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Our Mission Is To Make Disciples For Jesus Christ! 

NOVEMBER 2016 

Get Out and Vote!! 
 

     I must admit this is one of the more challenging elections in recent histo-
ry. Who do we vote for when both candidates are a morally awkward 
choice? Do we vote for the lesser of the two evils? At the prayer rally in An-
napolis, Franklin Graham said Christians need to vote in the upcoming 
election. He stated, “During the last presidential election 20 million evangel-
ical Christians stayed home”. They never voted. The first thing we can do is 
participate. I urge Christians everywhere to vote. Get out there and enter 
the ballot box and vote. Dr. David Jeremiah, lead pastor of Shadow Moun-
tain Community Church, said, “This is a crucial election determined by 
whether Christians can exercise their faith – inside the Church or outside 
the Church”. 
 
     Voters must decide who is going to stand up for our religious freedoms, 
national security, fight against radical terrorism, and select the next Su-
preme Court justices. The next president will select between two and four 
justices to rule over the issues of our nation for the next 30 years.  The sec-
ond thing Christians can do is pray. Prayer is the most important thing we 
can do for this nation. The Bible says, “I urge you, first of all, to pray for all 
people. Ask God to help them; intercede on their behalf, and give thanks 
for them. Pray this way for kings and all who are in authority so that we can 
live peaceful and quiet lives marked by godliness and dignity” I Timothy 2:1
–4. Paul is admonishing us to pray for our leaders. Abraham Lincoln once 
said, ‘‘I have been driven many times to my knees by the overwhelming 
conviction that I had nowhere else to go. My own wisdom… seemed insuffi-
cient for the day.’’ Remember when we pray for our President and the 
country we are acknowledging that God is really the one in charge. 
 
     The third thing we can do is prepare for the upcoming election. We need 
to study the issues and the stances of both candidates and test them in 
light of Scripture. Sadly, most people won’t do that. Go to Decision America 
Tour’s website and examine the articles they have prepared on both candi-
dates. The articles are both informative and revealing.  
 
   What can Christians do in the upcoming election? Participate, pray and 
prepare. Get out there and vote! 
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All Things Prayer! 
 

Prayer to Discern What is Best 
 
Paul, praying for the believers said, 
“And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and more in 
knowledge and depth of insight, so that you may be able to discern what is 
best and may be pure and blameless until the day of Christ, filled with the fruit 
of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ – to the glory and praise of God.” Philippians 
1:15 
 
prayer to action this in my life: 
Father God, I ask right now that You would help me to grow in having my heart filled with over-
flowing love for You. Keep me growing in my understanding of that love and how your Truth can 
help me avoid error in my own life. 
Father, help me to discern what is best and give me strength to follow that course. Help me to 
keep my heart pure in thought and attitude and to live my life in such a way that I cast no shad-
ow on Your name. May my life reflect the love of Jesus, may I share His joy and bring His 
peace into areas of conflict. May I be patient with those who I find abrasive and be gentle in re-
turn. May I reflect Your goodness to others and share my faith in You. Let my life be marked by 
a humility that shows my confidence is in You and not in my own wisdom. Let my life proclaim 
who my God is!!  In the strong name of Jesus I pray, Amen. 
 
By Gail Rodgers 

Prayer Vigil 
 
A Prayer Vigil for Friday & 
Saturday, Nov. 11th & 12th, 
6pm - 6 pm, will be cen-
tered upon Healing & Unity for our Nation and 
Prayers for our Newly Elected Officials.  

Altar Flowers 
 
Altar flowers needed for 11/6 and 
12/18.  Thank you! 

CYM Spaghetti Dinner 
 
Thursday, November 17th - CYM 
spaghetti dinner... ticket sales 
coming soon.  

Christmas Pageant 
 
This year’s Christmas Pageant 
will be Saturday December 
17th.  Rehearsals will begin in 
November. Contact Kim 
Parkerson if interested in helping.   

Ecumenical Thanksgiving 

Eve Service 
 
A community Thanksgiving Eve 
Service will be held at Bethel AME 
Church on Wednesday, November 
23, 2016 at 7:00 p.m. Bethel AME is located 
at 102 Spaniard Neck Road in Centre-
ville.  Our own Pastor Mark will be preaching. 
Please plan to join us to give thanks to our 
God!  

