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MESSENGER 
 the 

Our Mission Is To Make Disciples For Jesus Christ! 

APRIL 2017 

 
 

Maundy Thursday Service- 7:00 p.m. 
Good Friday, Community Crosswalk – 12 Noon 

Good Friday Prayer Vigil – 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 
Easter Sunrise Service at Millstream 

Park- 6:30 a.m. 
Easter Contemporary Services – 8:40 a.m. & 

7:00 p.m. 
Easter Traditional Service- 11:00 a.m. 

 

 

Church Office Will Be Closed 
Thursday, April 13th 

Friday, April 14th 
Monday, April 17th 
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All Things Prayer! 
 
When Nothing is Everything 
 

“Martha, Martha,” the Lord answered, “you are worried and upset about 
many things, but few things are needed—or indeed only one. Mary has 
chosen what is better, and it will not be taken away from her.” (Luke 
10:38-42) 
 

Can you imagine a greater privilege than to get to cook and serve a 
meal to Jesus and His disciples? The queen of New Testament hospital-
ity, Martha of Bethany, was probably aquiver with excitement over this 
opportunity. She wanted it to be just right. But she needed some help and her sister Mary was 
nowhere to be found . . . until Martha went into the main part of the house and saw her sister 
sitting at Jesus’ feet, listening to Him. 
 

Martha’s complaint to Jesus over her sister’s lack of help prompts one of the most radical state-
ments spoken by Jesus. If we allow His words to sink into our lives, we will be forever changed. 
“Martha, Martha, you are worried and upset about many things, but only one thing is needed.” 
Then He pointed to what Mary was doing as the one thing. 
 

We don’t know about your lives, but ours are very busy with many things that seem needed or 
necessary. Look at our calendars and you’ll find many things that we think are important and 
should be done. But we must assume that the Lord of Creation knows what He’s talking about 
and that in the midst of our horizontal activity only one thing is truly essential. 
 

What amazes us is the reality of the “one thing” Mary was engaged in. She wasn’t really doing 
anything! She was simply being with Jesus and preferring this to everything else she could 
have been occupied with on that particular day. But Jesus gently tells us that being with Him is 
the one thing we should commit ourselves to— above everything else. 
 

What is your priority today? Jesus points us from a horizontal lifestyle that focuses on needs, 
people, calendars, budgets, and a seemingly endless list of “important” activities toward a verti-
cal posture that fixes our eyes on His love, purpose and presence and soaks in all that He is . . . 
just as Mary of Bethany has taught us. 
 

Lord Jesus, how I long to sit at Your feet and listen. Help me to turn from busyness and self to 
look to You. In the midst of serving You and loving You, I want to be with You. I need Your help 
to keep my priorities based on Your desires for me. I lay down my life this day and choose to fix 
my eyes on You. 
 

 –Adapted from Vertical with Jesus: A 30-Day Journey to Impact Kingdom Living by David and 
Kim Butts. 
 

Prayer Points 
Praise our God, who is unfailing in love and great in compassion (Psalm 51:1-2). Give thanks 
for the forgiveness of all your past, present, and future sins through Jesus’ death 2,000 years 
ago! Confess that your sin has been against God himself (51:3-5). Commit to the full integrity of 
having God’s truth and wisdom in the inner recesses of your heart (51:6). Ask God for full 
cleansing, purity, joy, and gladness (51:7-9). 
 

Pray for the integrity and understanding of your church’s leaders. Ask God to give them effec-
tiveness in equipping you to lead people to God’s forgiveness and righteousness (51:13-14). 
 
–Prayer Points taken from Patterns for Prayer by Alvin VanderGriend. 



CUMC & New Life  
United Methodist Church 

Pot Luck and Comedy Night! 

 
Join us on Friday, April 28th at 6:30 p.m. for a pot luck dinner 

and Christian comedian DVD with our brothers and sisters from New 

Life United Methodist Community Church. It will be held at CUMC in 

our Fellowship Hall.  This will be an evening full of fellowship, food, and 

laughter. Come hungry and ready to be entertained while visiting with 

one another in faith! 
The main course of chicken and beef will be provided.  

If your last name begins with A- M please bring a side dish, if N-Z 

please bring a dessert. Drinks will be provided by the church.  A sign-up sheet is on 

the bulletin board across from the copy room.  Don’t miss out on this wonderful oppor-

tunity to spend some time as the Body of Christ! 
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INTRODUCING “MyCUMC” 
 
In a few weeks, our website will provide CUMC Members and Constituents with a link to access 
MyCUMC.  
 
