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Rev.’s Remarks 
May 2017  
 

For Everything There Is A Season  
 
     By now, most of you have received the news that my season as your 
senior pastor is ending. I am so grateful that God allowed me to share the 
last nine years with you in ministry. The last Sunday I am preaching is June 
18th and my last Sunday in worship is June 25th. It has been said that the 
only thing that is constant is change. Change can be resisted because it 
can take us outside our comfort zones. Change comes in many areas of 
our lives – getting married, children moving out, careers and ministry. God 
uses the changes in our lives to teach us and equip us for the next season. 
God is preparing us all for a great work.  
 
     Just like the four seasons in nature, we experience change without our 
input or regard to our preferences. The Bible says everything has a season, 
“There is a time for everything, and a season for every activity under the 
heavens….” Ecclesiastes 3:1. With great wisdom God has planned the sea-
son of our lives and has set aside each season knowing what is needed. 
God ushers in the seasons of our lives and goes through them with us.  
 
     Sometimes seasons are exciting and we feel as though everything is go-
ing in the right direction. Sometimes we want to escape. We cannot see 
God’s work in its entirety, but God does have a process and plan to make 
everything beautiful in its own time (Ecclesiastes 3:11). It is through each 
season we often grow.  
 
     I am confident God is working everything out for all of us. God is prepar-
ing us for eternity and conforming us to the image of Jesus; this is his main 
purpose. Keeping God’s main purpose before us, no matter the season 
there is a time for everything. 
 
Doing what is required now will enable us to benefit during the upcoming 
season of harvest.  
 
     May God continue to richly bless you and keep you.  
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All Things Prayer! 
 

The Kneeling Church 
 

The Apostle John saw a vision of a prepared Bride. “I saw the Holy City, 
the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as 
a bride beautifully dressed for her husband” (Revelation 21:2). Is that a 
passion of your life? Are you committed to seeing the Church prepared 
for the Coming of her Bridegroom, the Lord Jesus?  As I prayed and 
studied over this topic, I was taught a hard lesson by the Lord. In the 
midst of a prayer time, I pictured in my mind’s eye a bride standing at 
the altar, waiting for the bridegroom. But as I continued in prayer, there 
came one of those sacred moments in which the Lord placed a thought in my mind and made 
the simple statement: “The Bride is not at the altar yet.”  That is a simple statement of fact, yet 
also a rebuke and an encouragement.  The Church, the Bride, is not at the altar waiting for the 
Bridegroom. The Bride is off doing a multitude of things, but very little of it concerns waiting at 
the altar for her Beloved. The rebuke was clear, but so was the encouragement.  It is time to 
bring the Bride to the altar. It is time for the Church to become a house of prayer. The kneeling 
Church becomes the Bride at the altar, prepared for the Bridegroom. “The Spirit and the bride 
say, ‘Come’” (Revelation 22:17)! 
 

Pray that the Church would set aside lesser things and begin to focus passionately upon Jesus 
Christ as we eagerly anticipate His return for us. 
 

Lord, help me not to get so caught up in the busy affairs of this life that I forget to look up in an-
ticipation of Your return. 
 

- Adapted from Asleep in the Land of Nod (Thirty Days of Prayer towards Awakening the 
Church) by David Butts. 
 

Prayer Points 
Praise God for the fact that he has revealed himself to mere mortals. Give thanks that the Lord 
has spoken plainly about himself and his will in his Word, which is a lamp to your feet and a 
light for your path (Ps. 119:105). Confess any failures in seeking the teaching, rebuking, cor-
recting, and training in righteousness that come from the inspired Scriptures (2 Tim. 3:16). 
Commit yourself to being “thoroughly equipped for every good work” (3:17). Ask God to do 
good works through you. 
 

Thank God for faithful teachers in the church. Pray that they will be encouraged by the Spirit to 
communicate life-changing truths. 
 

–Prayer Points taken from Patterns for Prayer by Alvin VanderGriend. 

