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Our Mission Is To Make Disciples For Jesus Christ! 

DECEMBER 2016 

December 2016 
 
     Christmas pageant practice would begin as early as October. I have 
memories of getting so excited when the Sunday School Superintendent 
would announce auditions for the upcoming Christmas pageant. By open-
ing night, we knew all the songs and every line was memorized. The par-
ents worked overtime to get the costumes ready for all to see and the 
stage design made every scene move seamlessly proving there had been 
a great deal of planning and preparation. Of course, this doesn’t compare 
to the preparation God put into action the first Christmas, the birth of His 
Son, Jesus Christ. God calculated every facet with meticulousness and 
planning.  
     Luke the 2

nd
 chapter sets the stage for God’s glorious production. About 

700 years prior, God was preparing for the birth of Jesus through the mes-
sage of the prophet of Micah, “But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you 
are small among the clans of Judah, out of you will come for me one who 
will be ruler over Israel, whose origins are from of old, from ancient times” 
Micah 5:2.  
     God’s preparation for the first Christmas continues through a young 
woman espoused to Joseph. Mary and Joseph had neither cohabitated 
nor shared the intimacy of their relationship but by the time Jesus was 
born they were parents, “Moved by the Spirit, he went into the temple 
courts. When the parents brought in the child Jesus to do for him what the 
custom of the Law required”…. Luke 2:27. During the miracle in the life of 
Mary and Joseph, God was getting ready for Christmas. 
      Through Jesus, God prepared a way for salvation, “Today in the town 
of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord”, Luke 
2:11. In addition, God prepared a way of great joy, “but the angel said to 
them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for 
all the people”, Luke 2:10. God made a way for us to know joy, through 
knowing Jesus. 
     Christmas would not exist in our house if it was not for my family pre-
paring for the holiday; likewise, God prepared for that first Christmas in 
every way. Ready or not, Christmas is here. 
      From our family to yours, have a Merry Christmas and a Happy New 
Year.  
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All Things Prayer! 
 

Thoughts About God Devotionals  
 

The Wisemen 
 

By: Joyce Carr Stedelbauer 
 
 

The rich caravan from the East slowed on the hillside before Jerusalem. The wise men carried 
treasure boxes of precious gift wrapped with strong cords the color of sunrise. They marveled 
at the golden sigh of the Glorious Temple rising about the walls of the city. Surely this must be 

the Temple of a great King. They would pay their respects and press on until the  
miraculous STAR they were following finally stopped. They rejoiced 

and sang Psalms of ascent, 
Our feet are standing within your gates 

O Jerusalem.  
Psalm 122 

sensing that their journey to find the King of the Jews was 
almost completed. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
How do you know it was His star? Did you have ancient prophets’ scrolls to study? 

Were you perhaps Jews, descendants of Queen Esther’s people, 
those who sat weeping and hung their harps in the willow trees? 

Did they stay behind when Ezra and Nehemiah led the return to Jerusalem? 
After the first Purim celebration was business very good in Babylon? 

 
Did you debate what Isaiah meant when he wrote that A Virgin shall bear a Son, 

and ponder how to find Bethlehem in Judea where Micah had spoken of the birthplace? 
Did you nightly search the black-tented desert skies for The Star that would arise out of Jacob? 

 
There was no more wondering. Suddenly out of the pit of night, radiance rose, 

brilliance beyond measure. Without mistake, this was a supernatural star, indeed, 
The Daystar. 

 
Friends called you foolish. Hastily packing for an arduous journey, preparing gifts for an Infant 

King, a mission without precedent. 
 

The Star moved, you followed with courage like Daniel. Dry days, lavish nights under the Star-
struck sky until Jerusalem appeared like a golden city descending out of heaven and The Star 

stood still over a stable. 
 

Yes, Isaiah, Micah, your directions were accurate.  A Star did rise out of Jacob, from the house 
of David.  Wise men still kneel before the King of Kings. 

 
Reference: Matthew 2 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%202&version=31
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Christmas Care 
Packages 

 
This year Christmas falls on a Sunday. Since we all will want to 
spend the day with loved ones, we have decided to reach out to 
the many agencies within our community who will be working on 
Christmas day and deliver Christmas care packages to them. 
Here’s how it will work…. 
 
Please visit the bulletin board in our Narthex. There, on the tree, 
you will find Christmas balls with the names of various communi-

ty agencies, the address, and what type of food you will be bringing (snacks or dessert). Please 
see the below list of suggestions as to what you might want to bring.  Then on Christmas morn-
ing at 10:00 a.m. we will all assemble in the Fellowship Hall with our care packages. This will 
be very casual, so feel free to come in jeans or sweats! We will spend about 15 minutes togeth-
er singing a few Christmas carols, praying, and then we will bless the packages.  After that we 
will each personally deliver our care packages to the agency to which we decided to reach out.  
We will present them with the care package, thank them for their service, and from there we 
will each head home to celebrate the birth of our Savior.   
 
