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Be Strong and Courageous 
by Pastor Chris 

 
“I hereby command you: Be strong and courageous; do not be frightened or dis-

mayed, for the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.” Joshua 1:9 
 

In the first chapter of the book of Joshua, the Lord God commissions Joshua to lead the 
Israelites into the land that had been promised to them.  During this commissioning, God 
repeats one phrase three times, “Be strong and courageous” (Josh. 1:6, 7, 9).  In fact, the 
second time God adds “…be very courageous” (emphasis added).  I can visualize Joshua 
standing there, trembling at what the future holds, perspiration beading on his forehead, 
reaching deep for the courage to put one foot in front of the other.  Does God keep repeat-
ing that line to Joshua because He sees that look on Joshua’s face - that look of a deer in 
the headlights?  Undeterred, God does more than just encourage, He reminds Joshua of 
the key to success: “be careful to obey all the law my servant Moses gave you; do not turn 
from it to the right or to the left, that you may be successful wherever you go.” At the end of 
this chapter, even the officers who reported to Joshua pledged their support to him with 
one condition: that he “be strong and courageous.” 
 
Joshua and the people were about to embark on a new journey into new territory.  Across 
the Jordan lies both blessings and dangers.  This crossing over into new territory would 
mean stepping into the unknown which always requires a great deal of faith.  Yet it is 
where God is calling them to go. 
 
By the time you read this newsletter, I will have already preached my first Sunday at Cen-
treville UMC and you will have probably made the determination that I have either “passed 
the test” or that Kent Island isn’t really that far away.   As I write this article, it is the middle 
of June.  My last Sunday at Royal Oak is this weekend. We’ve held our farewell picnic. My 
move date is set.  My exit interview at my “other job” is scheduled. And I am beginning to 
feel a bit like Joshua.   
 
What exactly is in store for us?  I have no idea. But I do know that many of you have al-
ready made me and my family feel welcomed. I know in the coming weeks I will have the 
opportunity to get to know each of you better through the home gatherings that are being 
scheduled (please sign up for one if you have not already done so!)   And I know that the 
keys to success are recorded in the scriptures – we just need to walk in the way that is 
pleasing to the Lord.   
 
And so I keep repeating to myself “be strong and courageous, for the Lord your God is with 
you wherever you go.” 
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Audacious Prayer, Part 1 
 
Dale Becraft 
 
In today’s culture, prayer has been all but forgotten. Like a pow-
erful muscle that atrophies from neglect, the believer who fails 
to pray becomes extremely worldly and full with all kinds of is-
sues. This has certainly been true in my life whenever I get “too 
busy” to pray. A believer who neglects prayer is like a fish that 
avoids water. Prayer is literally the lifeline of the Christian. 
 
To top it off, the word prayer has become cliché in this culture. It has become a 
term we use when we want to provide encouragement but have nothing of sub-
stance to offer. Believers and nonbelievers alike use it, freely saying, “I’ll keep you 
in my prayers,” Social media is full of the promise to pray, but how many actually 
follow through? The promise to pray serves as little more than an end to an un-
comfortable conversation for which there are no apparent answers. 
 
When a national tragedy strikes, even those who have had a hand in kicking God 
out of the schools, the government, the courts and the public arena start talking 
about prayer. The truth is, God and prayer cannot be expelled from any of these 
public sectors so long as there are Christians going into them. 
 
As a pastor I told people I would be praying for them, and though I diligently fol-
lowed through to do so, I left the conversation thinking, I wish I could do some-
thing more. Like others, I sometimes felt praying was the least I could do—when, 
in fact, it is the greatest and most productive thing we can do for those who are 
facing the  trials and tribulations of life. But why do we feel as though we want to 
do more? Is it because we don’t believe our prayers are heard? Is it because we 
don’t have faith to believe that God will answer? Or could it be that we would ra-
ther be in control ourselves? 
 
Life has a way of extinguishing hope from God’s children, but prayer re-
establishes hope. Hope anchors the soul and allows the reality of the love of God 
to come pouring in. Like the breaking of the day after a dark night of despair, pray-
er causes the believer to emerge from trouble with a new lease on life and antici-
pation for the future. Prayer is the believer’s lifeline, it is our 911. 
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A Scriptural Basis 
 
The Bible is a book about audacious prayer and the resulting answers to those 
prayers. From Genesis to Revelation, the power of audacious prayer is empha-
sized virtually from chapter to chapter and verse to verse. One would be hard-
pressed to read the Bible without coming to the conclusion that prayer actually 
does change things. In fact, prayer changes everything. Faith and prayer are 
the aspects of a Christian’s life that move things from the realm of the spirit to 
the natural arena. They cause the unseen to become reality. Faith is best de-
fined as having total trust in God and His Word no matter what we might be 
seeing in the natural realm. Prayer is what moves God to align our faith with His 
plan and purpose in that same realm. 
 
