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Gift Giving 

by Pastor Chris 

 
The Christmas gift-buying season is here! I ran across an interesting article online recently 
which referenced a survey conducted by Harris Poll on behalf of SunTrust Bank. The sur-
vey found that “69 percent of Americans would skip exchanging gifts if their family and 
friends agreed to it. The survey also showed that 60 percent of those surveyed said they 
would spend more time with friends and family if they didn’t have to worry about buying 
or making gifts” (minnesota.cbslocal.com, 11/13/17). Another article stated that a good 
size percentage of young people are still paying off their credit card debt from last Christ-
mas!   
Don’t worry, this is not an article where I will go on and on about the commercialization 
of Christmas. I think we all would agree that this season has gotten a bit out of hand – if 
you don’t think so, watch one of those videos of Walmart opening its doors on Black Fri-
day and the frenzy of customers knocking each other over to grab cheap merchandise. One 
of the fruits of the Spirit given to every believer of Jesus Christ is self-control (read Gala-
tians 5:22-23), but that fruit tends to go stale unless we use it. Establish a reasonable budg-
et for your gift-buying and stick with it – and look for ways to spend quality time with the 
ones you love. 
It is not the gift-buying season I want to focus on, it is the gift-giving season! Not just 
any gift, but specifically, the gift of Christ that we are to share with our family and friends. 
Jesus is God’s greatest gift to humankind and for those of us who have received this re-
markable gift, we are called to pass the news along to others. How are you preparing your-
self to share this gift? The thought of sharing our faith with others can seem daunting to 
many Christians. So here are a few tips: 

1. Pray – Ask God to open up opportunities for you to share your faith and then lis-
ten for the Spirit’s prompting. If we are regularly spending time in prayer and 
seeking guidance, then those prompts will come.   

2. Be Bold – only you know how God has been at work in your life. Share that story. 
People can argue “proofs of God”, but they can’t argue your personal testimony. 

3. Be Merry – Don’t be a grumpy Christian!  It is hard to accept Good News from 
someone whose demeanor is anything but merry! We should be the most joyous 
people on earth this time of year – we are celebrating the birth of our Savior! If 
you are grumpy, go to your knees and ask the Lord to reveal why. Are you with-
holding forgiveness? Are you not practicing self-control? 

4. Invite – The Christmas season is a great time of year to invite people to come to 
church with you. How hard is it to say, “Why don’t you come and join me at 
church this Sunday as we celebrate the season?” 

Change your perspective from gift-buying to gift-giving and I assure you that this 
Advent and Christmas season will fruitful and rewarding.  You will be giving the 
greatest gift of all – without going into debt! 
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Prayers Of Thanksgiving 
 

QUESTION: What do prayers of thanksgiving include?  
 
ANSWER:  
 
Prayers of thanksgiving are proclaimed throughout the 
Bible. In 1 Chronicles 16:7-36, we are shown through 
David’s song an excellent example of four elements in-
cluded in true thanksgiving:  
 
●Remembering what God has done for us. 
●Telling other about it. 
●Showing God’s glory to others. 
●Offering gifts of ourselves, our time, and our resources. 
 
Of the 150 psalms, David wrote 73 of them. This collec-
tion of prayers and songs express the heartfelt feelings 
from deep within his soul. In them, we can read prayers 
of thanks for answered prayer, deliverance from difficul-
ties, God’s greatness, His protection, His enduring mer-
cy, and never ending love. God provides all of those 
things for us still today.  
 
Prayers of giving thanks are indeed important as we all 
have reasons to be thankful. In fact, we are reminded 
“Keep on praying. No matter what happens, always be 
thankful, for this is God’s will. . .” (1 Thessalonians 5:18). 
We can be thankful for who God is and for the opportuni-
ty He gives us to turn to Him in all situations, good and 
bad. God is always there for us. Our sincere prayers let 
Him know that we are thankful for that. Prayers of 
thanksgiving should be a continuous part of our everyday 
lives.  
 