The 66th Annual National Day of Prayer 
 
The National Day of Prayer will be held Thursday, May 4th at 12:00 noon in the 
sanctuary of CUMC. We will be having a "Old-Fashioned" Prayer Meeting with 
individuals from those attending volunteering to pray for our Government - in-
cluding all leaders; Family; Churches; Military, including our First Responders- Fire, Police, 
EMT'S; Business; Education; Media. We will include worship and an invitation to receive Christ 
and/or prayer for specific requests will be offered at the conclusion of the meeting. Everyone 
from all communities throughout the county are invited, so please help us get the word out!  
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Talent Show 
 
I want to thank everyone who participated and helped in any way with our 2017 Talent Show. It 
was a real hit again and enjoyed by all. A special thanks to Ann Harlan, Phyllis Hoffman, Karen 
Hime, Susie's Catering, Will Covington, Bob Clark, and to Pastor Mark for allowing us to hold it 
in the Sanctuary. It was a night of fun and good desserts. Many thanks again for your support. 
Lynda Palmatary, Chairman 

2017 Methodist Women's Scholarship Applications 
 
It is that time again for our graduating Seniors to be thinking about applica-
tions for college. The Methodist Women will be awarding scholarships to 
those Seniors who are a member of the Centreville United Methodist Church 
and meet the qualifications. Applications are available with the church secre-
tary during office hours and must be returned to the address on the application by May 22, 
2017. Applications after that date will not be considered. If anyone has a question, please con-
tact Lynda Palmatary, Chairman, at 410-490-0878. 

Mother’s Day Celebration 
 

Come join us for the Flower Mart and Mother’s Day Luncheon, May 13th from 
10 a.m.-2:00 p.m. at the church!  For more information contact Phyllis Hoff-
man at 410-739-0851. 

BRICK ORDERS BEING ACCEPTED…. 
 

It’s the time of year again when we will be collecting orders for Memorial Garden bricks.  You 
can pick up your order form in the church office and submit your completed order along with 
payment for the brick to the Church Office or Pastor Robyn.  We will be collecting orders for 
the next several months and installing bricks in the summer.  All details are on the order 
forms.  Consider this beautiful way to memorialize a loved one in the peacefulness and sereni-
ty of our Memorial Garden. 
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Needed:  Sunday School Teachers 
 
The Sunday school program is in need of teachers for the upcoming 
2017-2018 year.  We have had some very dedicated teachers and a 
few of them are moving on after this school year ends. If God is lead-
ing you to help lead the children of CUMC in Christ, please contact 
Kim Parkerson at kimkeith@atlanticbb.net.  

2017 GRADUATES’ DINNER 
 
A DINNER TO CELEBRATE THE ACHIEVEMENTS OF OUR 2017 GRADUAT-
ING SENIORS WILL BE HELD MAY 9, AT 6PM, IN FELLOWSHIP HALL.  THIS 
DINNER WILL BE HOSTED BY THE METHODIST WOMEN AND THE UNITED 
METHODIST MEN.  ALL GRADUATING SENIORS AND THEIR FAMILIES ARE CORDIAL-
LY INVITED TO ATTEND.  PLEASE RSVP TO:  TOM SCULL @ 410-758-8658. 

Ed Parry Scholarship 
 
An informational meeting about the ED PARRY SCHOLARSHIP will be 
held at 5:00 PM, on May 7, in the double classroom located in the Sunday 
school wing.  Prospective 2017 CUMC high school graduates, families and 
interested individuals are invited to attend.  Copies of the scholarship appli-
cation package will also be available for pick up at the church office.  The deadline for the re-
turn of the completed applications is May 26. 



Bears in the Pew 
 
Many thanks to all who have contributed bears and ribbons for the bear ministry.  All contribu-
tions are greatly appreciated.  We will be having a bear work session very soon; so if you have 
any donations for this, please leave them in the bear closet by the office. Blessings from the 
"Mama Bears" 
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Ushers/Greeters Needed 
 
For the 8:40 a.m. Contemporary service.  Being an Usher/Greeter is a fun way to serve the 
Lord while playing an important part in the worship service. If you would like to participate or 
would like more information, please see Debbie Cimba following the early service or contact her 
at 410-490-5147. 

Plans are now beginning for VBS and we need your help!  Listed below are many of the areas 
that need to be covered in order to make this community outreach ministry a great success.  
Materials are now available for review between worship  services.   
 
Planning and Organizing Help Prior to VBS: 
 

Material organization 
 

Church layout and room design 
 

Set Building  (we will be building a space ship, brick wall and electrical outlet using foam  - 
DVD instructions provided – come and join the fun)  
 

Publicity and Registration 
 

VBS Week Volunteers:   
 

Worship and Closing Activities Station:     
 

Station Leader for Imagination Station – 
   

Station Leader for Game Makers – 
 

Station Leader for Snack Factory –  
 

Station Leader for Bible Discovery –     
        
20 Crew Leaders:  Interact with small groups of children (not more than five per leader).   High 
School Students are encouraged to serve as Crew Leaders; Middle School students who want 
to help will serve as assistant leaders to the Crew and Station Leaders.      
 