Contemporary Christians would do well to once again pray over their families 
and lives in an audacious manner. This is a lesson that I have had to relearn 
myself. The promise to reverse negative circumstances is only guaranteed to 
those who pray: “If My people who are called by My name will humble them-
selves, and pray and seek My face, and turn from their wicked ways, then I will 
hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin and heal their land” (2 Chr. 7:14, 
NKJV). Our land is not only our nation and world but also our lives. He has 
promised to heal the lives of those who are serious about prayer and righteous 
living. 
 
Jesus Himself implored us to pray audaciously: “Then He spoke a parable to 
them that men always ought to pray and not lose heart” (Luke 18:1). He told His 
followers, “Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it 
will be opened to you. For everyone who asks receives, and he who seeks 
finds, and to him who knocks it will be opened” (Matt. 7:7-8). These are not the 
words of some popular success guru; these are the words of Jesus! 
 
Peter Kreeft, author and professor of theology at Boston College, made this ob-
servation concerning prayer: “I strongly suspect that if we saw all the difference 
even the tiniest of our prayers to God make, and all the people those little pray-
ers were destined to affect, and all the consequences of those prayers down 
through the centuries, we would be so paralyzed with awe at the power of pray-
er that we would be unable to get up off of our knees for the rest of our lives.” 
So with that in mind, when you pray, pray audacious prayers! 
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2017 Peninsula Delaware  

Conference 

 
The 233

rd
 session was held at the Chase 

Center on the Riverfront in Wilmington 
Delaware. This year we were sitting 
around tables which allowed us to partici-
pate in activities. One activity was to pick 
pebbles out of water in remembrance of 
our baptism. 
 
Bishop Peggy Johnson preached from Acts 16: 13-15 as a woman named Lyd-
ia, who was a seller of purple cloth was praying. The Bishop used the word 
“Purple" for her message.  
P - Prayer, U - Unique, R – River, P – Persistent, L – Love, E – Evangelism 
Conference Registrar Rev. Karen Dize presented the candidates to be ordained. 
Rev. Eric Warner, commissioned, Rev. Ronald Bell, Jr., Rev. Blair Hall, Rev. Da-
vid Ingalls, Rev. Gary Priddy, and recognized as an Associate Member Rev. 
Yvonne Paxton.  
Votes and Resolutions: 
Many resolutions were adopted as presented. 
Resolutions that were adopted with amendments: 

· Resolution R7- Resolution for reducing harm for LGBTQ children and 
youth. 

Resolutions that were voted down: 
· Resolution R3- Rejecting “Religious Freedom" as a means of discrimina-

tion. 
 
Guest speaker Rev.Dr Terry Teykl quoted 

“My Father's house should be called a house of prayer" 
“To seek His face we know He is smiling at us" 

 
Bishop Gregory Palmer, from Ohio West Episcopal, preached 1 Samuel 3, to lis-
ten to The Voice of God, calling us in the night. 
 
We had another wonderful year at the conference with Pastor Mark and Pastor 
Robyn. 
 
Blessings to all, 
Bob and Sandy Harris 
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BRICK ORDERS BEING ACCEPTED…. 
 

It’s the time of year again when we will be collecting orders for Memorial Garden bricks.  You 
can pick up your order form in the church office and submit your completed order along with 
payment for the brick to the Church Office or Pastor Robyn.  We will be collecting orders 
through July. All details are on the order forms.  Consider this beautiful way to memorialize a 
loved one in the peacefulness and serenity of our Memorial Garden. 

Its A Guy’s Thing 
First & Third Wednesday of  Every Month 

from 8:40 a.m. to 9:30 a.m. 

Commerce Street Creamery 

110 N. Commerce Street, Centreville, MD 21617 
 

Join Compass Regional Hospice for a casual, drop-in support group for men who 

have experienced any type of  loss. Share a cup of  coffee and grow your support 

group with other men who just “get it.” Open to men 18 and older. 