Psalm 100 is a vow of thanksgiving. It says, “Shout with 
joy to the LORD, O earth! Worship the LORD with glad-
ness. Come before Him, singing with joy. Acknowledge 
that the LORD is good! He made us, and we are His. We 
are His people, the sheep of His pasture. Enter His gates 
with thanksgiving; go into His courts with praise. Give 
thanks to Him and bless His name. For the LORD is 
good. His unfailing love continues forever, and His faith-
fulness continues to each generation.”  
 
The following song contains words stating what we 
should be most thankful for. Jesus came to pay the debt 
for sins of which we are all guilty; He was sacrificed and 
resurrected, paving the way for our forgiveness:  
 
Lord I lift your name on high 
And I come to sing your praises 
You came from heaven to earth, to show the way 
From the earth to the cross, my debt to pay 
From the cross to the grave, 
From the grave to the sky,  
Lord I lift your name on high.  
 
(Lord I Lift Your Name On High - Rick Founds, 1989)  

 
Learn More About Thanksgiving Prayer! 
 
WHAT DO YOU THINK? - We have all sinned and de-
serve God's judgment. God, the Father, sent His only 
Son to satisfy that judgment for those who believe in 
Him. Jesus, the creator and eternal Son of God, who 
lived a sinless life, loves us so much that He died for our 
sins, taking the punishment that we deserve, was buried, 
and rose from the dead according to the Bible. If you tru-
ly believe and trust this in your heart, receiving Jesus 
alone as your Savior, declaring, "Jesus is Lord," you will 
be saved from judgment and spend eternity with God in 
heaven. 
 
 
Prayer Workshop: Saturday, Dec. 2 at 10:00 A.M.  Top-
ic:” The Role of Worship in Effective Prayer” 

 

What Comes 

Next? 
 
What happens when we die? 
Where do we go? Is there an 
afterlife? Does the Bible say 
anything specific about heav-
en?  Has anyone been to 
heaven and returned with 

“insider information”? Join Dr. David Jeremiah for 
an in-depth look into what awaits us after our time 
in this life is finished. Heaven is the most encour-
aging subject in the Bible and the happiest loca-
tion in the universe – you should know all about it! 
Larisa Thomas will lead this DVD-based study as 
we explore the mysteries of what comes next! 
 
The study will be a total of 12 weeks. There will 
be two sessions offered – one on Wednesday 
mornings from 9:30-11:00 a.m., and the other on 
Wednesday evenings from 7:00-8:30 p.m. The 
dates are as follows: Jan. 17, 24, 31, February 7, 
14, 21, 28, March 7, 14, 21, 28, April 4. 
 
To register contact Pastor Robyn at 
rbrown@centreville-umc.com no later than 
Wednesday, January 10th. Please be sure to 
specify whether you will be joining the morning or 
evening study. The church will purchase the study 
guides and participants can reimburse the church 
once they register and receive their copy. 
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Outreach:  
Reaching Out into Our Community to Make a Difference 
By Larisa Thomas 
 
Coming Up:  
 
Dec 9  10 AM-12 Children’s Shop 
Jan 3-6 6-midnight Volunteer to Staff/Feed Shelter 

 
Please Help with QAC Homeless Shelter 

 
This is our second opportunity to help with the QAC Homeless Shelter, Our Haven, which is 
run out of Kent Island UMC, and we struggled to get all our shifts filled in November. CUMC’s upcoming dates to 
help out are Jan. 3-6, Feb. 27-March 3, and April 8-10. We need 2 volunteers for the 6PM to midnight shift for each 
night (one must be female). The main part of this job is fellowshipping with the guests, while making sure they follow 
the few rules. All guests are already screened and background checked by the shelter coordinators. Dinner is pro-
vided by a member of our church. Please sign up at the Outreach Bulletin Board. We have struggled to find volun-
teers for this, though those who have done it love it (ask the Kohnes). Come out and help out for a night to support 
those less fortunate.  
 