Operation Christmas Child 
 
The Blessing of the Shoeboxes is Sunday, November 13th at the 11:00 service. 
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Christmas Care 
Packages 

 

This year Christmas falls on a Sunday. Since we all will 
want to spend the day with loved ones, we have decided to 
do something different this year. We will not be having any 
church services that day.  Instead, we have decided to 
reach out to the many agencies within our community who 
will be working on Christmas day and deliver Christmas 

care packages to them. Here’s how it will work…. 
 
During the Advent season we will have a bulletin board in the Narthex with the names of vari-
ous community agencies. If you would like to participate, you will sign up to make a dessert, 
snack, for one of the agencies. Please prepare enough for about 10-12 people and keep in 
mind that other volunteers will also be delivering packages to the same agency as the one you 
choose.  You will not be the only one, so don’t feel as though you have to make enough for the 
entire agency.  (Also, we know everyone is super busy this time of year so remember, lots of 
things can be made ahead of time and frozen! Also it does not have to be homemade – store 
bought is fine too!)  Then on Christmas morning at 10:00 a.m. we will all assemble in the Fel-
lowship Hall with our care packages. This will be very casual so feel free to come in jeans or 
sweats! We will spend about 15 minutes together singing a few Christmas carols, praying, and 
then we will bless the packages.  After that we will each personally deliver our care packages 
to the agency to which we decided to reach out.  We will present them with the care package, 
thank them for their service, and from there we will each head home to celebrate the birth of 
our Savior.   
 
Please prayerfully consider being a part of this wonderful outreach opportunity to share our 
love with the community. While most of us are blessed by being able to spend Christmas in our 
cozy homes with family and loved ones, many people sacrifice that time to serve others, such 
as our various police agencies, first responders, and medical personnel.  We want to show 
them how much they are appreciated, and it will take no more than an hour from your Christ-
mas morning.  Also, if you have any suggestions as to local agencies that might benefit from 
our Christmas Care Package delivery, please touch base with Pastor Robyn and share with her 
your suggestion. 
 
Blessings as we prepare for the holiday season!  And remember, “It is more blessed to give 
than to receive.” Acts 20:25. 

Want to be a Member of CUMC? 
 
If you are considering becoming a member of CUMC, I am having an inter-
est meeting in the balcony of the sanctuary on November 20th between the 
two morning services.  This is to meet you and provide you with information 
regarding the classes which will begin in January.  Hope to see you there!  
Jennifer Gragg 
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Outreach:  
Reaching Out into our Community to Make a Difference 
 

QAC Feed A Family for Thanksgiving 
Again this year for Thanksgiving baskets, CUMC will be joining with Feed A Family, a Commu-
nity Thanksgiving Food Program established more than 20 years ago on Kent Island.  The con-
cept is similar to Adopt A Bear for Christmas.  CUMC received 40 Turkey tags with a list of 
items to provide for a family.  Instead of bringing items to church, each box of food will be deliv-
ered to the old outlets at Kent Narrows on November 16

th
 & 17

th
 from 5-8 PM. 

 
Saturday, November 21

st
 is Delivery Day.  Work starts at 9am; help is needed inside and 

outside as well as to make deliveries all over Queen Anne’s County, including in Centreville 
and areas north of here.  
 
Prayerfully consider participating in this ministry to help families in our community.  Thank you 
for your generosity in spirit and stewardship.    

 
QAC Shelter Help Needed – Great Follow Up on our Book Club! 
It is again time for us to focus on the QAC Homeless Shelter, Our Haven, which is run out of 
Kent Island UMC. CUMC’s dates to help out are Monday December 12

th
 thru Thursday Dec. 

15
th

, Tuesday January 17
th

 thru Thursday Jan. 19
th

, and Sunday February 12
th

 thru Tues-
day Feb. 14

th
. We need 2 volunteers for the 6PM to midnight shift for each night. The main part 

of this job is fellowshipping with the Guests, while making sure they follow the rules. Either Bar-
ry Ebersole or Larisa Thomas (the church coordinators) will be there to start the evening off 
and get you settled in. Dinner is provided by a member of our church. Please sign up at the 
VIM Bulletin Board. Last year we couldn’t find volunteers, and the Kohnes needed to volunteer 
3 of the 8 shifts (which they loved, but still is asking a lot). Come out and help out for a night to 
support those less fortunate.  
 
