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Our Mission Is To Make Disciples For Jesus Christ! 

september 2017 

TENT REVIVAL 
“Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their 
homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying the favor 
of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved.” 
Acts 2:46-47 
 
This is one of my favorite passages in scripture.  Luke is describing the fellowship of the 
early believers in Christ.  There was a genuine love for one another and for the Lord, which 
caused this family of disciples to shine.  People in the community were drawn to what they 
witnessed and the church grew.  The church enjoyed unity and as a result, “God added to 
their number daily.” 
 
It would not take long for bickering and complaining to enter the church (read Acts 6), but 
even then, the leaders came together and found a peaceful solution.  A healthy, unified 
church is a growing church because it is God’s will for His Kingdom to increase.   
 
We have a great opportunity this month to show the community of Centreville the love we 
have for God and one another.  This whole year, CUMC has been focused on REVIVAL 
and now it is time to open the doors to REVIVAL by inviting our neighbors to the Saturday, 
September 23rd TENT REVIVAL!  I am asking the whole church to be a part of this won-
derful opportunity to reach our community.  How?  First, plan on being there!  Second, in-
vite someone to come with you! If the 250 people who attend CUMC every Sunday show 
up with one friend or family each, we would have 500 people at this event!   
 
We have booked a special musical artist, Liz Vice (look her up on Youtube and enjoy!), we 
are organizing food and games, and we will be clearly presenting Christ in Word and in 
Action.  But we need you to help! 
 
The week’s festivities will begin on Sunday, September 17th with a start of a daily prayer 
vigil.  We will have sign up times for ‘round the clock praying to take place.  If you are able 
to fast during the week, please do so.  On Thursday night we will hold a Prayer & Praise 
Service at 6pm for the church to come together for a time of corporate prayer and singing.  
On Friday night, our youth ministry will be hosting a 5th Quarter following the QAHS foot-
ball game.  This will be an outdoor celebration for the teens between 9:30pm-11pm, just 
enough time to get them excited about Saturday!  Then we will kick off Saturday morning 
with the annual Pancake Breakfast and Flea Market from 8am to Noon.  Finally, our RE-
VIVAL week culminates Saturday night with the Revival Tent Service from 5pm-9pm.  
 
Let’s see what God is going to do! Working together, genuinely loving one another, prais-
ing God and enjoying the favor of all people – when we do that, I know God will REVIVE 
our community. 
 
Pastor Chris 
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The Model Prayer 
Dale Becraft 
 
We are all very familiar with it. Most likely we have all prayed it. The Disci-
ples of Christ received it in answer to the request to be taught how to pray. 
We call it “The Lord’s Prayer”, but in reality it is the model for how we are 
to approach God in prayer. But if it is the model for prayer, exactly what 
does it tell us? Very briefly I want to unpack the main points in this model 
given to us by Jesus, Himself. 
 
First, “Our Father who art in heaven” is a recognition that as a child of God through salva-
tion, I am a part of a family over which God is the head. We recognize His complete authority 
and responsibility for this family whom He watches over from His heavenly throne. Secondly 
comes “hallowed be thy name”. This is an act of praise and worship, literally meaning to 
send kisses upward. Jesus taught that when we approach the Father we should do so in 
praise, worship, and adoration simply for who He is…God! Next is the recognition that God is 
also our King, ruling and reigning over His Kingdom; “Let your Kingdom come and your will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven.” We are subjects of a benevolent King who rules and 
reigns in mercy and compassion over His subjects. We are to pray in agreement with God that 
His rule and reign and His will would be done on this earthly plane even as it is being done in 
heaven. That is a staggering thought that would take a much greater space to explain than I 
have here. I encourage you to read the account in Revelation 21 of all that means and pray in 
agreement with our Father. The Jesus said to pray, “Give us today our daily bread”, mean-
ing we are trusting God for our daily provisions and ask Him for them. But this goes much 
deeper than just food. It means to trust Him to provide for all our needs; spiritually, mentally, 
emotionally, and physically. We are in essence confessing a recognition that we are totally de-
pendent upon Him! Next come a very important part of the prayer, “forgive us our trespass-
es as we forgive those who trespass against us.” Literally, God forgive me as I forgive oth-
ers. Think about that the next time you are tempted to not forgive someone who hurts you or 
sins against you! Ending the prayer, Jesus tells us to end the way we begin, in praise and wor-
ship. “For thine is the Kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen! 
 
