Women, Scholarship Application, 608 
Church Hill Road, Centreville Maryland  21617. ATT: Lynda Palmatary. Any questions concern-
ing this matter, please call Lynda Palmatary at 410-490-0878 
 
Our Methodist Women are active in many areas. We invite all women of the church to be a part 
of this wonderful group. Our next meeting will be on April 10 at 1:30 in the red room of the Sun-
day school wing. At that meeting we will be organizing our Spring Fling which will be held on 
May 12th from 10am until 2pm and Sunday the 13th during church hours. The Spring Fling is a 
perfect way to celebrate Mother's Day. We will have beautiful plants for sale, flowers, vegeta-
bles, and herbs. There will also be a jewelry sale. Lunch will also be available to purchase pro-
vided by Susie's Kitchen. There will be delicious soups and sandwiches. Plan to bring your loved 
ones for this wonderful event!!! 
 
The women sew each Monday at 9am in the red room. They make bibs, bags, quilts,etc for the 
nursing homes and for migrant workers and other groups needing hand made items. Anyone 
who can sew or cut or iron may join the group. It is a wonderful way to serve and to fellowship. 
The Methodist Women help with serving for funerals and other events. Any money raised is 
used for many things but one is for scholarships for graduating seniors. So mark your calendar 
for April 10th at 1:30 and May 8th at 1:30 for the meetings and May 12 and 13 for the Spring 
Fling! 

Confirmands visiting Barratt’s Chapel (above) 
Bus Trip to Museum of the Bible in DC 



 

 

Meet Our Team 
Chris Pettit, Pastor                                                                                    CPettit@centreville-umc.com 
Robyn Brown, Associate Pastor                                                           RBrown@centreville-umc.com 

Tammi Clark, Office Manager                                                                 TClark@centreville-umc.com 
Charlene S. Brown, Membership Secretary                        CSmallwoodbrown@centreville-umc.com 

Doug Witt, Newsletter                                                         DWitt@centreville -umc.com 

Rudy Draper, Youth Director                                                               RDraper@centreville-umc.com 
Jodi Bortz, Music Director                                                                        JBortz@centreville-umc.com 

Will Covington, Technology Director                                           WCovington@centreville-umc.com 
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When you come to church on Sundays, take a look at your 

friends who normally sit around you – notice anyone missing?  

Has there been a familiar face who always seems to be in 

church yet you haven’t seen them for a while? If so, please let 

us know! We try to reach out to anyone who has been absent, 

but many times it’s hard to keep track of everyone for various 

reasons. That’s where you can help! Let us know if someone is 

missing so we can let them know they are missed. All you need 

to do is reach out to the church office, Pastor Chris, or Pastor 

Robyn.  Many thanks! 

Brick orders being accepted… 
 

It’s the time of year again when we will be collecting orders for our Memorial Garden bricks. You can 

pick up your order form either in the church office or the “News Center” in the narthex. Please fill out 

your order and submit payment to the Church Office or Pastor Robyn. We will be collecting orders 

through the month of July and installing bricks at some point in the fall. All details are on the order 

forms. Consider this beautiful way to memorialize a loved one in the peacefulness and serenity of our 

Memorial Garden. 
 



 Centreville United Methodist Church 
608 Church Hill Road 
Centreville, MD 21617 

www.centreville-umc.com 
 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

APRIL AT GLANCE 

 
April 7th 10am  Prayer Workshop 

April 8th 10am            Confirmation Sunday 

April 10th 1:30pm UMW Meeting 

  6:30pm UMM Meeting 

April 13th 7pm  Healing Service 

April 25th   UMM Chicken BBQ  

     & Bake Sale 

April 28th   Rebuilding Together 

 
All dates are subject to change.  Please confirm with the Church Office or Ministry Chair. 

 
Making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. 

Scan for Online Giving 

Centreville United 
Methodist Church 

 

SUNDAY WORSHIP 
Contemporary Family Service 8:40 a.m. 

Traditional Service 11:00 a.m. 
Contemporary Service 7:00 p.m. 

Nursery Services Available 
 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES 
Kid Zone during 8:40 a.m. Service 

Sunday School 9:50 a.m. 

(plus two adult classes) 

CYM (Centreville Youth Ministries) 

Sunday 5:30 
High School Bible Study, 

1st Wednesday Of The Month 7:00 p.m. 
 

Contact Information 
(410) 758-0868 

Fax (410) 758-1248 
www.centreville-umc.com 