For more information, contact 
Wayne Larrimore, Grief  Counselor 

wlarrimore@compassregionalhospice.org 
(443) - 262 – 4100 
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Some changes to the Discovery Series  

Bible studies… 
 

Over the last year and more we have noticed a change in the needs of the church when it 
comes to offering Bible studies through the Discovery Series.  Many small groups are currently 
active in studying the Word of God in their homes. Additionally, our attendance in formal Bible 
studies has consistently declined. In order to give everyone the opportunity for spiritual growth 
yet in a way that will work best for our church, we are going to initiate some changes in the Dis-
covery Series. Instead of publishing a formal Discovery Series Newsletter twice a year with a 
number of Bible studies, we will be offering individual studies randomly throughout the year.  
We will likely offer the same number of studies we have in the past, except this time they won’t 
be overlapping where several are taking place simultaneously.  We will advertise these studies 
as they become available through our regular monthly newsletter, our weekly announcements, 
and our e-blasts. More details will follow soon so stay tuned!  Blessings! 

Did you miss church last week? On vacation? Not feeling well? Other obliga-
tions? Well, now you don’t have to miss church even if you aren’t there on Sun-
day.  Each week sermons from all three services, along with the bulletins, are 
posted on our website a day or so after the service. Visit www.centreville-
umc.com, hover over the “Worship” link at the top of the page, click “Online Ser-
mons”, and then pick whichever sermon you’d like to hear. Help spread the word 
so that we can all be fed by the Word of God even if we can’t make it to church! 
 



Bears in the Pew 
 
Many thanks to all who have contributed bears and ribbons for the bear ministry.  All contribu-
tions are greatly appreciated.  We will be having a bear work session very soon; so if you have 
any donations for this, please leave them in the bear closet by the office. Blessings from the 
"Mama Bears" 
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Ushers/Greeters Needed 

For the 8:40 a.m. Contemporary service.  Being an Usher/Greeter is a fun way to 
serve the Lord while playing an important part in the worship service. If you would 
like to participate or would like more information, please see Debbie Cimba fol-
lowing the early service or contact her at 410-490-5147. 

Needed: Sunday School Teachers 
The Sunday school program is in need of teachers for the up-
coming 2017-2018 year.  We have had some very dedicated 
teachers and a few of them are moving on after this school 
year ends. If God is leading you to help lead the children of 
CUMC in Christ, please contact Kim Parkerson at  
kimkeith@atlanticbb.net.  

Calling All CUMC Musicians!  
 

Soloists and small ensembles are invited to share your musical gifts with the 
congregation during the traditional service throughout the summer months. All 
voices, instruments, and ages are welcome. You can play a piece of your choos-
ing, or if you don't know, we'll help you find something you will enjoy. If you 
would like to perform as part of a group but need help finding partners, there will 
be opportunities to perform in that way. To sign up as a soloist, group, or to be 
partnered with a group, please sign up outside the church office or contact Jodi 
Bortz at 410-849-9862 or jbortz@centreville-umc.com.  

Photography Policy 
If you would prefer your or your child ’s image not appear in the church ’s 
print or online media, please complete the photography opt -out form. You 
can find it in the Narthex News Center and on our website. (About Us 
>>Policies)  

Welcome To Centreville United Methodist Church 
 

We would like to extend a warm Welcome to The Pettit Family! 
(Pastor Chris, Krista, Rachel & John) 

 
On July 30th, 2017 there will be a combined morning worship service at 10:30 am with a Wel-
coming Luncheon following. Please come out and welcome our new pastor and his family to 

Centreville United Methodist Church! 
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The Winners Of The 2017 Ed Parry Scholarships 
 

The United Methodist Men are proud to announce the winners of the 2017 Ed 
Parry Scholarships. Please join us in congratulating Alexis Higdon, Austin Thomas 
and Baylee Wilson on their scholastic achievement, extracurricular and church re-
lated activities. We wish them much success in the future. 

The United Methodist Women Scholarships 
 

The Methodist Women awarded the following recipients of a scholarship for the 
school year 2017/2018  
 
Chase R. Klepper  University of Maryland, College Park  
Austin Thomas   Virginia Tech  
Baylee Wilson   University of Maryland, College Park  
Keashia Johnson  Morgan State University  
Alexis Higdon   Chesapeake College  
Josh Farnell   Wesley College  
 
We wish each and every one of these students the best in college and 
may their lives be filled with love, peace, and much happiness.  
 