The Lord’s Prayer is much more than a rote exercise of church tradition. It is the very model 
that Jesus taught us that should guide our own prayer times. Blessings! 
 

 
 

Upcoming: The next prayer workshop will be held on Saturday,  
September 9 at 10:00 A.M. We will be discussing “The Importance of 
Prayer in Revival”, as well as talking about the prayer ministries’ role 
in the Tent Revival on September 23. All prayer team members are en-
couraged to attend and the whole church is cordially invited to attend. 
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Photography Policy 
If you would prefer your or your child ’s image not appear in the church ’s 
print or online media, please complete the photography opt -out form. You 
can find it in the Narthex News Center and on our website. (About Us 
>>Policies)  

Coat Drive   
It’s Time! Clean out those closets!  The Outreach team is accept-
ing coats and jackets!  All sizes wanted: children, youth, and adult.  
Please drop them off in the purple Sunday school classroom. Give 
Away Day will be Saturday, October 14th from 8am-12 noon. For 
more info contact Beth Covington at 410-490-2118. 

WOW, GOD! 
You, my church family, have proven once again that coming together, we can do more than we 
ever imagined.  I want to thank everyone who helped us reach out to 93 of our church and com-
munity children as we explored how God made each of us unique and built us for a purpose as 
part of the Maker Fun Factory.  In addition to the 93 children who attended all, or part, of our 
VBS, we had 25 adults, high school and middle school students give of their time and talents to 
lead the children through this wonderful experience.  In addition to the volunteers, many of them 
from our 2017 New Member Class, we were supported by the church with prayers, monetary 
contributions, and the purchase of food and supplies.  The children enjoyed this creative, explo-
ration of the way God works in our lives.  During the week, we all took the time to stop and 
thank God, for his wonderful creation and the love we experienced.  As we learned during VBS, 
sometimes the only words that we can think of for the blessing we see around us is WOW!  So 
to each of you who supported our children’s ministry, I offer these words of praise “WOW, 
GOD!” 
       Janie Nickle, VBS Director 2017 
 

News From The Kids Zone! 
Summer is quickly ending and in the Kid Zone; we are finishing the Summer Sunday School 
program.  We spent the summer learning about more of God’s people who answered the call 
to serve and explored some of the Old Testament prophets and stories from the book of Dan-
iel.   On September 10, there will a couple of changes in the ZONE.  The children will meet in 
the sanctuary with Pastor Chris for Chalk Talk and be dismissed for Kid Zone from Chalk Talk.  
We believe that the time spent with Pastor Chris during the morning worship will support our 
efforts to teach the children the sing, pray, and worship as we continue to work on learning im-
portant Bible facts through games and activities.  Returning to Kid Zone will be Parachute Sun-
day, the knowledge Ball, Basket Challenge and a host of new games to help our children learn 
more about God’s word.   
If you are available to help us one Sunday during the quarter so the teachers can join in the 
morning worship, please see the sign-up sheet located in the Kid Zone mailbox in the copy 
room.   
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Centreville Youth Ministries Announcements! 
Its that time of year again! Youth Group is back in session and here are a 
few upcoming youth events.  
September 1st– CYM Kickoff Event 
September 3rd– Youth Missionary Guest Speaker Sky& Noelle Barkley 
September 22nd– 5th Quarter Football Event  
We look forward to seeing all the new and returning youth this year, and 
sharing the Word of God with them! 
Rudy Draper (Youth Director) and the CYM Team  
Any Questions you can contact Rudy Draper at 410 -708-7761 
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Financial Peace University 
 