MyCUMC will enable us to connect as a community and stay up to date on CUMC events. You 
will be able to perform a variety of important tasks, such as: 
 

View the church calendar and individual events 
Submit changes to your addresses, phone numbers, and e-mail addresses 
Print directories 
Add individual and/or family photos to your profile 
Set up your personal preferences 
Customize your privacy and viewing preferences  
Find groups 
Communicate with other church members and members of your groups 
Change the e-mail address associated with your login  
Change your login password  
  

Please note that your login email address must be in the CUMC database. (If you are a 
CUMC member or constituent, and you currently receive weekly announcements, your email 
address is in the CUMC database.) If you are interested in being part of this exciting new 
opportunity, and you don’t think your email address is in our database, please legibly 
print your preferred email address on the Attendance Sheet next Sunday, or send it to 
csmallwoodbrown@centreville-umc.com. 
 
Charlene Smallwood Brown 
Membership Secretary / Database Support Specialist 

mailto:csmallwoodbrown@centreville-umc.com
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Easter Lilies and Altar Flowers 
 
Easter lilies will be placed on the altar for Easter Sunday, April 16.  If you 
want to place a lily on the altar "in memory or honor" of someone, please 
call Tammy at the office by Tuesday, April 11. 
 

Altar flowers are needed for Sunday April 30.  Please call Ruth Ann 
Walls, 410-490-3259, if interested.  Thanks to all for your help. 

NOTES FROM THE KIDS ZONE 
“Train up a child in the way he should go, And when he is old, he will not depart from 
it.”  Proverbs 22:6 (NKJV) 
 
Having spent several years working in churches where there were no children, I find it exciting 
to work the children of Centreville UMC.   Since beginning Kids Zone in September, the chil-
dren and I have begun a journey that leads us in unusual directions.  Kids Zone is not a quiet 
orderly place, and if you stop by unexpectedly, you may find us playing games, wandering 
around blindfolded, shouting answers to Bible Trivia or hanging out talking about God.  
  
The program offers children a place to worship and learn about being part of a church family.  
We are definitely in the building stages of our program and depend heavily on the children 
sharing with us what they like, and do not like, about our Sunday morning activities.  The mu-
sic, the games and the worship sessions are designed around the children’s interest and par-
ticipation.  It is easy to tell what they enjoy, and especially easy to determine what they do not. 
Activities are rotated to make Kids Zone a fun, interesting and challenging environment.  There 
have been some setbacks is to be expected, but the children who attend are growing in Bible 
knowledge.  Just ask them to tell you the Books of the Old Testament!  You may be surprised 
at how much they know!   
 
The program is designed for children from PreK through 5

th
 grade. We are fortunate to have 

attracted middle and high school students who serve as assistants.  Mary Becraft serves as 
our High School Assistant Leader and William Hussey is our Middle School Assistant.    
Patty Torre and Amanda Baxter have joined the Kids Zone leadership team and they bring with 
them a great deal of experience in working with children.  We are looking forward to providing 
the children with a variety of activities focusing on Bible Facts and topics.  This will also allow 
us to work in smaller groups during games and activities and develop activities for based on 
age groups.  We will continue to end our Sunday activities with group worship.  
Kids Zone will continue throughout the summer and we will be using the Summer Sunday 
School material – Old Testament Stories – as our primary theme.  We will continue with the 
games the children enjoy, find new ways to share our knowledge and continue to end our 
morning with songs, prayers and worship.  I hope you will consider signing up to help us over 
the summer so we can make sure to have appropriate leaders during the vacation season.   
Just stop by the Fellowship Hall and select a date to play and worship with us in the Kids Zone. 
   
Janie Nickle  
Phone: 804-347-5234 
Email:  vjnickle@gmail.com  

mailto:vjnickle@gmail.com


Bears in the Pew 
 
Many thanks to all who have contributed bears and ribbons for the bear ministry.  All contribu-
tions are greatly appreciated.  We will be having a bear work session very soon; so if you have 
any donations for this, please leave them in the bear closet by the office. Blessings from the 
"Mama Bears" 
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Ushers/Greeters Needed 
 
For the 8:40 a.m. Contemporary service.  Being an Usher/Greeter is a fun way to serve the 
Lord while playing an important part in the worship service. If you would like to participate or 
would like more information, please see Debbie Cimba following the early service or contact her 
at 410-490-5147. 

Plans are now beginning for VBS and we need your help!  Listed below are many of the areas 
that need to be covered in order to make this community outreach ministry a great success.  
Materials are now available for review between worship  services.   
 