Please prayerfully consider being a part of this wonderful outreach opportunity to share our 
love with the community. While most of us are blessed by being able to spend Christmas in our 
cozy homes with family and loved ones, many people sacrifice that time to serve others, such 
as our various police agencies, first responders, and medical personnel.  We want to show 
them how much they are appreciated, and it will take no more than an hour from your Christ-
mas morning.  Blessings as we prepare for the holiday season!  And remember, “It is more 
blessed to give than to receive.” Acts 20:25. 

 

SUGGESTIONS FOR DESSERTS:  Brownies, cookies, cupcakes, pies, donuts. 
 
SUGGESTIONS FOR SNACKS: Cheese and crackers, vegetable trays, fruit trays, Pepper-

idge Farm, finger food appetizers (mini sandwiches). 

 

A FEW IMPORTANT REMINDERS:  
 Many foods can be made a few weeks in advance, frozen, and then thawed the day before. 

That way you will not be cooking on Christmas Eve!   

 The food does not have to be homemade – store bought is fine!  

 Please make sure you deliver the items in disposable containers like Tupperware or tins so 
you do not have to worry about retrieving it.  

 Please prepare enough for about 10-12 people, and keep in mind that other volunteers will 
also be delivering packages to the same agency as the one you choose.  You will not be 
the only one, so don’t feel as though you have to make enough for the entire agency.  
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Month in Pictures 



Bears in the Pew 
 
Many thanks to all who have contributed bears and ribbons for the bear ministry.  All contribu-
tions are greatly appreciated.  We will be having a bear work session very soon; so if you have 
any donations for this, please leave them in the bear closet by the office. Blessings from the 
"Mama Bears" 
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Christmas Pageant 
 
Please join us for this year’s Christmas Pageant, 12 Symbols of 
Christmas!  Saturday December 17, at 6:30 p.m. in fellowship 
hall.   The children have worked very hard to prepare a beautiful play 
to celebrate the birth of our savior Jesus Christ. Hope to see you 
there.  

Christmas Poinsettias 
 
Poinsettias for Christmas will be displayed in the Sanctuary on Dec. 18th 
through Dec. 25th.  Please call the office by Monday, 12/12, if you want to 
place one in memory or honor of someone.  Poinsettias should be delivered 
to the church by noon on Friday, 12/16 and remain until after the 10 p.m. ser-
vice on 12/24.  You may also leave them until after the 1/1/17 services. 

CONFIRMATION  

February 3-5, 2017  for all  7th graders 

 

Blessings to you from Andrew and Jennifer Nowak. We will be the directors for this year’s Con-
firmation class weekend. We are very honored and excited to share in and help facilitate the 
faith walk with our Lord of these young men and women. Andy, our two daughters, and I  
moved to Centreville from Felton, De two years ago, and  have been attending CUMC since. 
We look forward to a faith and fun filled weekend and covet your prayers for the Confirmands 
and us. 
 
-Open to all 7

th
 graders. 

 
The Confirmation retreat ‘lock in’ weekend will be held   Friday, February 3, 2017 through 
Sunday, February 5, 2017, at Centreville United Methodist Church. Students will report on 
Friday, February 3 at 5:30 p.m,  stay overnight and be dismissed on Saturday, February 4 at 
8:30 p.m. Students will return to the church at 6:00 a.m Sunday for a service project and stay 
for both the 8:40 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. services. 
 
-Confirmation Sunday will be held on June 4, 2017 at the 11 a.m. service. 
 
-Please contact Jennifer Nowak at jgnowak@yahoo.com or the Church office at 410- 758-
0868 for more information and registration. 
 
Thank you and God Bless, 
Andrew and Jennifer Nowak 

mailto:jgnowak@yahoo.com
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Thank you so much to everyone in the church who made Pastor Ap-
preciation Month so special for us!  The luncheon, cards, gifts, and 
well wishes were very much appreciated.  We are truly blessed to be 
a part of this ministry and this church! 
 
   In Christ, 

   Pastor Mark & Pastor Robyn 

Update from the Centreville Methodist Women Sewing Group: 
 
Have you ever wondered what is happening in the Red Room of the Sunday 
School wing? Our sewing group (all 4-5 of us) meet on Monday mornings 
from 9 – 11 a.m. to work on projects for Corsica Hills, Compass Hospice, the 
Summer Migrant Program, Food Pantry, and the needs of our community. 
 
Since October of 2015, we have made the following articles: 
 

 12 Adult bibs for White Woods Assisted Living and 12 for Heartlands (both in Grasonville) 

 Fidget aprons and catheter cover bags for Corsica Hills and Hospice 

 Small quilts for the Pet Shelter 

 25 small quilts and 14 pillow cases for the Infants/Toddlers in the Migrant Program, 12 
small quilts for the Sudlersville Family Support Center.  One of our members is teaching la-
dies to sew in the Sudlersville Family Support Center. 