9-week course offered starting September 7th at Centreville 
UMC led by Bill Korman. 
Learn practical steps to beat debt, take control of your money, 
build wealth, give generously, and secure your family's future! 
Register Here: https://www.daveramsey.com/fpu/
classes/1046525 
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HOW THE BIBLE CAME TO BE 
a historical study 

How did the sixty-six books that we call “the Bible” actually come to be?  Who decided what 
was to be included in the Bible, and what was to be excluded?  Why were certain books  
omitted?  Who wrote the books of the New Testament and when?  How and why did we get so 
many different translations of the Bible?  These are just a few of the questions that historian 
Bob Scheina will answer during his four-week study on the mechanical construction of the  
Bible.  It will be sure to enlighten you while providing you with an even deeper understanding 
of the Word of God. This class will be offered on three separate occasions: 
 

Thursday evenings, 7 p.m. - Sept. 7, 14, 21, 28 
Friday mornings, 9:30 a.m. - Sept. 22, 29, Oct. 6, 13 

Monday evenings, 7 p.m. - Oct. 2, 9, 16, 23 
 
It will be held in the double Sunday school classroom. The cost of the class will be $10, and 
reading will be Power Point slides.  If you’d like to join one of the studies, contact Pastor Robyn 
at rbrown@centreville-umc.com.  Be sure to specify which study you want to join! 

Chancel Choir and Joy Ringers Rehearsals Kick Off for Fall 
 

Regular Chancel Choir and Joy Ringers rehearsals will begin on  
September 7. Joy Ringers will start at 6:45 and Choir will start at 7:45. No prior experience is 
necessary to participate in either group and all are welcome! 
 
Prior to the first regular rehearsal, there will be a "Sing In" for members of the Chancel Choir 
and anyone that might be interested in joining on August 31 at 7pm. If you've ever thought 
about singing, but weren't sure about the commitment or if you'd like it, this is the time to join 
us. We will review music for the upcoming season and share fellowship and fun!  
If you are interested in learning more, contact Jodi Bortz at the church office or email 
jbortz@centreville-umc.com. 

Summer Music Thank You! 
 

Throughout the summer, the 11:00 traditional service enjoyed special music from members of 
our community. Thank you to everyone that felt called and spent time practicing and preparing 
music to share. We have been so blessed by the musical talents that were shared!  
 

mailto:rbrown@centreville-umc.com


Bears in the Pew 
 
Many thanks to all who have contributed bears and ribbons for the bear ministry.  All contribu-
tions are greatly appreciated.  We will be having a bear work session very soon; so if you have 
any donations for this, please leave them in the bear closet by the office. Blessings from the 
"Mama Bears" 
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Ushers/Greeters Needed 

For the 8:40 a.m. Contemporary service.  Being an Usher/Greeter is a fun way to 
serve the Lord while playing an important part in the worship service. If you would 
like to participate or would like more information, please see Debbie Cimba  
following the early service or contact her at 410-490-5147. 

Needed: Sunday School Teachers 
Sunday school starts on Sunday, September 10 at 9:50 a.m. Classes begin with 
Kindergarten and go up through High school. We are still in need of teachers and 
substitute teachers. If you feel led to help with our children please contact  
Kim Parkerson at kimkeith@atlanticbb.net   

Children’s Christmas Shopping 

We will be holding Children's Shopping for Christmas gifts this year 
on Dec.9th from 10am until 12noon. So we need your help with gift items for the 
children to buy and have wrapped for their loved ones. 
 