Planning and Organizing Help Prior to VBS: 
 

Material organization 
 

Church layout and room design 
 

Set Building  (we will be building a space ship, brick wall and electrical outlet using foam  - 
DVD instructions provided – come and join the fun)  
 

Publicity and Registration 
 

VBS Week Volunteers:   
 

Worship and Closing Activities Station:     
 

Station Leader for Imagination Station – 
   

Station Leader for Game Makers – 
 

Station Leader for Snack Factory –  
 

Station Leader for Bible Discovery –     
        
20 Crew Leaders:  Interact with small groups of children (not more than five per leader).   High 
School Students are encouraged to serve as Crew Leaders; Middle School students who want 
to help will serve as assistant leaders to the Crew and Station Leaders.      
 
*Station and Crew leaders need to contact Tammi Clark at the church office for a background 
check.  These must be completed prior to the opening of VBS!   Questions can be directed to 
Janie Nickle Phone: 804-347-5234   Email:  vjnickle@gmail.com 
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2017 Easter Egg Hunt! 
 

The Sunday School program will be holding their annual  
Easter egg hunt on Sunday, April 9th during Sunday 

    School which is 9:45 a.m. 
 
 
 

Rain date will be 
Sunday, April 16.  

Outreach:  
Reaching Out into our Community to Make a Difference 
By Larisa Thomas 
 

Covenant Support for Congo Missionaries, Dr. Jonathan and Donna Baker, for 2017 
 

We have started collecting our $2,500 Covenant Commitment for our missionaries the Bakers in 
2017 (and thank you to all who contributed in 2016). In the covenant relationship our church has 
with the Bakers, it is asked for every person to donate at least $5/year. Envelopes are located 
throughout church, or you can simply put ‘Congo’ in the memo line of a check.  
 

Rev. Dr. Jonathan Baker and Donna Baker are working in conjunction with the Central Congo 
Partnership, supported by our church conference. Check out the website with the details of the 
work taken on by the Central Congo Partnership at http://www.congo-mission.org/ or on Face-
book at: Congo Partnership. Here is a list of some of the projects they support: Cataract Mis-
sion, Mpasa Clinic and Nutrition Center, Program for Severely Malnourished Children, Sewing 
Program, Agriculture Project, Well Digging, and Mbundi Technical School. 
 

The Bakers are also needing extra funding to hold the Cataract Surgery this summer. For only 
$100, a blind person can see again. Due to unexpected changes, more money needs to be 
raised. Check out the YouTube video (google: Missionary Newsletter February 2017 Youtube). 
The Outreach Pancake Breakfast raised $166 for this work. If you would like to add a special 
gift, the checks are made out to ‘Congo Partnership’ and then Memo: Cataract Surgery.   
 

Help Rebuild in Queen Anne’s County April 29
th

: Sign up time! 
 

For our Rebuilding Together (local organization that helps local low-income and disabled or el-
derly with home repairs) project, we will be working on a house in Pondtown in northern Queen 
Anne’s. Some of the projects that we are currently looking at are new windows, replacing rotten 
floors and laying vinyl floors, roofing, and painting. We will need a lot of volunteers. No experi-
ence is needed. Sign up on the bulletin board across from the office.  
 

Youth and Appalachia Missions Yard Sale: May 6th 
 

Start cleaning your closets! Donations will be taken the evenings before the Yard Sale. Mark 

your calendars for a great chance to bargain hunt! 

http://www.congo-mission.org/


Bears in the Pew 
 
Many thanks to all who have contributed bears and ribbons for the bear ministry.  All contribu-
tions are greatly appreciated.  We will be having a bear work session very soon; so if you have 
any donations for this, please leave them in the bear closet by the office. Blessings from the 
"Mama Bears" 
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ED PARRY SCHOLARSHIP 
 

ANNOUNCING THE ED PARRY SCHOLARSHIP 

PROGRAM FOR 2017 
 

The ED PARRY SCHOLARSHIP assists deserving CUMC high school 
graduates in pursuing post-high school education.  Post-high school edu-
cation would be continued learning through institutions of higher education:  
university, college, special certification programs and the like.  The ED PARRY SCHOLAR-
SHIP is administered by the CUMC United Methodist Men’s ED PARRY SCHOLARSHIP 
COMMITTEE. 
 

The ED PARRY SCHOLARSHIP program will be presented in detail at a meeting arranged by 
the scholarship committee (Date and time TBD).  2017 CUMC high school graduates pursuing 
post-high school education, families, and interested individuals are invited to attend.  Applica-
tions will be available to attendees at this meeting. 
 