In addition, CUMC also needs church members to cook and serve a meal for 10 to 20 people staying at the shelter. 
It does not have to fancy; in fact, plain home cooking and one pot meals are great! Some past dinners included chili, 
soup, spaghetti, casseroles, sloppy joes… whatever you feel like cooking. Serving is easy- it is a cafeteria style 
where you just scoop onto the plate. All paper products are provided. Feel free to bring a few family members or 
friends to help (although we need to limit it to 6-7 at most, so we don’t intimidate the guests). All youth volunteers 
under 18 years of age must stay with an adult at all times and leave the shelter by 8 PM. Sign up at the Outreach 
Bulletin Board or contact Larisa Thomas 410-758-2144 for more details. 

 
Collecting for Children’s Shop 
 
We will hold our Children's Shopping on Saturday, December 9, 10-12 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall 
and Sunday school wing. This is a time for children to shop secretly for their families and friends. Each gift will be 
$2, and they will be guided around to choose their gifts and then taken to the wrapping room where the gifts will be 
wrapped and labeled for them to take home. There is a tub outside Fellowship Hall for donations. For information, to 
help, or to donate call Ann Harlan 410-739-8649. 
  
Missionary Update 
 
I am thrilled to say that we have made our Covenant Relationship Commitment to our Congo missionaries for 2017! 
Thank you to all who gave. Our missionaries, Jonathan and Donna Baker, work so hard to spread God’s Word to 
the Congo, along with the whole Congo Partnership that helps improve lives through the food pantries, medical clin-
ics, drilling of wells, and so much more. All proceeds over our $2500 commitment gets sent directly to the Congo 
Partnership for their use where needed the most.   

THANK YOU! 
 

Thanks to everyone for your support and excitement since “BEN” has been published! 
We had a wonderful turnout for the book release event in October, and I am enjoying 
the book clubs that are currently in progress. I couldn’t be more blessed to have such 
an amazing church family! 
 
Several of you have shared that you are planning on giving “BEN” to friends and family 
as Christmas gifts. Thank you for that! You will be giving someone the gift of faith and 
the story of salvation. I have plenty of copies on hand, so if you would like any addi-
tional copies please just let me know and I will put them aside for you. Many thanks 
again! My cup runneth over!  

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Page 4 

FOOD PANTRY FOOD DRIVE 2017 
 

November through December 
Thank you, church and Sunday School, for a successful 2016 holiday food drive.  We’re 

coming back again to ask your help for an even better response this year! 
 
As stated above, the Thanksgiving Food Drive will begin November 1 and run directly into the 
Christmas Food Drive which will begin December 1 (ending December 31). Our decorated bas-
kets will be available in the narthex as well as down the Sunday School wing. In truth, our food 
pantry drive is in operation all year, and we are most grateful to those of you who choose to fill 
our bins all year.—blessings. “What do you need?” is the most frequently asked question. It’s 
easy to answer—if it’s in your pantry at home, we can use it too. But let me be a little more spe-
cific and provide you with a shopping list to help you help us: 
 
Spaghetti sauces (in cans or jars)                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
spaghetti or pastas                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
canned fruits (in syrup or in its own juice)                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
sugar (a 1 lb. box that we find at Dollar Tree)                                                                                                                                                                                                              
jelly/jam                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
peanut butter                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
canned meats (Spam) or canned fish (tuna/salmon)                                                                                                                                                                                                             
condiments (ketchup, mustard, mayo, salt)                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
cooking oil                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
juices                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
cereals (hot, cold, instant)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
laundry soap (best buy we’ve found is at Dollar Tree)                                                                                                  
toiletries (toothpaste, tooth brush, deodorant, bar soap, shampoo, toilet tissue)                                            
Chef Boy Ardee canned pastas                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
soups (dry mixes or canned)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
vegetables (peas, corn, carrots, beets, green beans) 
 
Specialties and treats are always welcomed: cocoa, pretzels, syrups, cookie mixes, holiday 
candy treats.  
 
We cannot accept any type of vitamin or medication, even something as simple as 
cough drops or Tylenol or a multiple daily vitamin.  
 
Your pantry is open the 1st and 3rd Wednesday of every month from 10 a.m. until 1 p.m. Stop 
in to see us and meet some of our shoppers. You’ll get an even better idea of how it all works.  
Questions or concerns, please call the Scheinas: Bob (410-533-3391) or Linda (410-919-7432). 
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Sunday School 
 

The Sunday School Program is in need of a Pre -K Teach-
er. If you are interested please contact Kim Parkerson at 
410-758-2381. 
The Christmas Program will be Saturday, December 16th. Please 
join us for a night of celebrating the birth of our Savior! 
 