We need : jewelry, toys, games, candles, books, 
small pictures, kitchen items, men's cologne and 
other men's useful items for grilling, fishing, other 
sports, etc. Scarves, wrapping paper and ribbon, 
tape, gift bags 
 
I will have a box in the Sunday School wing desig-
nated for the shopping. If you have questions or need help with bringing items to 
church, please call Ann Harlan at 410-739-8649  

We are blessed at CUMC to have a number of small 
groups that regularly meet for fellowship, prayer, and Bible 
studies. The groups consist of approximately 8 people and 
meet in homes on a regular basis. What is the benefit of 
being part of a small group?  It is a way to deepen your 
faith and connect with people in the church on a more fa-
miliar level in a casual, comfortable setting. You will come 
to know each other not just as fellow Christians but as 

friends; you will share prayer concerns and those question of faith that have al-
ways stumped you; and you will have support through good and through bad. 
Connecting to a church and growing in faith is about much more than just attend-
ing a Sunday worship service! Consider joining a small group today! For more in-
formation or to get connected with a small group, contact Pastor Robyn at 
rbrown@centreville-umc.com.  
Blessings! 
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Guardian Angels Ministry 
The Guardian Angels ministry is designed to continue relationships with and offer support to college and 
graduate school students who are a part of the CUMC family. Guardian Angel forms are available in the 
Narthex News Center for parents/guardians to fill out and return to the church office. 
Each student will be linked secretly with an individual, family, or group from the 
church who becomes that student's angel for the school year.  

Throughout the course of the year, we ask angels to send notes of encouragement, 
care packages, little gifts from the heart, and other items, which will remind the stu-
dents that their church family is praying for them and thinking about them.  

If you think that you, your family, or your group would like to be an "angel", please 
complete the form.  All information sheets can be given to myself, or left in the 
church office.  

If you would Iike additional information or have questions, please contact:  

Mary Scull at 410-758-8658/ mascull8@gmail.com  

Thank you for your support of this CUMC ministry.  

Backpacks For Kids 2017-2018 
September is a busy month for children who are excited to return to school to see old friends, meet their 
new teachers and wear new school clothes. However, for some of the children in our county returning to 
school means they will receive two regular meals a day. The Backpacks for Kids program helps to en-
sure these children also receive meals on weekends. As the school year is fast approaching, Backpacks 
for Kids is in full swing preparing for another year of providing meals for these children who are consid-
ered food insecure.  
 
Last year we sponsored 46 children from two area schools and anticipate a larger number in need this 
year. The approximate cost per child is $4 per weekend to provide 2 breakfast items, 2 lunches, 2 fruits, 
2 snacks, and 2 100% fruit juices. 
 
We were blessed with a generous donation from BB&T Bank, CUMC Pantry, area businesses and a 
grant from QAC Community Partnerships for Children & Families which helped fund last years program. 
In addition, we received donations from members of our congregation who helped support the program 
individually and by group.  
 
Thank you to all who helped contribute towards this program's success by volunteering your time to help 
pack & deliver the food, monetary donations, food donations, and prayers. 
 
If you are interested in becoming involved with Backpacks for Kids or would like additional information of 
how you or your organization can help, contact Kimberly Starkey at 410-490-
0052 or starkeykimberly@yahoo.com.   
 
We always welcome and are in need of the following items:  100% juice boxes • single serve ap-
plesauce/fruit cups • instant oatmeal packets • small boxes of cereal • granola bars/cereal bars • cans of 
tuna/soup • macaroni n cheese boxes • pop tarts. 
*Donations may be left in the bin located in the back of the fellowship hall labeled "Backpacks". 
 