*Station and Crew leaders need to contact Tammi Clark at the church office for a background 
check.  These must be completed prior to the opening of VBS!   Questions can be directed to 
Janie Nickle Phone: 804-347-5234   Email:  vjnickle@gmail.com 
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Month in Pictures 

Announcing Our New Newsletter Editor! 
 
Beginning next month Doug Witt, our new newsletter editor, will be putting together this news-
letter for our church.  Please begin to make the transition by sending all your church announce-
ments to him at DWitt@centreville-umc.com 
 
It will be 5 years exactly that I was blessed with this ministry.  As Pastor Mark’s opening re-
marks remind us though, for everything there is a season.  My season for this ministry has now 
come to a close.  I thank everyone who submitted articles over the years for being timely, cour-
teous, and understanding. 
 
If you see Doug around the church, be sure to congratulate and thank him for stepping forward 
to take over this important information ministry.  Thank you Doug!!!  Jennifer Gragg 
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In our 
Prayers 

“And the prayer offered in faith will make the sick person well” James 5:15 

Revival 

 

Meet Our Team 
Rev. Mark Farnell, Pastor                                                              Pastor_Mark@centreville-umc.com 
Robyn Brown, Associate Pastor                                                   Pastor_Robyn@centreville-umc.com 

Tammi Clark, Office Manager                                                                 TClark@centreville-umc.com 
Charlene S. Brown, Membership Secretary                        CSmallwoodbrown@centreville-umc.com 

Doug Witt, Newsletter                                                         DWitt@centreville -umc.com 

Rudy Draper, Youth Director                                                               RDraper@centreville-umc.com 
Jodi Bortz, Music Director                                                                        JBortz@centreville-umc.com 

Will Covington, Director of Technology                                       WCovington@centreville-umc.com 

Dear Church, 
 
I have some wonderful news to share, 
and as my church family I wanted you 
to be the first to know. 
 
I have written a Christian novel, and it 
is going to be published!  It is very 
simply a book about Jesus Christ and 
his walk with us in our lives.  The sto-
ry itself is fiction; I have created all of 
the characters, but at the same time it 

is a very true story because it mirrors our own individual journeys with Christ.  I would love to 
take credit for the authorship of this book, but I really can’t. I give all glory to God for the idea 
and to the Holy Spirit for working through me to put the words on the pages. I was merely the 
vessel. 
 
The book is going be officially released on September 19

th
.  Within about a month of that date 

we will be having a book release party at the church where copies will be available for pur-
chase and I will be sharing more about the story of how this book came to fruition. I would be 
both blessed and honored if you would be a part of this journey with me! More details will fol-
low as the release approaches. 
 
In the meantime, please do two things for me. First, help spread the word! This isn’t about 
publicizing a book, it is about sharing the Good News of Jesus Christ with as many people as 
possible.  Second, please pray that this book will reach those people who need to know Jesus 
in their lives, whether Christians or anyone else. I can’t wait to share this journey with all of 
you! 
 
With many blessings ~ Pastor Robyn  
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

MAY AT A GLANCE 
 

May 1st - Trustees Meeting 6:30 p.m.                   
May 2nd - SPRC Meeting 5:30 p.m. 
May 3rd - VBS Meeting 6:30 p.m. 
May 4th - National Day of Prayer 12:00 noon CUMC Sanctuary 
May 6th - Prayer Workshop 9:30-11:30 a.m. 
May 9th - UMM Graduates Dinner 6:00 p.m. 
                 UMW Meeting 1:30 p.m. 
May 10th - VBS Meeting 6:30p.m. 
May 13th - Mothers Day Celebration 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 
May 15th - Finance Meeting 7:00 p.m. 
May 17th - Outreach Meeting 1:00 p.m. 
May 22nd - 24th - Annual Conference in Wilmington 
May 23rd - Administrative Council Meeting 6:30 p.m. - Finance, VBS and UM 
                   Reporting 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

All dates are subject to change.  Please confirm with the Church Office or Ministry Chair. 

 

Making disciples for Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. 

Scan for Online Giving 

Centreville United 
Methodist Church 

 

SUNDAY WORSHIP 
Contemporary Family Service 8:40 a.m. 

Traditional Service 11:00 a.m. 
Contemporary Service 7:00 p.m. 

Nursery Services Available 
 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES 
Kid Zone during 8:40 a.m. Service 

Sunday School 9:50 a.m. 

(plus two adult classes) 

CYM (Centreville Youth Ministries) 

Sunday 5:30 
High School Bible Study, 

Every Other Wednesday 7:00 p.m. 
 

Contact Information 
(410) 758-0868 

Fax (410) 758-1248 
www.centreville-umc.com 