New Membership Class! 
 
If you are interested in becoming a member of CUMC, classes 
begin Thursday, January 25th. If you have any questions you can 
contact the office or Jennifer Gragg (jengragg@yahoo.com or 
410-304-2033) for more information. You may also fill out a regis-
tration form, available on the church website at www.centreville-
umc.com under the Grow tab, then under Membership. We would 
love to have you as part of our church family! 

Altar Update 
 

Altar flowers are needed for 1/7/18 and 1/28/18. Please contact 
Ruth Ann Walls 410-490-3259. Also, poinsettias will be placed in 
the sanctuary on 12/17 and 12/24. Please call the office with the 
information and deliver the poinsettias to the church by Friday, 
12/15. Best wishes for a blessed holiday! 

Decorating the Church  
 

Wanted:  Church Christmas Decorators 
Would you like to start the Christmas season off right? Then join 
us for fun and fellowship at church!! 
 
You are invited to help decorate the church for Christmas on,  
Saturday, Dec. 2 at 9:00 AM. Please call Beth Covington at 410-
758-2247 for more info. 
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CUMC Needs Your Talent! 
 
Do you have a musical talent? Do you 
play guitar or trumpet or violin or some-
thing else? From time-to-time CUMC 
needs musicians to play an anthem with 
the choir or to provide special music for 
a service. If you ’d be willing to play your 
instrument as part of our music ministry 
or have an idea for a performance, we ’d 
love to hear from you. Please contact 
Jodi Bortz at jbortz@centreville-umc.com 
or call the church office at 410-758-0868.  
 
P.S. The choir is always happy to welcome 
new members, aged 16 and older! Join us on 
Thursday nights at 7:45 

Coat Drive– A Success! 
 

On Saturday, October 14, Centreville United 
Methodist Church warmed the bodies and 
hearts of over 200 individuals. Your generous 
donations of gently worn and brand new coats 
and jackets, were given to those less fortunate 
in our community. There were many thankful 
recipients that day! Jesus said, 
whatever is done for the least of 
“these brothers of mine, you did 
for me.”  May we continue to 
show God’s love and serve any-
one we can. 
Thank you again!  
The Outreach Team 

December Backpacks For Kids Contest! 
 

During the month of December the Sunday School 
classes are collecting items to help support the 
Backpacks for Kids Outreach Program. Each class-
room is collecting individual sized cereal boxes, 
pop tarts, single serve fruit cups and applesauce 
cups. The classroom with the most items will win a 
special surprise in Janurary. This is a fun way to 
have our students participate in outreach and teach 
the children about caring for those less fortunate. 
Donatins for the Backpacks program are always 
welcome. Another way to help support these chil-
dren and their families is to pray for them every day.  
He who is generous will be blessed, for he gives 
some of his food to the poor. Proverbs 22:9 

Attention: All Methodist Women! 
It may seem early, but please mark your calendars. The Methodist Women 
will be having their annual Christmas Party Luncheon on Tuesday, De-
cember 12th at Noon at Mama Mia’s (formerly Good Guys) in Centreville. 
If you like to participate in the Santa exchange, please bring a $10.00 gift 
that you think someone else would really like. You MUST make a reserva-
tion with Lynda Palmatary at 410-490-0878 by Thursday, December 7th. 
Separate checks will be given and we will have loads of fun and surprises. 
This is open to all women of the church and ask a friend. Don’t miss out on 
the fun. Please join us and mark your calendars. Hope to see you there! 
 
A big thank you to those that baked goodies for our Methodist Women's bake sale. It was a 
big success and we thank you so much. A big thank you to Susie Gay for her baking exper-
tise and help. We couldn't have done it without all of your help. God bless.  