Thank you for your continued support and prayers. 
Kimberly Starkey 



Bears in the Pew 
 
Many thanks to all who have contributed bears and ribbons for the bear ministry.  All contribu-
tions are greatly appreciated.  We will be having a bear work session very soon; so if you have 
any donations for this, please leave them in the bear closet by the office. Blessings from the 
"Mama Bears" 
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Outreach:  
Reaching Out into our Community to Make a Difference 
By Larisa Thomas 
 

Coming Up:  
Sept. 9th:  Volunteers needed to park cars at Shelter Run 
Sept. 20th:  Flea Market Donations Taken 6:30-8:30 PM 
Sept. 21st:  Flea Market Donations Taken 6:30-8:30 PM 
Sept. 23rd:  Flea Market & Pancake Breakfast (tables available for you too!) 
Oct. 14th: Coat Drive 
Oct. 15th: Pastor Appreciation Brunch 9:50 AM (see bulletin board for sign up) 
Dec. 9th:  Children’s Shopping 10 AM-Noon 
 

Helping Kent Island Clean Up 
 
After the devastating tornado on Kent Island, Pastor Chris organized 2 crews to go in and help clear debris. After 
reporting in, we were directed to residents whose homeowner’s insurance were not covering the clean-up. On 
Thursday we helped 4 different homes clean their yards. The amount of debris was much larger than we had ex-
pected. All the homeowners were so grateful. One even sent in a comment to us that, having our crew help him, 
had reconnected him to God. Praise God! Sadly, the second crew was rained out. Krista Petit and Haven Ministries 
worked hard to assist in the recovery, including opening the shelter, of which we are so thankful. Our church was 
not called on to help with anything else yet (the other churches really stepped in to help out first), but we ’ll let you 
know when they need us.  
 

Rebuilding Together – Repairing in QAC 
 
In April and June, CUMC worked on a house in Pondtown that needed several important repairs through Rebuild-
ing Together. This house had a kitchen floor that was sinking under the water heater and the washing machine. In 
addition the water was not flowing in the only shower, caused by a leak under the house. Don Anderson headed 
our project, while Kristian Gragg recruited volunteers both in the church and out. Steven Smith, who has recently 
started his own plumbing business in Centreville, donated his services. Of course, things didn’t go as planned, like 
joists under the house that had to be repaired, causing a second day to finish the work. Our ASP friends used this 
as training and helped finish the tasks. In all, with Rebuilding’s funding, both spots were repaired, a new water 
heater was installed, the shower works correctly, the deck was made safe with new boards and handrails, and 2 
rooms were laid with laminate flooring.  The multi-generational family was so thankful! 
 
Thank you to our incredible volunteers who never gave up and had a great attitude! From our church besides Don 
and Kristian were Patti and Ryan Muller, Jerry and Jason Thomas, Beth Covington, and Don Wilson. Next year, 
maybe it will be you! 
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    Congo Missionary Update: 
    Dr. Jonathan & Donna Baker 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rejoice in the Lord, always; again, I will say, Rejoice! Philippians 4:4. Our hearts are filled with joy as 
we concluded our Cataract Surgery Mission. God truly blessed this mission in amazing ways and every 
day we literally saw miracles happen. Each day was filled with prayers as pastors and lay people gath-
ered in the local church and “revival area”, an outside prayer chapel, to pray for those working on the 
team and for patients. God truly heard the prayers of the faithful. Sight was restored to the blind be-
cause of their cataracts and they rejoiced when the patch was removed from their eyes in the miracle 
God had given them. One mother saw her children for the first time and shed tears of joy as she 
thanked God for all the people who helped make this possible! “Please continue to bring this mission to 
help others like me who are blind,” she proclaimed when asked to give a testimony as to what this heal-
ing meant for her. Children and adults received medicines and care that will prevent serious eye prob-
lems in the future. Without this care, they would probably lose their sight. Rejoice!   
 
The pediatric surgeon we brought on team was available to 
respond to several emergencies caused by trauma to chil-
dren. Parents carried their children bleeding into the medi-
cal center wondering if their child would lose their eyesight 
and later carried their child out of the operating room with 
the promise of restored health.  
Rejoice!  
 