Lynda H. Palmatary, Chairman, Scholarship Committee  
 

The United Methodist Women  
 

The Methodist Women cordially invite all women of the church to attend a night 
out at Good Guys in Centreville on Wednesday evening August 2nd at 5:30 
p.m. Separate checks will be given and all appetizers are half price from 4-7. 
Why not join us for an evening of fun and laughs. You may meet some new 
friends or a neighbor. Please notify Lynda Palmatary at 410-490-0878 if you plan 
to attend. We may have a few surprises that you won't want to miss.  



Bears in the Pew 
 
Many thanks to all who have contributed bears and ribbons for the bear ministry.  All contribu-
tions are greatly appreciated.  We will be having a bear work session very soon; so if you have 
any donations for this, please leave them in the bear closet by the office. Blessings from the 
"Mama Bears" 
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Contemporary Worship Update:  
 

Reigning Mercy is in search of musicians - Bass, Guitar and Drums. You do not 
have to know how to read music! Please spread the word. In-
dividuals interested should be able to practice on Wednesday 
evenings from 6:30-8:00. We are currently looking to build our 
group of musicians to keep a full band weekly for the 8:40 am 
service. As life gets busy, we all have weeks we have to miss 
church. Our mission is to bring the love of Christ through song 
and be receptive to the Holy Spirit. If you are interested, 
please contact me at julsmorrva@gmail.com or talk to us on 
Sundays after the 1st service. 

What Old Glory Means To Me! 
 

By Charles H Wiggins August 7, 1989  
 

That Grand Old Flag - waving proud 
Is beautiful to see 
But what a price that has been 
paid  
To keep it high and free 
 
Its the symbol of the land  
We all love and hold so dear  
It’s the banner we all looked to  
When our hearts were full of fear
  
Its what bound us all together  
In those dark days of the war 
Its what brave men fought and 
died for  
On some far distant shore  
 
It’s a constant reminder 
As it streams atop the mast 
That we must honor and protect it 
Our freedom will not last 
 
 
 

 
 
Its our Beloved America 
Waving there for all to see 
It’s the total sum of Our Great 
Land 

 
That’s what Old Glory means to 
me 
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Month in Pictures 
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In our 
Prayers 

“And the prayer offered in faith will make the sick person well” James 5:15 

Revival   Will Harr 

 

Meet Our Team 
Chris Pettit, Pastor                                                                                    CPettit@centreville-umc.com 
Robyn Brown, Associate Pastor                                                           RBrown@centreville-umc.com 

Tammi Clark, Office Manager                                                                 TClark@centreville-umc.com 
Charlene S. Brown, Membership Secretary                        CSmallwoodbrown@centreville-umc.com 

Doug Witt, Newsletter                                                         DWitt@centreville -umc.com 

Rudy Draper, Youth Director                                                               RDraper@centreville-umc.com 
Jodi Bortz, Music Director                                                                        JBortz@centreville-umc.com 

Will Covington, Technology Director                                           WCovington@centreville-umc.com 
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

JUNE AT A GLANCE 

 
July 3rd - Trustees Meeting 6:30 p.m. 
July 4th - SPRC Meeting 5:30 p.m. 
July 8th - 15th - ASP Mission Trip 
July 11th - United Methodist Women Meeting 1:30 p.m. 
July 23rd - ASP Presentation at all services 
July 30th - Combined Morning Worship Service 10:30 a.m. 
    Pettit Family Welcome Luncheon (After Worship Service) 
    No Evening Service 
 
 

All dates are subject to change.  Please confirm with the Church Office or Ministry Chair. 

 
Making disci ples of Jesus Christ for the  transformation of the  world. 

Scan for Online Giving 

Centreville United 
Methodist Church 

 

SUNDAY WORSHIP 
Contemporary Family Service 8:40 a.m. 

Traditional Service 11:00 a.m. 
Contemporary Service 7:00 p.m. 

Nursery Services Available 
 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES 
Kid Zone during 8:40 a.m. Service 

Sunday School 9:50 a.m. 

(plus two adult classes) 

CYM (Centreville Youth Ministries) 

Sunday 5:30 
High School Bible Study, 

Every Other Wednesday 7:00 p.m. 
 

Contact Information 
(410) 758-0868 

Fax (410) 758-1248 
www.centreville-umc.com 