United Methodist Men 
 
UMM want to thank everyone who volunteered their time to 
make our Chicken BBQ a success. We packaged almost 900 
chickens and the process went smoothly from the beginning 
to the end. Again a great big Thank You! 
Our next meeting will be the second Tuesday in January. 
There will be no meetings in either November or December; 
however, Dukes Meeks will email details and a sign up sheet 
to ring the bell for the Salvation Army Red Kettle Campaign.  
The Red Kettle will be outside the Acme. Please consider 
signing up for a couple of hours on one of the two days. 
 
All men of our church are welcome to come to our Methodist 
Men’s Meetings. We usually meet every month on the sec-
ond Tuesday. Dinner is part of our meetings, so if you are 
planning to attend, please email or text Tom Scull 
(thomasscull@yahoo.com / 908-625-2715) If you would like 
to be on the email distribution list, please send me your infor-
mation. 



Bears in the Pew 
 
Many thanks to all who have contributed bears and ribbons for the bear ministry.  All contribu-
tions are greatly appreciated.  We will be having a bear work session very soon; so if you have 
any donations for this, please leave them in the bear closet by the office. Blessings from the 
"Mama Bears" 
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Newsletter Pictures 
 

If you have pictures from any church service or any of the 
church activities and wouldn't mind sharing them, we would 
love to feature them in the newsletter! If you would like to 
share your pictures you can send them to either: Doug Witt 
at dwitt@centreville-umc.com or Will Covington at wcoving-
ton@centreville-umc.com 

Ecumenical Thanksgiving Service 

Meet Our Team 
Chris Pettit, Pastor                                                                                    CPettit@centreville-umc.com 
Robyn Brown, Associate Pastor                                                           RBrown@centreville-umc.com 

Tammi Clark, Office Manager                                                                 TClark@centreville-umc.com 
Charlene S. Brown, Membership Secretary                        CSmallwoodbrown@centreville-umc.com 

Doug Witt, Newsletter                                                         DWitt@centreville -umc.com 

Rudy Draper, Youth Director                                                               RDraper@centreville-umc.com 
Jodi Bortz, Music Director                                                                        JBortz@centreville-umc.com 

Will Covington, Technology Director                                           WCovington@centreville-umc.com 

Prayer Warriors 
If you have a prayer request, please either fill out the green 

prayer cards in the sanctuary and place in the offering plate 

or visit centreville-umc.com and go to the worship page to 

submit a prayer.   

 
If you want to pray for others and be included in the distri-

bution of weekly prayer requests—please contact the office.  

 
All prayer requests must have the consent of the person to 

whom prayer is being offered. 



 Centreville United Methodist Church 
608 Church Hill Road 
Centreville, MD 21617 

www.centreville-umc.com 
 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

DECEMBER AT A GLANCE 

 
December 2nd              Decorating the Church at 9:00 a.m. 
                                       Prayer Workshop at 10:00 a.m. 
December 4th               Trustee Meeting 
December 5th               Church Conference 
December 9th  Children’s Shopping 10:00 a.m. 
December 10th  Mercy’s Well 11:00 a.m. 
December 12th  UMW Christmas Luncheon at Mamma Mia’s 
   12:00 p.m. 
December 16th  Children’s Christmas Program 6:30 p.m. 
December 18th             Finance Meeting 
December 24th              Worship Services 10:00 a.m., 6:00 p.m.,  
                                        8:00 p.m.., & 10:00 p.m. 
December 25th              Merry Christmas 
December 26th              Church Office Closed 
All dates are subject to change.  Please confirm with the Church Office or Ministry Chair. 

 
Making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. 

Scan for Online Giving 

Centreville United 
Methodist Church 

 

SUNDAY WORSHIP 
Contemporary Family Service 8:40 a.m. 

Traditional Service 11:00 a.m. 
Contemporary Service 7:00 p.m. 

Nursery Services Available 
 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES 
Kid Zone during 8:40 a.m. Service 

Sunday School 9:50 a.m. 

(plus two adult classes) 

CYM (Centreville Youth Ministries) 

Sunday 5:30 
High School Bible Study, 

1st Wednesday Of The Month 7:00 p.m. 
 

Contact Information 
(410) 758-0868 

Fax (410) 758-1248 
www.centreville-umc.com 