People walked to this mission from hundreds of kilometers, 
as far as 250 miles, to receive care. They came from vari-
ous tribes that often conflict with one another. Yet, in this mission, people stood in line together, ate to-
gether, slept together and there were no problems. We learned once again that Christ “breaks down the 
dividing walls between us” and brought peace to this mission. Rejoice! Every day pastors led worship 
with the hundreds that gathered for treatment. Patients, about 25-30 per day, sat outside the building 
with the operating room waiting expectantly and sometimes anxiously for their surgery. Pastors came 
regularly to offer encouragement and pray with them as their prepared mind, body, and spirit for God to 
bring healing. Rejoice!  
 
There was a common theme for each of the over 2000 patients who gave testimony to God’s healing 
power and presence: gratitude to God and to the many people whose prayers and contributions made 
this mission possible. Rejoice in the Lord always! Rejoice! 

 
Giving Update: CUMC has collected only $685.00 of our $2,500 
Covenant Commitment, and we are over the half year mark! The 
missions we support through this outreach are life-giving! If you have 
not had a chance to donate, please pick up an envelope at church or 
note “Congo” in the Memo line of your check. We ask for a minimum 
of $5/family member/year, but perhaps some of you could donate a 
little extra to help us reach our goal. If you haven’t had a chance to 
check out the website with the details of the work taken on by the 

Central Congo Partnership, go to http://www.congo-mission.org/ or on Facebook at: Congo Partnership. 
Thank you! 
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In our 
Prayers 

“And the prayer offered in faith will make the sick person well” James 5:15 

Revival   The Erickson Family 

Chase Klepper              Dale Phillips 

Ryan Thomas Callan 

Meet Our Team 
Chris Pettit, Pastor                                                                                    CPettit@centreville-umc.com 
Robyn Brown, Associate Pastor                                                           RBrown@centreville-umc.com 

Tammi Clark, Office Manager                                                                 TClark@centreville-umc.com 
Charlene S. Brown, Membership Secretary                        CSmallwoodbrown@centreville-umc.com 

Doug Witt, Newsletter                                                         DWitt@centreville -umc.com 

Rudy Draper, Youth Director                                                               RDraper@centreville-umc.com 
Jodi Bortz, Music Director                                                                        JBortz@centreville-umc.com 

Will Covington, Technology Director                                           WCovington@centreville-umc.com 
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

SEPTEMBER AT A GLANCE 

 

September 1st - CYM Kickoff Event at 5:30p.m. 
September 4th– Church Office Closed 
September 7th– Financial University begins at 6:30 p.m. 
                           Historical Bible Study begins at 7:00 p.m. 
September 9th - Prayer Workshop at 10:00 a.m. 
                           Run 4 Shelter at 5:00 p.m. 
September 10th - Sunday School Begins 
September 11th– Trustees Meeting at 6:30 p.m. 
September 12th– Methodist Women at 1:30 p.m. 
                             UMM at 6:30 p.m. 
September 18th– Finance Meeting at 7:00 p.m. 
September 19th– Leadership Meeting at 7:00 p.m. 
September 21st - Prayer & Praise Service 
September 22nd - 5th Quarter Youth Event at 9:30 p.m. 
September 23rd - Flea Market & Pancake Breakfast at 8:00 a.m. 
     Community Tent Revival at 5:00 p.m. 
September 26th-  Administrative Council Meeting at 6:30 p.m. 
 
All dates are subject to change.  Please confirm with the Church Office or Ministry Chair. 

 
Making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. 

Scan for Online Giving 

Centreville United 
Methodist Church 

 

SUNDAY WORSHIP 
Contemporary Family Service 8:40 a.m. 

Traditional Service 11:00 a.m. 
Contemporary Service 7:00 p.m. 

Nursery Services Available 
 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES 
Kid Zone during 8:40 a.m. Service 

Sunday School 9:50 a.m. 

(plus two adult classes) 

CYM (Centreville Youth Ministries) 

Sunday 5:30 
High School Bible Study, 

Every Other Wednesday 7:00 p.m. 
 

Contact Information 
(410) 758-0868 

Fax (410) 758-1248 
www.centreville-umc.com 