Attend!  Gather information!  Pick up your application packets.  Let’s get the ED PARRY 
SCHOLARSHIP program started for 2017. 
 

In addition, all graduating seniors and their families are invited to a celebratory dinner to be 
held in Fellowship Hall on Tuesday, May 9, at 6:30. Mark your calendars! 
 

The Ed Parry Scholarship Committee 

                                           

CHICKEN BARBECUE DINNER 
SPONSORED BY THE METHODIST MEN 

CENTREVILLE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

WEDNESDAY April 26, 2016 
Carry out dinners only 

$7.00 

Pick-up from 3:00 – 6:00 P.M. 
BAKE AND DESSERT TABLE BY THE METHODIST WOMEN                                        

 
Come and volunteer if you are not busy on the 26th.  1:00 P.M. to 3:00 P.M.  

Call Tom Scull at 410-758-8658 if you have any questions. 

 
The Methodist Men return all money raised to fund CUMC programs/

projects such as our cabin at Camp Pecometh,  scholarships and several 

smaller budgeted donations to various church activities.  We thank you for 

your past support and hope you will order our dinners for October 26th. 
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In our 
Prayers 

“And the prayer offered in faith will make the sick person well” James 5:15 

Revival 

The Harr Family 

Meet Our Team 
Rev. Mark Farnell, Pastor                                                              Pastor_Mark@centreville-umc.com 
Robyn Brown, Associate Pastor                                                   Pastor_Robyn@centreville-umc.com 

Tammi Clark, Office Manager                                                                 TClark@centreville-umc.com 
Charlene S. Brown, Membership Secretary                        CSmallwoodbrown@centreville-umc.com 

Jennifer Gragg, Newsletter                                                 JGragg@centreville -umc.com 

Rudy Draper, Youth Director                                                               RDraper@centreville-umc.com 
Jodi Bortz, Music Director                                                                        JBortz@centreville-umc.com 

Will Covington, Director of Technology                                       WCovington@centreville-umc.com 

Seeking Newsletter Editor 
 

CUMC is looking for a reliable person to take over the 
Newsletter Editor position.  Please pray about taking over 

this ministry! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The church provides the Publisher software, so all you 
need is a computer, the internet, and an active email ad-

dress.  Training is provided if needed.  
 

Please contact the church office, 410-758-0868 
or me directly at jengragg@yahoo.com.  

Thank you for any interest!  Jennifer Gragg 
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

APRIL AT A GLANCE 
 

April 1st - Church Clean-up Day 8:00 a.m. 
April 3rd - Trustees Meeting 6:30 p.m. 
                  UMW Meeting 1:00 p.m. 
April 9th - Easter Egg Hunt During Sunday School 
April 10th - ASP Meeting 7:00 p.m. 
April 11th - United Methodist Men Meeting 6:30 p.m. 
April 13th - Maundy Thursday Service 7:00 p.m. 
                    Church Office Closed 
April 14th - Good Friday Prayer Vigil 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 
                    Community Crosswalk 12:00 noon 
                    Church Office Closed 
April 16th - Easter Sunrise Service at Millstream Park 6:30 a.m. 
                    Easter Contemporary Services 8:40 a.m. & 7:00 p.m. 
                    Easter Traditional Service 11:00 a.m. 
April 17th - Finance Meeting 7:00 p.m. 
                   Church Office Closed 
April 23rd - New Member Luncheon After 11:00 Service 
April 24th - Worship Committee Meeting 7:00 p.m. 
April 25th - Administrative Council Meeting 6:30 p.m. - SPRC, Trustees, 
                    Membership and ASP Reporting 
April 26th - UMM Chicken BBQ 
                    Outreach Meeting 1:00 p.m. 
April 28th - CUMC and New Life Pot Luck/Comedy Night 6:30 p.m. 
April 29th - Rebuilding Together 
 
 

All dates are subject to change.  Please confirm with the Church Office or Ministry Chair. 

 

Making disciples for Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. 

Scan for Online Giving 

Centreville United 
Methodist Church 

 

SUNDAY WORSHIP 
Contemporary Family Service 8:40 a.m. 

Traditional Service 11:00 a.m. 
Contemporary Service 7:00 p.m. 

Nursery Services Available 
 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES 
Kid Zone during 8:40 a.m. Service 

Sunday School 9:50 a.m. 

(plus two adult classes) 

CYM (Centreville Youth Ministries) 

Sunday 5:30 
High School Bible Study, 

Every Other Wednesday 7:00 p.m. 
 

Contact Information 
(410) 758-0868 

Fax (410) 758-1248 
www.centreville-umc.com 