 A set of curtains for the shelves in the Food Pantry and numerous cloth bags to hold plastic 
bags 

 One large quilt for a lady who has given much time and talent to our activities 

 Several large quilts on hand to be given this winter to needy/homeless persons, one baby 
quilt given for Food Pantry client 

 One Prayer Shawl for a very sick 7 yr, old  

 About 30 microwave bowls to sell at Chicken BBQ (to cover costs of supplies) 

 Visits to previous members no longer able to attend 

 Crocheted angels for Hospice Chapel 

 20 Pillowcase dresses given to our missionaries, (The Bakers) this fall 

 We are currently working on quilts, pillowcase dresses and boys’ shorts and helping those 
who want to learn how to sew. 

 Fifty cards (Get Well, Thinking of You, Sympathy) sent this year 
 
We are fortunate to have several members who sew at home and a few others who come 
when they can.  We welcome anyone who can help us – press, cut, pin, sort, sew, teach.  
Please inform us if you know of a need that we can meet.  Thank you for the donations of sew-
ing supplies that occasionally come our way.  
 
Emily Parry 
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In our 
Prayers 

“And the prayer offered in faith will make the sick person well” James 5:15 

Our Nation 

Meet Our Team 
Rev. Mark Farnell, Pastor                                                              Pastor_Mark@centreville-umc.com 
Robyn Brown, Associate Pastor                                                   Pastor_Robyn@centreville-umc.com 

Tammi Clark, Office Manager                                                                 TClark@centreville-umc.com 
Charlene S. Brown, Membership Secretary                        CSmallwoodbrown@centreville-umc.com 

Jennifer Gragg, Newsletter                                                 JGragg@centreville -umc.com 

Rudy Draper, Youth Director                                                               RDraper@centreville-umc.com 

Want to be a Member of CUMC? 
 
If you are considering becoming a member of CUMC, please contact the church 
office at 410-758-0868 or contact Jennifer Gragg for a registration form and a 
syllabus for the upcoming 2017 classes.  Classes begin February 16th! 

Bear Ministry 
 
A special thank you to all who donated bears recently.  Your generosity is much ap-
preciated and enables us to continue this special ministry.  Blessings from the 
"Mama Bears"! 

BACKPACKS FOR KIDS 
 
Backpacks for Kids has been providing weekend bags of food to school stu-
dents chosen by their guidance counselors that are considered “food insecure” 
which means they may not have access, at all times, to nutritious food to 
maintain basic health.  
 
Thank you to all who have and those who continue to support this program with your mone-
tary donations, food items, volunteering your time, and prayers. We always welcome, and are 
in need of donations for those children who may live in a home where food is not readily avail-
able on a regular basis. 
 
Backpacks for Kids have a black donations tub located outside the Fellowship Hall where do-
nations may be left.  Individual boxes of cereal, oatmeal, applesauce cups, fruit cups, tuna, 
soup, and chili are just some of the items to donate, and are always appreciated. 
 
We have a wonderful group of volunteers who help pack and deliver the weekly bags of food 
to the schools.  If you would like to become a volunteer or receive additional information re-
garding Backpacks, please contact Kimberly Starkey at 410-758-6979 or starkeykimber-
ly@yahoo.com. 

mailto:starkeykimberly@yahoo.com
mailto:starkeykimberly@yahoo.com
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

DECEMBER AT A GLANCE 

 
December 3rd - Prayer Workshop 9:30-11:30 a.m. 
December 6th - Church Conference 6:30 p.m. 
December 7th - Advent Bible Study Begins 7:00 p.m. 
December 12th - ASP Meeting 6:00 p.m. 
December 17th - Christmas Pageant, 6:30 p.m. 
                            Cookie Walk Before/After Pageant 
December 23rd - Church Office Closes 1:00 p.m. 
December 24th - Christmas Eve Services - 6:00, 8:00 & 10:00 
December 25th - Christmas Care Packages, No Services 
December 26th - Church Office Closed 
December 27th - 30th - Church Office Closes at 1:00 p.m. 
December 28th - Blood Bank 12:00 - 6:00 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
All dates are subject to change.  Please confirm with the Calendar, Church Office or Ministry Chair. 

 

Making disciples for Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. 

Scan for Online Giving 

Centreville United 
Methodist Church 

 

SUNDAY WORSHIP 
Contemporary—8:40 a.m. 

& 7:00 p.m. 
Traditional—11:00 a.m. 

Nursery Services Available 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Adults 9:50 a.m. 

Children 9:50 a.m. 
 

KID ZONE 
During 8:40 a.m. service 

 

Contact Information 
(410) 758-0868 

Fax (410) 758-1248 
www.centreville-umc.com 