In addition, CUMC also needs church members to cook and serve a meal for 10 to 20 people 
staying at the shelter. It does not have to fancy; in fact, plain home cooking is great! Some past 
dinners included chili, soup, spaghetti, hot dogs, pizza, casseroles, whatever you feel like cook-
ing. Feel free to bring a few family members or friends to help serve (although we need to limit 
it to 6-7 at most, so we don’t intimidate the guests). All youth volunteers under 18 years of age 
must stay with an adult at all times and leave the shelter by 8 PM. Sign up at the VIM Bulletin 
Board or contact Larisa Thomas 410-758-2144 for more details. 
 

Cleaning Buckets Shipped Out 
Our Cleaning Bucket collection was a success. Teaming up with Wye 

of Carmichael and Calvary UMC, we collected enough to prepare 17 

buckets full of essential cleaning supplies for those hit by flood wa-

ters. Our buckets were delivered to UMCOR’s warehouse in Me-

chanicsburg, PA in October. UMCOR’S warehouses had been emp-

tied of these emergency kits due to the numerous disasters that have 

been occurring throughout the United States. “Thank you so much,” 

said Rev. Bonnie Jones-Goldstein, who accepted the buckets at her Hub in Christiana. “There 

is such a shortage of buckets.” 



Bears in the Pew 
 
Many thanks to all who have contributed bears and ribbons for the bear ministry.  All contribu-
tions are greatly appreciated.  We will be having a bear work session very soon; so if you have 
any donations for this, please leave them in the bear closet by the office. Blessings from the 
"Mama Bears" 
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NOVEMBER 2016 

Decorating the Church 
 
You are invited on Saturday, November 26th at 9:00 AM, to help decorate 
our beautiful church for the advent season.  We will decorate our chrismon 
trees, hang wreaths and garlands.  It’s a wonderful time of fellowship and 
Bah Humbugs are welcome! 
 
Many hands make for light work.  For more information, please call Beth 
Covington at 410-758-2247. 
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In our 
Prayers 

“And the prayer offered in faith will make the sick person well” James 5:15 

Alden Poet 

Meet Our Team 
Rev. Mark Farnell, Pastor                                                              Pastor_Mark@centreville-umc.com 
Robyn Brown, Associate Pastor                                                   Pastor_Robyn@centreville-umc.com 

Tammi Clark, Office Manager                                                                 TClark@centreville-umc.com 
Charlene S. Brown, Membership Secretary                        CSmallwoodbrown@centreville-umc.com 

Jennifer Gragg, Newsletter                                                 JGragg@centreville -umc.com 

Rudy Draper, Youth Director                                                               RDraper@centreville-umc.com 

Month in Pictures 
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

NOVEMBER AT A GLANCE 

 
November 1st - SPRC Meeting 5:30 p.m. 
November 7th - Trustees Meeting 6:30 p.m. 
November 11th-12th - Prayer Vigil 
November 13th - Blessing of the Shoeboxes 
November 14th - Finance Meeting 7:00 p.m. 
November 16th - Lay Leadership 6:00 p.m. 
November 17th - CYM Spaghetti Dinner 6:00 p.m. 
November 19th - Mercy’s Well Concert 6:30 p.m. 
November 20th - New Member Interest Meeting, Balcony 10:00 
November 22nd - Administrative Council 6:30 p.m. 
November 23rd - Church Office Closes 1:00 p.m. 
                             Ecumenical Thanksgiving Eve Service 7:00 p.m. 
                             Outreach Meeting 1:00 p.m. 
November 24th - Church Office Closed, Thanksgiving Day 
November 25th - Church Office Closed 
November 26th - Church Decorated for Christmas 9:00 a.m. 
November 28th - Advent Bible Study Begins 7:00 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
All dates are subject to change.  Please confirm with the Calendar, Church Office or Ministry Chair. 

 

Making disciples for Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. 

Scan for Online Giving 

Centreville United 
Methodist Church 

 

SUNDAY WORSHIP 
Contemporary—8:40 a.m. 

& 7:00 p.m. 
Traditional—11:00 a.m. 
Nursery Services Available 

 
SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Adults 9:50 a.m. 
Children 9:50 a.m. 

 
Contact Information 

(410) 758-0868 
Fax (410) 758-1248 

www.centreville-umc.com 


